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TO THE 
Moſt Reverend Father in God, 


JOHN, 


By Divme Providence, Lord Avrch- 


| 
' 


Biſhop of YORK, Primate and 
Metropolitan of EN GL AND. 


My LoRD, 
| of prefixing ſo great a 


Name to the following Papers, 

I had thoughts of craving Your 
Grace's Patronage for ſome others 
which more nearly relate to the Af. 
fairs of Your own Province. Bur, I 
know not how,theſe have gotten the 
ſtart; and, tho' I may (for the pre- 
ſent) have ſome Reaſon to vary my 
Subje&t,I hope,l may be allow'd to 
put thoſe alſo under Your Prote- 
Ction hereafter, I am deeply ſenſi. 
ble of my own Inſufficiency to. per- 
fect what is here begun, withour 


ſuch Afſitances as Your Grace (a- 
bove 
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bove all others) can beſt afford me. 
My great diftance from Libraries, 
and thenarrownels of my Acquain- 
tance with our Engliſh Hiſtoriags, 
will render my beſt Performances 
very ſcanty and imperfe&t. Yet, 
if the Deſign be approv'd and meet 
with acceptance abroad, I'ſhall not 
deſpair of ſuch helps as will rectify 
all my miſtakes, and ſupply the 
defects of this fiirſt Eſſay. To this 
purpoſe, I now humbly offer it to 
Your Grace's View and Cenſure; 
being very ready to acknowledge 
all your Corrections as ſo many 
Particular Obligations and Honours 
conferr'd upon, 


MY LORD, 
YOUR GRACE's 
Moſt dutiful Son 
and Servant, 
WILL. NICOL SON. 
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(EE THE 
PREFACE. 
General Hiſtory of this King- 

dom is what our learned 


Men begin now ſo ſenſibly 
to want, and ſo earneſtly to defire, 


| | that I do not queſtion but Attempts 
| will be made to gratify the prevail- 


| ing Humour of the Times. Though 
| to me, I confeſs, the Proſpe is a 
| little diſcouraging : Since the due 
| obſervance of all the Rules which 
Lucian, Father Le Moyne, and 
others, have laid down for the car- 
rying on of ſuch a work, require ſo 
many Accompliſhments, that I am 
very much of the Jeſuits opinion, 
that their Hiſtorian is (a) a Man 


(a) Le moyne's Art of Writing Hiſt. p. 224- 


not 
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not yet born, nor will be before 
the year that-diſcovers the per- 
perual motion and Philoſopher's 
Stone. Tis. not enough, they tell us, 
that he be (what the Incomparable 
Tranſlatour of Polybius obſerves of 
his (a) Author) a Soldier, a States- 
man and a Philoſopher: but he muſt 
be alſo a Divine a Lawyer, an Ora- 
tour, a Poet, and a downright honeſt 
Countrey-Gentleman. At leaſt, he 
muſt be plentifully flock'd with (b) 
Wit, or an Univerſal Diſpoſition 
and unbounded Spirit that com- 
prehends all that's Great and Glo- 
rious in the ſeveral States and Em- 
pires of the whole World, To theſe 
Intelleual Endowments we muſt 
add the great Moral one of his being 
Philalethes, a Perſor of that juft 
Integrity as not tobe byaſs d by Pf 
fion or Intereſt, A Learned Writer 


(a) Sir H.S, Pref. ro Polyb, (b) Le Moyne, p. 21, 22;&c. 
bas 


tO 
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has very lately obſeru d, That (a) Pris 
yate Aﬀections ought not. to ac- 
company works of ſuch a Pub- 
lick Nature : and yet how difficult 
a Leſſon this is to Fleſh aid Blood. 
himſelf has fairly ſhewn us, when 
(in the ſame Page) he ſticks not to 
afrm that his late Patron left more 
Collefions of his own hand-wris 
ting than perhaps any Man, ci- 
ther of this or the laft Age, eyer 
did write. ; 

So that, for my ſhare, I know not 
where to look for this fine Perſon ; 
this Noneſuch of a Man ; who alone 
(it ſeems) is qualifyd to write a 
General Hiftory. We have lately 
indeed had Propoſals for the ſpeedy 
publiſhing of an entire Hiſtory of 
this Nation : But I extremely ſu- 
ſpe the Author, when he appears 


abroad, will not be able to ftand 


— 


6 H. Wharton'; Pref to AB. Lavd's Life p. 10. "3 


A 2 this 
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this Teſt, The wery Title of his 
Book (which promiſes to bring down 
our Story (a) trom the Flood) looks 
ſo like a eſt, that I cannot but fear 
that we ſhall not have Alloy enough 
to qualify the mighty ſlrain of Poe- 
try that will run thorough the whole 
Work. hat Advances might be 
made this way by (b) Leland, Bale 
or Joſceline, I know not : but Ithink 
all three of 'em have diſcoverd 
fach frailties in themſelves, and 
ſuch defets in their writings, as are 
hardly conſiſtent with the being able 
to finiſh. an Undertaking of this 
kind. Nor do at all believe Dr. 
Galc's great Mr.(c)Selden to have 
been a Man of Accompliſhments 
ſufficient for ſuch a Performance ; 
and I fanſie the learned Doftor him- 
ſelf will be of my opinion when he 


(a) F. Putiton's Propoſals. (b) 7. Gale, Praf. ad 
Script. xv.v.8. (c) 16. ib. 


has 
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has carefully peras d his Preface 
to the Decem Scriptores, his Spi- 
cilegtum to Eadmerus and his 
Janus Anglorum. Camden (a) 
bewails the raſhneſs and folly of his 
own 4ttempting ſuch a Matter ; and 
ſeems to acknowledge that 'twas + 
Imprudence and want of thought, 
which, in his younger daies, had 
led him intothe Sare. Mr. Milton 
and Sir William Temple defign'd 
only to write Abridgments of our 
Engliſh Story ; and therefore they 
do not expe that what they have 
drawn up, for a View of the Times 
before the Conqueſt, ſhould be re: 
ceivd as a Complete General Hi- 
ftory, even for ſo far as it reaches. 
Their (b) beating through theſe 
rough and dark ways of the Jour- 
ney appears to be done in ſo much 


6) Camd. Brit. in Norman. (b) Sir W. T.'s Intro” 
dud. p. 5. 


A 3 haſte , 


— 
re — ———— — 
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haſte, and affords ſo ſlender a Dif- 
covery of the road, that it looks like 
the Tale of a Manin a fright , one 
that has been ſcared with diſmal 
Apprehenſions of meeting with moſt 
monſtrous Sprites and Hobgoblins 
in the Shades and Night he bad 
paſs d thorough, 

Before therefore I can have any 
tolerable hopes of ſeeing a work of 
this Grandeur carry d on with ſuc- 
ceſs, and to the purpoſe, I muſt 
hear of its being undertaken by a 
Clubb of Men of Parts and Learn- 
ing ; ſome whereof are Maſters of | 
our autient Languages, and others 
of the Modern, Some wers'd in the 
Writings of the old Britains, Ro- 
mans, Saxons: aud Danes, and 0- 
thers thoroughly acquainted with the 
Hiſtorians fince the Conqueſt; ſome 
that know the Geography, and 6- 
thers the Law, of the Realm; fome 
that 


«om it Þ.midei 1th 4 : 
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that have been'bred at Court, and 
others in the Camp, &c. Nor would 
T have this Society to conſiſt of ſuch 
as the Bookſeller only ſhould afſure 
me were Perſons of theſe very Cha- 
rafters; but I could wiſh it might 
be an Engagement mutually and 
generouſly enter d into by Men of 
Leiſure and Fortune, as additional 
Accompliſhments, over and above 
all that we have mention d. Or 
elſe, let me hope to ſee a College of 
Hiſtorians as Nobly endow'd here, 
as that of the Antiquaries is in 
Sweden ; where the Preſident has 
a yearly Salary allow d him of ſix 
hundred Crowns, and each of his 
Aſſeſſors three hundred, When theſe 
Gentlemen have agreed on, and fi- 
niſh'd their ſeveral Tasks, they ought 
to be carefully perus & by every par- 
ticular Member of the Society; as 
well as by him whoſe peculiar Pro- 

A4 vince 
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wince it ſhall be to inſpet and ſu- 
perviſe the whole. 

To ſerve this imaginary Frater- 
nity I have drawn together the fol- 
lowing Papers; mhich give the 
Reader as ſhort and as methodical 
an Abſtrait of a great many larger 
Colleftions on the ſame Subjeft as 
T could readily furniſh him with. 
T know there have been Catalogues 
of this kind made heretofore by Men 
of better Acquaintance with our 
Engliſh Libraries and Manuſcripts 
thanlT can pretend to. Such is Joh. 
Toſceline's Commentary cited by 
(a) Mr. Wharton, and the Hyper- 
critica, frequently referr d to by the 
Oxford (b) Antiquary. Tho. Ful- 
ler had alſo compoſed ſomething of 
the like Nature, under the Title 
of (c) A Library of Britiſh Hiſto- 


(a) Pra. ad Angl. Sacr. Vol. I. p. 26. (b) Athen- 


. 26 
"IM Vol. I. p. 452. & alibi, (c) Fi EccleC, lib. I, 
« 4% "by 7 a 


clans; 


The Preface. 


rians ; to which he ſometimes refers 
his Readers as a piece wherewith 
he intended ſuddainly to bleſs the 
Publick, P. Heylyn began an (a) 
Examen Hiſtoricum, but carry d 
it no farther than the works of a 
couple of his Cotemporaries, who 
very well deſeru'd to be laſh'd, 'Tis 
ſeldom that the Cenſures and Re- 
marks of ſingle Men go any greater 
lengths than this; Juſt as far as 
they ar epuſh'd on by private Reſent- 
ment and Pique. Whereas a Ge- 
xeral Examen, a ſort of an Uni: 

zerſal Index Expurgatorius, that 
points at the miſtakes and errors 
of every page in our ſeveral Hiſto- 
rians, is what we chiefly want , and 
what muſt be the Reſult of the joynt 
Labours of a Society of Engliſh 
Antiquaries and Hiſtorians as well 
as the General Hiſtory it ſelf. 


For, 


6) Edit. London, 8* 1659. 
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For, moſt of our Printed Hiſte- 
ries have been miſerably abuſed, ei- 
ther in tranſcribing, or at the Preſs, 
beſides (their native blemiſhes) the 
. falfities and blunders of their Au- 
thors ; tho ſome few have had the 
good fortune to fall into better hand's 
which have ſent them abroad beau- 
tifull ard well dreſs d. The firſt 
Perſon of any Eminence and Learn- 
ing that was ſo kind to this King- 
dom as to procure a correft Edi- 
* tion of ſome of our beſt Hiſtorians, 
was Archbiſhop Parker ; who fur- 
niſhd us with (a) Matthew of 
Weſtminſter, (b) M. Paris, (c) 
Tho. Walſingham and (d) Aſe- 
rius Meneyenſis; After him the 
Lord William Howard of Na- 
worth publiſh'd (ec) Florence of 
Worceſter ; as did likewiſe Sir 


(a) London 1570. (b) London 1571. (c) Lond. 
$574- (d) Cum priore. (e) Francof. 1601. 


Henry 
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Henry Savile his (a) Scriptores 
poſt Bedam, and Camden his (b) 
Anglica, Normannica, Oc. Theſe 
were four very Great Men : And 
what they had begun jingly and ſe- 
werally, was, with like accuracy and 
ſucceſs, carry d 0n by a Confederacy 
of Learned Worthies ( Archbiſhop 
Uſher, Sir R. Twifden and Mr. 
Selden) during our late Civil 
Wars. To them we are eternally in- 
debted for the noble Edition they 
gave us of the (c) Decem Scriptos 
res ; and they had certainly (d) fur- 
ther oblig d us, had not the Iniqui- 
ty of the Times, and the Inconſtan- 
cy that attends all humane Affairs, 

prevented them. What they left un- 
finiſhd was, in a good meaſure, 

perfeed by (that mighty Supporter 

of Learning) Dr. John Fell, the 

* (a) Francof, 1601. (b) Ib. 1602. (c) Lond. 1652, 

(4d) See W. Kennet's Life of Mr. Soxner, p. 64, 65, 66, 


late 
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late excellent Biſhop of Oxford, 
who took care to (a) publiſh ſome 
of the Treatiſes which they had pre- 
pared for the Preſs, and had been 
at a great charge in procuring others 
of 'em, which he did not live to 
finiſh, Of theſe a more particular 
account will be given hereafter, in 
their proper places. | 

To repair (as much as was poſſi- 
ble) the inexpreſſible loſs we had = 
by the Death of this worthy Prelate, 
the like good ſervice to the Publick 
was happily undertaken by the In- 
duftrious and Learned Dr. Th, 
Gale ; who has kindly obliged us 
with Twenty of our old Writers, in 
two Volumes. The former of theſe 
(tho laſt (b) Printed) contains fif- 
teen pieces of our moſt ancient Hi- 
ftorians (as Gildas, Nennius, Aſ- 
ſerius, 4c.) tranſcribed out of old 


6) Oxon, 1684. (b) Oxon, 1691, 


Manu- 
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Manuſcripts ; with the warious 
Readings, where any variety of Co- 
pies was to be had. To which he 
has added a large Appendix of ſuch 
fragments of Antiquity as are juſtly 
to be call d Prime-Primitive, out 
of Prolemy, Antoninus's Itinerary, 
the Notitia Dignitatum, Gc. Up- 
on ſome of theſe he has given us 
his own excellent Notes , together 
with Surita s upon the Itinerary, 
ſo far as it relates to Britain. It 
were to be wiſh d the Printer had 
perform d his part as well : But the 
Dofors great Diſtance from the 
Preſs, and the uſual negligence of 
Correfors, has occaſion d ſeveral 
Errata ; which yet will be eaſily 
reftify d by an Intelligent Reader. 
In the (a) ſecond Volume we have 
Five Hiſtorians of Note ; who make 
us acquainted with many conſider. 


(a) Oxon. 1687. 


able 
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able Tranſaftions in the firſt eight 

Reigns after the Conqueſt, 1he 
Publiſher s Deſign, in this part, 
would not allow him to deſcend any 
lower than to the Reign of Edward 
the Firſt : and therefore, although 
Wikes and the Annals of Wayer- 
ley carry him a little beyond his 
Bounds (as ending ſoon after ) yet, 
he tells us, he has reſerud a goo 

ſhare of Hemmingtord for the 
more regular Proſecution of his Me- 
thod in ſome other Volume, which - 
he encourages us to hope for from 
him hereafter.To theſe (as he (a) ob- 
ſerves) there ought indeed to be 
added a Third Volume (perhaps, a 
Fourth and a Fifth) of our MS. 
Hiſtorians from Hen. IT. to Hen. 
VIIL And that would complete the 
ColleFion which he has, with ſo 
great Pains 'and Judgment, begun, 


(a) Pref, ad Vol. I. p. s, 6, 


For, 
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For, fince Printing came in faſhion, 
nothing of Hiſtory has been penn d, 
worth the Common View, which is 
not effetually publiſhed and eaſy to 
be had ; except only ſome few choice 
Papers that are flill monopoliz d by 
ſach private men (of flow thought) 
as do believe they wrong themſelves 
whenever they communicate theſe 
hidden Treaſures. In both Volumes 
we have moſt exat and full In- 
dices ; which exceedingly add to 
the value of the Work: 

The like good Services have been 
done to the Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory 
of this Kingdom by H, Wharton, 
who has publiſh'd (a) two Volumes 
of Writers on that Subjet , and 
ſeems to intimate that, ſome time 
or other, we might have hoped for a 
Third and Fourth Volume of the 
ſame ſort of Colleftions from him. 


(a) Anglia Sacra, Par, I. & Il. Lond. 1691, 


Had 
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Had he improv d the Opportunities 
he once had. of fitting out all theſe © 
for the Preſs, before the misfortunes 
of his Patron had ſpoil 'd both his © 
(a) Deſign and ProſpeF, his kind- 
neſs to the Publick, would have been 
doubled; and perhaps other occa- _ 
fions might have been offer d him of - 
communicating his elaborate Notes 
on the Succeſſion of ſome of our . 

Biſbops. His other Ornamental 

Diſcourſes, which | ſeem to have 
robb'd us of a deal of his Time and 

Pains, might have been ſpar d. At 
leaſt ; they would have taken no 
harm, if he had kept them within 
Doors a little longer ; ſince fome of 
"em look as if they were ſent abroad 
too early, and before they were come 
to their full growth and perfeftion, 
For inſtance; That about the two 


(a) Chim adverſa Clemenriffimi Patroni fortuna miht 
bujuſmodi ſtudiorum ſubſidia, omnium verd premia, 
infelici excuſſerit : Praf. ad Par. [, p. 30. 


Xlfrics 


ba, o< 
J, 
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Z#lfrics (which he values himſelf 


E zpon, as his (a) maſier-piece) is 


"— 


408 


founded on a groſs miſtake in A. 
Wheloc's wrong Tranſlating anex- 
preſſion in the Saxon (b) Chronicle, 


* which carries no ſuch ſenſe as he 


puts upon it. Some body, I fanſy, 
had made him ſenſible of this Error, 


and therefore (inhis (c) Addenda) 


" 
J 
pl 
- 
—_— 
7 
8 
L4 


$ 


he endeavours to gain his point by a 
freſh Argument, aſſuring us that the 
Codex optimus Cottonianus end's 


# the Chronicle at the year 975: 


Had the reſt of our Libraries been 
as well ſearch d, as that at Lambeth 
was by this Gentleman, I ſhould 
have been able to have enlarg d this 
ColleAion to a much greater bulk: 


" whereas, for want of ſuch Diſcove- 


ries, ſome hundreds of Volumes may 


© poſſibly eſcape me. Sir John Cor- 


\ (a) [Tor rantiſque Argumeartis firmata, ut Ib fa- 
cile altis rejicienda fuerit. ' (b) Ad Anriq. 975. 


b ton 's 
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ton's at VVeſtminſter (collefed by 
bis 'Granidfarher Sir —_— ” 
hererofore- been- jufily' efteem'd 

contain; more Helps for the _—_ 
fare of '# General Hiftory of Eng- 
land: than'all the "other Libraries ' 
of. the \ ang dom (a) put together; | 
being- Mot Yap plentifully flock d | 
with Manuſcript Hiſtorians, Origi- 
nal Grants, Patents, &c. butvalſo © 
abuntlantly \ furniſh d with our" old © 
(bY: Roman, Britiſh , (c) Saxon 
and Norman Coins. - Tho: James 
firſt publiſhd a (d) ' Catalogue of i 
the MSS. in the Publick Library at © 
Cambridge and of the Private © 
C ollege-Libraries in Oxtord ;' out 
of which laſt he is reported to have 
(e) | borrow d ':fſeveral Volumes, 
never hitherto refſtor'd to their pro- 


by, 5. Uſer. Pref. ad 'Brir. Eccl. Antiq. p. 2: (b) 
Camden and Speed. (c) Pref. ad vit. Z£!fredi R, Nor. 
al Tab. IV. (d) Ecloga Oxonio-Cantabr. Lond, 1600. 
(ec) Arthen. Oxon. Vol. 1 P. 459. 


{© #63 tar ed 
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; per Owners, Afterwards he did 
5 3 the like for. (a) Bodley s; which, 
 ® the Reader ought to knoip, has beer. 
- 2 wonderfully improv d ſince that time 
; by the many large Additions that 
* have been. made to it (chiefly itt 
* Manuſcripts) by Archbiſhop 1:aud; 
* tbe Lord Hatton, Ms. Selden s 
» 3} and Mr. Juniuss Executors, Uc, 
| #Z 7o whichthe Muſzxum Aſhmolea- 
' 7 num makes now a moſt Noble Apr 
| 

e | 


"— RE —Y . 


: pendix',. as being. richly fraught 
* with an excellent Colleftion of Ma: 
= nuſcripts and Coins (as well as other 
2 (b) Rarities in Art 'and Nature) 
2 | made by that worthy Perſon whoſe. 
\ 2 Name it deſervedly bears. Some 
' 2 part-of the great. Treaſure here re- 
poſited, has been already diſcover d 
"70 us by Mr. Gibſon, who has pub- 
, + liſh'd a (6c) Catalogue of Sir V V1l- 


(a) Oxon. 1605, 1620. (b) See Dr. Ploz;'s Hiſt. of 
Stafforsſh p.277. (c) Oxon. 16y2. 


b 2 


liam 
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ham 'Dugdale's Books ; and ve 
hope the . like good Office will be ©: 


done for Mr:Alhmole by (a) an- © 
other learned \hand. Dr. Hickes's © 


(b) Catalogue of ſuch MSS. as re- 
tate to the Saxon and Daniſh Times © 


the moſt complete we have in its | 


hind : and Mr. (c) Gibſon's Ac- 
count of Tenniſon's Library ( foun- 
ded by His Grace the preſent Arch- 


2 6 
# 
4 
4 


- 


bifbop of Canterbury, at St. Mar- © 
tin's 7 the Fields) is highly bene- | 


ficial and obliging. | 


But all theſe are ſmall ſhreds © 
and ſcantlings, \if compar d with the © 


Voluminons work, of Dr. Bernard ; 


who threatens to grove us an entire © 


(d) Lift of all the Mamiſcripts of 


this Kingdom (of all kinds) that ei- 
ther our Publick or Private Libra- 


(a) Mr. Edw. Lhwyd the worthy Keeper of rhe Mu- 
ſenm. (b) Ad finem Infſtit. Gramm. Anglo-Sax.(c)Oxon. 
1692. (d) Libroram MSS. Academiorum Oxonien/i; 
& Cantabrigienſir, & celebrium per Angliam Hiberni- 
879% Biblivthecarum Caralogus, &e. 


res 
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- ries will afford, Tis a very Noble 
* and Generous Undertaking. Only; 
” a little more caution \ I think) 


' jhould be obfersd by him, in cave- 


*% 
"Weai%45.: FM HIRE; 


fully peruſing the Catalogies that 
are ſent from ſome of the moſt di- 
ſtant Counties : eſpecially; whexe 
the Authority rely d on, for the 
Truth of the Copies, is not zery 
good and ftaunch, Otherwiſe, tis 


* poſſible the Reader may be ſent ſome 


b hundreds of Miles 0 eNQuUITE after 


' @ Book that has not appear d, in 
' "the place referr d to,- at any time 


* fince the Reſtoration of fine 


Charles the Second. This, I am 


' mery ſure, is the Caſe with ſome of 


the Northern Libraries ; whoſe\Ca- 
talogues (as he has Printed them) 


' were either drawn thiity years ago, 


or elſe are Prophetically calculated 
for about thirty years. hence. Of 
this latter kind is that of a' certain 
b 3 Cathe- 
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Cathedral Church ; which neither” 7 
fs, "07 | ever Was, ' furniſh d withs | 
any one f Ingle Mamuſeript of the L 1 
ſeveral; invall Volumes, which ts 
there ſaid{-t0 contain. I have ſome? . 
Cauſe to fear that 1 ſhall never live | 
ts fee ſuch Books, in'that L ibrary, © ; 
as are there. mention d : and I am®* 
alſo afraid that moſt of *em (if 
they have any being. at all) are of 
that modeſt complexion which be- 
comes a private "retirement better 
than an appearance in publick, © 
The Doftor s Proje us certainly 
very commendable ;* and deſerves 
encouragement , and the utmoſt 
Affiftance' that Men of Learning 
and Acquaintance with Books can 
give it.” But then, They that pre- 
tend to put a helping hand. 10 the 
Work ſhould be ſureto do it effefu- 

ally. They ſhould be ſcrupulouſly 
nice in their Informations; take 
nothing 


The: Preface. 
nothing' upon Trufl and Hear-ſay ; 


* ſend no Tranſcripts of ancient (here- 
: tofore) Catalogues, inſlead of ſuch 


as give the preſent State of their 
Libraries , view the Books: them- 
ſelves ; "be ſure they are already in 
the Claſſes referr d to, . and not only 
in ſome diſtant and uncertain pro- 
miſe; Gc. "By theſe ' means we 
might truly diſcover. the dormant 
Riches of the Nation, and the c:- 
rious might, with good afſurance, 
apply to ſuch Perſons as were ut 
doubtedly able to Anſwer their 
Hopes. 

Till theſe vaſt Deſigns are perfe- 
ed, we cannot hope: for a full and 
exaft Index of all thoſe Hiſtorians 
that have eſcaped the common De- 
ftruftion, in the Diſſolution of Ab- 
beys, and the Outrages of. our Civit 
Wars. And twill be enough for a 
Man that lives in fuch an obſcure 
Þ 4 corner 
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corner of the Earth, as my Lot u | 
fallen into, to point at the Times | 
wherein - the greatelt part of em 
flouriſh'd ; how they were qualify d * 
for their ſeveral Undertakings; and 
how well, or ill, they have acquit- 
ted themſelves in their Performan- © 
ces. This I ſhall endeavour to do © 
in a Method, which, I hope, the © 
Reader will think, Natural enough, © 
as agreeing with me that our Ge- 
neral Hliftorian ought to enquire 


for, 


1. Geographical, Chorographical 
and T opographical Writers of 
this Nation ;_ ſuch as give an 
Account of its chief Remark- 
ables in Nature, Arts and 
Amtiquities, And that ei- 
ther , 
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) In Genera'. Chap. 7. 


I Particular Counties, Ci- 
ties and Great Towns. Ch. 2. 


2. Chronicles and Annals. Which 


are either, 


1. General Relating to the Times, 
1. Of the Britains and Ro- 

; mans. Chap. 3 
2. A ” Saxons fe Danes. 


_ ince sf Conqueſt. Ch. 5. 
2. Particular Lives of our ſeveral 
Kings, downfrom William the 

& Conqueror, Ch. 6. 


IN 
| 
| 


3- Ecclefiafticat Hiftorians. 


T ' Gene- 
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{ 1. General. As, 
1. From the firſt Eſtabliſhment 
of Chriſtianity to the Reign 
of Henry VIII Chap. 7. 
2. Since the Reformation. 
Ch. 8. 


2. Particular. As to the ſeveral 


) Biſhopricks. Ch. 9. 


7 ER 


2, Monafteries, Ch. 10. 
3. Univerſities. Ch. 11. 


4. Law-Books, Records and Pa- 
pers of State. Ch. 12. 


5. Biographers, Writers of the 
Lives of our Engliſh 


2. Eminent Churchmen and 
Statesman. Ch, 14. 


8 Saints, Ch. 13- 
3. Writers, Ch. 15. 


I have 
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T have not the vangty to imagine 
that I ſhall ever be able to run 
through all theſe Chapters without 
being guilty of a deal of ny groſs 
Miſtakes : and therefore I expe 
to bear of 4 large Muſter Rell of 
Errors and. Defects in my Book, 
This I jhall ſo tl repine at ; that 
I do aſſure Thee (Honeſt Reader) tis 
what 1 heartily long for and deſire. 
I pretend 10 little more at preſent 
than the drawing of ſuch Lines as 
may be fill d up hereafter into @ 
piece worth the Viewing ; and [ 
ſhall be abundantly thankful t0 
have the finiſhing part done by a 
better and more Shilful hand than 
my own. ' I have ſpent a great deal 
of time (perhaps, too much) in con- 
werſing with ſome of theſe old Gen- 
tlemen , and-I cannot but flatter my 
ſelfintq a belief that I have attain d 
t0 ſomething of a more than ordi- 
zary 


The Preface. 


nary Acquaimance with them. How- 
ever, the Charatters I ſhall give of 
"em are not alwaies mine, but are 
ſometimes Cenſures paſs d by better 
Fudges than my ſelf. Where-ever I 
venture t0 give my own opinion, 1 
hope, I ſhall do it with that Since- 
rity and Caution which becomes an 
Engliſhman ; one that is alwaies 
ready to put himſelf upon a Tryal 
by God and his Countrey, as nt 
being conſcious of any Offence, either 
againſt Religion or good Mamers. 
And yet, where there is Manifeſt 
Cauſe of Complaint ; where a Wri- 
ter is either ſcandalouſly Ignorant or 
Impertinent ; where we have Ro- 
mance or Buffoonry trump d upon us 
for good Sterling-Hiſtory ; where a 
Bankrupt Plagiary fets up upon the 
borrow & Stock of an Induftrious Au- 
thor, or the like ; there, I hope, a 
moderately keen Reſentment will 

rot 
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not be Interpreted as a Breach of 
any Commandment, either of the 
Firſt or Second T able. 

I have but one thing more 10 
Apologize for; and that's the fre- 
quent Repetitions, the Reader will 
be apt to obſerve, of the ſame Word 
and (perhaps) Expreſſion and 
Phraſe. I have repeated Occaſions 
to take Notice of this and the other 
Man's Undertaking and Perform: - 
ing, Penning and Publiſhing, his 
ſeveral Hiſtorical Labours: And 
poſſibly a nice Critick in the Finery 
and Cadence of the Engliſh Tongue 
would expe that I ſhould have 
Collefted a good Number of Syno- 
nymous Sentenges for this Purpoſe. 
Ican only ſay, I never intended my 
Papers for the View of ſuch Delicate 
and Curious Judges of Language 
and Oratory. If I had but a Word 
in readineſs that would ſerve my 
Turn, 
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Turn I never vex d my Brains in 
Pumping for another that could only 
do as well : And, being to cloath 
fo many People of the wery ſame Size 
and Shapes, it were too ſevere (I 
think) to force me to provide each 
of -em with a different Habit and 
Faſhion. 


1 


4 


n 6, 
[#4 


EHATFP L 


Of the General Geography, State and 
Antiquities of England. 


Hatever crime it might be an- 

y \ ciently in private Men to be 
Skill'd in Maps and Charts of 

whole Countries, ( that being 

thought a Piece of Knowledge, proper 
only for Princes and great Generals) 'tis 
now a mighty Defect in the modiſh Ac- 
compliſhments of the Age to be other- 
wiſe; and every Body is ſo much a Po- 
litician, States-man and Warriour, that 
there 1s no converſing in the World 
withour an intimate Acquaintance with 
all the tour Quarters of the Globe. "Tis 
not my buſinels at preſent to furniſh out 
Inſtructions for the ſpeedy Attainment 
of this kind of Learning ; nor to explain 
Gazettes and Monthly Mercuries : that's 
done abundantly by other Hands. The 
{ole deſign of this Chapter is the poin- 
ting at ſuch ancient and modern Writers, 
3 as 


Ptolemy. 


Antont- 
aus. 


(2.3 F 
as have deſcrib'd (at large, and by whole- 3 
ſale) the Lands and Territories, Cities 
and High-ways, Natural Hiſtory, Poli- 3 
ticks, Antiquities, &c. of this King- 


om. - 
Ptolemy, liv'd (as (a) allagree) in the 7 
beginning of the ſecond Century ; and ' 
therefore we may ſafely call him the firſt 2 
Geographer that mention'd any thing of 7 
the Britiſh Iſlands. For the little florid * 


Accounts which we have from Fulius ® 
. Ceſar or Tacitus, ought not to come in- X 


to this reckoning. And well he may 


\ ſeera to be ſo; fince the Maps which 7 


Maginus and others have drawn by his Z 
Tables, ſufficiently ſhew, that, when 
he wrote, Geography was but in its In- 
fancy. So much of him as relates to us, 
has been lately pabliſh'd by (4) Dr. Gale, 
who has alſo given us his own learned 
Notes upon that part of the Book. 

If Antoninus's Itinerary were truly the - 
Compolure of that great Emperor, whoſe 
Name it bears, there would be no con- 
troverſie in placing it next to Ptolemy s 
Tables : but (c) Yoſſus gives it too ſevere 
Language to deſerve the Honour it had 


© (s) H. Lhuyd Fragment. fol.35.2. Jo. Ant. Maginus, 
pag. 4 &'c. (6) Append. ad Hiſt, Brit. p. 735. & 787. 
(:) De Hiſt. Lar. in vita Livii. 


{omctime 


SS 


® ſometime gain'd in the world; and (in 


plain terms) calls it a Baſtard. How- 
ever, let it be written by Antoninus, An- 
tonius or (a) Athicus ; 'tis of an ancient 


= date, and ſhall here keepthe Station and 
Z Repute it has gotten among as learned 
# and wiſe Judges as have hitherto con- 
* demn'd it. That part of his Work 
* which concerns Britain, has been amply 


treated on by three of our own Coun- 
trymen : Mr. (4) R. Talbot, ſometime Ca» 
non of Norwich, whoſe Manuſcript Com- 
mentaries (much enlarg'd by Dr. Caius) 
are now in the Library at Cazus College 
in Cambridge: Mr. William (c) Burton , 
School-maſter at Xing{ton upon Thames : 
And Dr. Tho. (d) Gale, the preſent Learned 


_ and Worthy Maſter of St. Pauls School 


in London. | 

The Liber Notitiarum comes next in Liber 
order ; and the laſt mention'd (e) Learned Notitia- 
Perſon has oblig'd us with as much of it 7%” 
as is for our purpoſe. He has alſo given 
us what may ſeem to have any relation 


to this Country,out of an old anonymous 


OO —— — — — — _ - 


(a) Vide Uſferii Hiſt. Eccleſ. Brit. p. 42. (6) M. S. in 
Coll. Ben. Cantab. & Bibl. Cott. de que vid. Hiſt. & 
Anrtiq. Oxon. par. II. p. 135. & J. Pits, p. 737. (c) Fol. 
London 1658, (4) Append. ad Hiſt. Brit. p. 787. (#) 
Id. 1b. p. 744, 746, 748. 


B z Geo» 


Since the 
Conqueſt. 


#% 


Geographer. lately publith'd at Pars, to- Þ 
gether with a Liſt of the Hides or Tene- Þ 
ments in the ſeveral Counties of England % 
And 3 
theſe (I think) are all the Remains of # 
our old Geography, and the Summ of Z 
what was penn'd before the Conqueſt X 
For, with what * 
confidence ſoever ( a) F. Pits may re- % 
port it, I do not believe that ever vene- # 
rable Bede wrote any Book, De ſitu & 
mirabilibus Britannie ; or that any ſuch 
thing is, or ever was to be had in the | 


in the days of our Saxon Kings. 


that look'd this way. 


Library of Bennet College. His Eccleſi- 
aſtical Hiſtory (as paraphrasd in the 
Engliſh Saxon Tongue by King Alfred) 
1s indeed there ; and the firſt Chapter in 
it bears a Title which might impoſe up- 
on the good Man, cr his laformer, who 
is often guilty of more groundleſs Mi- 
flakes than this. 

From the Conqueſt, down to the 
Reign of. King Henry the Eighth; our 
Engliſh Geographers have either been 
few, or the want of Printing has occati- 
on'd the loſs of moſt of them. Gyraldus 
Cambrenſis's tour Books of the Topogra- 
phy cf Britain and his Itinerary, ( both 


: (a) Pag. 136. 


which 


on ge. 'G- £ yo ty BS. Oey N= x was FI 4- 
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which (a) are ſaid to be in Beynet-Li- 


© brary) are the firſt I can hear off. And 
& 1 doubt I ſhall only hear of them; for 
Z& they ſeem to be the ſame with his Jtine- 
= rary and Topography of Wales. John 


Leland (b) fays, he does not queſtion 


# but there was ſuch a Book as the former 


of theſe. But all his induſtry could not 
ferret it out. Ralph de Diceto's Treatiſe 
(c\ de mirabilibus Angliz (eems to be as 
rare a Piece as either of rhe former; and 


* 15, perhaps, laid up with John Hormin- 


ger's (4d) Commendations of Fyngland, 
or (as Bale calls it) de divitiis & deli- 
ciis Anglig. Of the ſame Stamp, I fan- 
ſic, is William Thorn's (e) Chronicle of 
all the Countries (as well as Biſhopricks 
and Abbeys) in England; John de Trevi- 


fa's (f ) Deſcription of Britain; and 


William Buttoner's (g) Antiquities, col- 


Ieted out of the old Charters, Leiger- 
Books, Epitaphs, &c. of the whole King- 
dom. Caxtoxs is the only thing in its 
kind, which I can affuredly fay we have; 
as being long ſince publiſh d with his h) 
Chronicle or Fruttus Temporam. Will it 
be any inducement to the Reader to per- 


(a) Id. p. 280. (6) Aﬀert. Arthur. fol. 33- 4. fol 
Pirs p. 283. (4) Id. p. 398. (e) Id. pag. 5:9. (Ff) 
id. pag. 567. (g) Id. p. 646. (+) Fol. Lond. 1515. 


B 3 ule 


* — —— 


Is Hen. 
Eighth's 
Rengn. 


(6) 
uſe this Author's Work to hear him re-X 
commended by (a) Bale, under the cha- 
rater of. vir non omnino ſtupidus aut ig- 
avid torpens ? L.. 

Since the beginning of Henry the 
Eighth's Rexgn, our eldeſt general Geo- o 
grapher or Antiquary, is ſaid to be (4) 
Tho. Sulmo ( ſome call him Sulemanus, 3 
others Solimountes) a Guernſey Man A 
who died at London, A. D. 1545. The # 
year following a much greater Man of 
the profeſſion (Sir Thomas Eliot, one of 
King Henry's Ambaſſadors and Sir Tho-\: 
mas Moor's Friends) (c ) did allo, and” 


' left behind him a learned and judicious *# 


Commentary de rebus memorabilibus An- 
gliz. This work gain'd him the Repute 3 
of a moſt accompliſh'd Antiquary in the” 
opinion of F. (d) Leland, who is almoſt 7 
immoderate in his Praiſes. But Flum- 
phrey (e) Lhuyd (being a littlediſguſted 2 
at his Prytannia) could only allow him? 
the modeſt Character of vir nou contem- 
nendee eruditionis, Cotemporary with 
theſe two, was George Lilly (Son of Wil- 

liam Lilly the famous Grammarian) who 

livd ſometime at Rome with Cardinal 


(s) Edit. prim. Cent. 8. cap. 43. (6) J. Pits, p. 733 
(:) Id. p. 734- (4) De Encom, virorum illuſtr. p. 18. 
(s) Fragment, fol. 5. a. b. 

| P 00! s 


EF] 
Pool ; and publiſh'd the firſt exact (a) 
Map that ever was drawn of this Iſſand. 


The chief Ornament of this King's .7obn Le- 
Reign, was. John Leland, his Library- lapd, 


Keeper and Canon of Chriſt-Church, of * 
whom we ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak 
more largely (þ) elſewhere. Among 
the many voluminous Writings he lett 
behind him, thoſe that have any relation 
to the general Deſcription of England, 
are his { c ) Itinerary in five Volumes 
(which F. (d) Pits ſeems to have ſub- 
divided into a great many other Trea- 
tiles) and his G) Cygnea Cantio. The 
latter of theſe is a Poetical Piece of Flat- 
tery, or a Panegyrick on King Henry ; 
wherein the Author brings his Swan 
down the River of Thames, from Oxford 
to Greenwich, deſcribing (as ſhe paſſes 
along) all the Towns, Caſtles and 0- 
ther places of Note within her view. 
And the ancient Names of theſe, being 
ſometimes different from what the com- 
mon Herd of Writers had uſually given, 
therefore (in his Commentary on this Po- 
em) he Alphabetically explains his Terms; 
and by the bye, brings in a great deal of 

the ancient Geography of this !ſland. 
(s) J. Pits, p. 749. (5) Chap. 15. (c) M.S. inBibl, 

Bodl. (4) Pag. 743, 744+ (2) 4*. Lond. 1545: 
B 4 Per- 
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(8) 


£3.Eliz. Perſons of greate't eminence in this 


ſort of Learning, under Queen Elizabeth, 
were Humphrey Lhuyd, John Twyne, Wil- 
liam Harriſon and William Camden. The 
firſt of theſe was born ar Denbigh, where 
he afterwards pradtisd Phyfick, and 
wrote many excellent Treatiſes. He 
was an intimate Acquaintance- of Orte- 
lias, whom he aſſiſted in the Edition of 
his Ancient Geography, furnithing him 
with Maps of E-gland and Wales. And 
becaule he therein diſagreed from tlie 0- 
pinions of tome former Antiquaries, in 
the Poſition of ſeveral of the old Cities, 
Forts and Rivers, he ſent” him allo his 
(a) Commentarioli Britannice deſcriptio- 
is frarmentum ; which gives reaſons for 
all the uncommon 'Allertions he had 
there laid down. He thews in it how 
imperfect all the accounts of this Iſland 
are, which we have from the Roman 
Writers, and how dark, for want of a 
little skill in the old Brizih Language. 
From thence he derives moſt of our anci- 
ent Names ; and 'herein he is much fol- 
low'd by Camden, as himfelf (in other 
matters) 1s a great follower of Leland. 
John Twyne (Schoolmaſter, and ſfome- 


(a) 8*. Colon. Agrip. 1572. & Anglice (The Bre- 
viary of Britain.) 8%. London 1573. 


time 
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(9) 


© time (a) Mayor of Canterbury) was fo 
© conſidetable in Antiquities, as to deſerve 
® a very high place among f. Leland's 
X (4) Worthies.; and appears indeed to 
© have been a man of extraordinary Know- 
® ledge in the Hiſtories and Antiquities of 
# this Kingdom. The only thing of his 
Z that's rubliſh'd is his Treatiſe (c) de re- 
7 lus Albionicis, Britannicis atq; Anglict : 
# tut his Grandſon Bryan gave leveral 0- 
; ther of his Manuſcript ColleRions to 
& Corpus Chriſti College in Oxford ; where 
= they ſtill remain. William Harriſon 
= ( Chaplain to Sir . William Brook Lord 
= Warden of the Cinque Ports) with great 


#5 
s 


by 


* 


- 


$ Pains, and good Judgment, collected, 
* 4 Deſcription of the Iſland of Britain, 
* with a brief Rehearſal of the Nature and 
* Qualities of the People of England, and 
2 ſuch C ommodities as are to be found in the 
* ſame. Which in three Books, has been 
> (4) ſeveral times printed together with 
2 B. Holinſhead's Chronicle. Beſides theſe, 
= 'tis faic, George Coryat (ReCtor ol Od- 
--. combe, and Father to Tom. Coryat of fa- 
mous Memory ) wrote a (e) Deſcripti- 
on of England, Scotland and Ireland, in 


tt 


(a) Athen. Oxon. vol. I. p. 160.. (6) Encom. Vi- 
ror. illuſtr. p. 83. (c) 8*. Lond. 1590. (4) Fol. Lond- 
1577 and 1587. (e) Hiſt. & Antiq. Oxon. par. ILp. 141. 


Latin 


W_ Cam- 
den's Bri- 
tannia, 


( 10 ) 
Latin Verſe, which he dedicated to 
Queen Flizabeth. 

But the Glory of this Queen's Reign, 
as well as her Succeſſor's, and the Prince ® 
of our Engliſh Antiquaries, was Mr, 
Camden, whoſe Life has been written 
at large by Dr. Smith, Mr. Wood, and# 
Mr. Gibſon. So that I need not here 
mention any of 'its particulars. His 
Britannia is the Book which chiefly re-$ 
ſpeds the Subject of this Chapter ; and 
may honeſtly be ſtyl'd the common (a)} 
Sun, . whereat our modern Writers have®# 
all lighted their little Torches. In La- 
tin it had many (5) Editions during the 
Life of its Author, who continually 
poliſh'd and improvd it; Twas firſt ® 
tranſlated into Engliſh by Philemon Hol- 
land ; who gave two G) Editions of it 
The former of theſe 


of i 
7A. 


in that Language. 
appearing while Mr. Camden himlſelt 
was alive, I am apt to believe (with? 
Tho. (d) Fuller) that many of the Addi- 4 
tions and Interpolations, which were © 
then charg'd on the Tranſlator, might 

not only come in by the Author's own 


. (4a) Vid. H. Spelm. Glof. in voce Heraldus. (6) 8”. 


Lond. 1582. 85, 87. 4*. Ib. 1590. 94. Fol. Ib. 1697. (c) 
Fol. Lond. 1610, 1637. (4) Warthies of Engl. p. 128. 
in Warwickſhire. 


Per- 


(11) 


Permiſſion and Conſent, but were alſo 
placed there by his DireCtions, and are 
as truly his proper Work as any other 
art of the Text. But, in the ſecond, 


3 Holand himſelf frequently turns Anti- 
& quary, taking upon him to corre, add 
and explode what he pleaſes. Theſe 


Corruptions have been all noted in a 
late Enzliſh Edition of the Work ; where- 
in, 'tis hoped, eftetual care has been 
taken to do the great Author all the Ho- 
nour and Juſtice he has merited from his 
Countrymen. Some early Attempts 
were made by an envious Perſon, one 
(a) Brook or Brookmonth, to blaſt the de- 
ſervedly gregt Reputation of this Book ; 
but they periſh'd and came to nothing ; 
as did likewiſe the terrible Threzts given 
out by Sir Symonds D. Ewes, that he would 
diſcover ' 6b) Errors in every Page. As 
little to be regarded is that ſcurrillous In- 
vective, which Fuller has moſt unwor- 
thily inſerted into his Church-Hiſtory : 
a Work wherein (if the Author had been 
capable of any ſuch thing) a Man would 
have expected nothing but what look'd 
like Truth and Gravity. There is now 
nodanger of his Suftering by the Injuries 


(a) Ath. Oxon, Vol. I. p. 411. (6) See 4.B. Uſher” 
Letters, p. 496. 


done 


(12 ) 
done him by ZFelland ; and, I think, ve- | 
ll ry little from the (a) unskilfu!l Epitome 
Il of the Book drawn by YVitelius a Fo- 


I reigner, and long fince publiſh'd at (4) 
Wl Amſterdam. = 
I Cam- To this we muſt here add another 


ll den's Re- york, which is now generally aſcribed 
Wii PAR to Mr. Camden; but at firſt carry'd on- 
ll ly in its Title Page the two laſt Letters 
ij CM. N.) of both his Names. This is 
his Remains concerning Britain, its Lan- 
Wy uages, Names, Surnames, &c. Aﬀter 
bt twas enlarg'd by John Philipot ( Somer- © 
ſet-Herald) it has had many (c) Impreſ- 
| ſions, and has been confidently, and 
Il without any Scruple, father'd upon our 
[1 great Antiquary. There are 1n it a deal 


of good Collections touching the Lan- 
guages, Money, Surnames and Appa- 
| rel of our Britzſh and Saxon Anceſtors: 
ll hk but his Liſt of proper Names might be 
[| conſiderably enlarged and corre&ted by 
gi what (4d) Soottelius and (e) Mr. Gibſon 


CY Rb» net ie EI 
"ot ADS LIE 
RC EEE nes 
= © IEF nes ex 


| have written on that Subject. As for 
Wl his Alluſions, Rebus' and Anagrams, he 
bil himſelf fear'd they would paſs tor Foolrſh 
| Fopperies ; and I do not care for thwar- 
| 


(a) Vid. Not. in Zifr. mag. vit. p. 33. (5) In 125. 
1639. (c) 4*. & 8*. Lond. 1637, &c. (4d) De Ling. 
Germ. lib. 5. craft, 2. (e) In Append. ad Chron. Saxon, 


ting, 
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ting, Without very good reafon, any of 
his. opinions. The.conceits in Impreſles, 
Apophthegms, Poems, Epigra msand Epi- 
taphs are endleſs, and therefore hardly 


* worth regiſtring in a Work of this Na- 

2 ture. 

Z To our late Antiquaries, Mr. Camdey ]. Speed, 

X has been the ſame thing as ZZomer was 
| of old to the Poets of Greece. They 


have uſually borrow'd gr ſtoln their 
whole ſtock from him. F. Speed, 'tis 
true, was a Perlon of extraordinary In- 
duſtry and Attainments in the Study of 
Antiquities ; and ſeems not alrogether 
unworthy of the Name of ſummus & erus 
ditus Antiquarius, given him by (a) one 
who was certainly ſo himſelt. His Maps 
are extremely well ; and make a noble 
Apparatus ( as they were d:ſign'd) to 
his Hiſtory. But his Deſcriptions of the 
ſeveral Counties are moſtly ſhort Ab- 
firats of what Camden had faid before 
him, ſaving only that of Norfo/t, which 
(he owns, tho' he is not always fo civil 
to his chief Benefaftor) he had from 
Sir Zfenry Spelman. I am apt to believe 
he was not much in Sir Henry's Debt ; 
ſince tis likely the Y7llare Anglicum (at- 


_ — — a A AE A MA AA AAS ns 
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(a) Sheringham de Angl. Orig. p. 42. 


terwards 


( 14) | 


terwards publiſh'd in Sir ZZenry's Name, ® 


by 
+ 
a” 


and faid to be. compos'd by him and ? 
Mr. Dodeſworth) was chiefly drawn out 
of Speed's Alphabetical Tables on the ® 
back of his Maps. The like muſt be *: 
faid of Edw. Leigh's ſhort Treatiſe of (a) 
Empland deſcrib d, &c. which is a ſmall 
handfull of Gleanings out of the ſame 3 
common Field. Ot the like Complexi- 
on is a good ſhare of Fuller's (4) Wor- ® 
thies ; which pretends to givean account # 
of the Native Commodities , Manufa- 
Cures, Buildings, Proverbs, &c. of all the 7 
Counties of England and Wales ; as well 
as of their great men in Church and State ; 
tho' this latter looks like the principal Z 
Deſign, and makes up the greateſt part ® 
of the Volume. It was hudled up in £ 
haſt, (c) for the procurement of ſome mo- © 
derate profit for the Author, tho' he did 7 
not live to ſee it publiſhd. It correts % 
many Miſtakes in his Eccleſiaſtical Hi- E 
ſtory ; but makes more new ones in 
their ſtead. The beſt things in it are the 7 
Catalogues of the Sheriffs; and the Liſts 

of the Gentry, as they were return'd 

from the ſeveral Counties (twelve only 


excepted) in the 12th. year of Henry . 


. 


(# 8*. Lond. 1659. (5) Fol. Lond. 1662. (c)P. 2 0s 


the 


* + 


ne, = 


#\ 
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the Sixth. His chief Author 1s Bale, for 
the Lives of his eminent Writers ; and 


& thoſe of his greateſt Heroes are common- 
*® ly miſ-ſhapen Scraps, mix'd with Tattle 
= and Lyes. But the boldeſt Plagiary in 
# the whole pack, is R. Blome, the pre- 


tended Author of the mock (a) Britan- 


io nia, or, A Geographical Deſcription of the 
= Kingdoms of England, Scotland azxd Ire- 
& land, &c. a moſt entire Piece of Theft 
Z out of Camden and Speed. 

* Beſides theſe Volumes in print, there 14 s.Col- 
are many vaſt Bundles of Collections, re- le ions. 


lating to the general Geography and An- 


Z tiquities of this Nation, which ſtill re- 
= main in Manuſcript ; and are the pecu- 


® liar Treaſure of our publick and private 
2 Libraries. Such are thoſe of FH. Ferrers 


= ; 
As 
” p# 
3. "Pha dn LOR? 


* Efq; a great Friend and. Aſſiſtant to (4) 
2 Mr. Camden; one large Volume where- 
% of (relating to the Pedigrees of our 


Nobility and Gentry) is now in thg{c) 
Heralds Office at London, and othetfre 


ſcatterd in private hands. Many more 


of the like kind are referrd to by Sir 
William Duzdale : as thoſe of (4 R. Glo- 
ver, (e) Jo. Hanſon, (f) S. Kuiveton, 


IE ne rn. 


(a) Fol. Lond. 1673. (6) Camd. Brican, in War- 
wickſhire. (c) Ath. Oxon. vol. I. pag. 504. (4) Mo- 
naſt. Angl. Tom II. p. 18. 66. 246. $51. 869, &c. 
(e) Ib.p. 41. (f) Ib. p. 50. 184. 697: 


(a) A. 


-/ 
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(a) A. Vincent, Sir (b) Hen. Spelmaii, | 
Sir (c) R. St. George and others ; and he | 
has alſo left a fair number of his own 
Compoſure, which were kindly depoſi- | 
ted by himſelt in his Son A/pmole's Mu- | 
ſeum at Oxford. His Copartner Dodeſ- 
worth's are in Bodley's Library. 

We are likewiſe indebted ro them that 
have been at the Expence of making Sur- | 
veys of the whole Kingdom, in order | 
to the affording us more accurate 
Maps than thole which had formerly 
been drawn at Random. After the uſe- 
full endeavours of Saxton and Speed, 
great Summs were expended this way ! 
by Seller and Morden, at whoſe charges 
ſome piltering Interlopers have ſet up to 
vend more correff Maps . of England (as 
they call them) which are in nothing 
difterent from theirs, but in ſome few 
changes of the Bearings of Towns, new | 
Currents of Rivers, &c. all of the fame | 
vibe, and diſcover'd by the fame Art, | 
with the Painter's Wite's Iſland. Mr. ® 
Adams'slarge Map, with the ContraQti- # 
on of it afterwards mult alſo be acknow- 
ledg'd to be done with good Pains, | 
Judgment and Exactnels. *I'were to be | 


(#) Ibid. p. 85. (6) Ibid. p. 70. 154. 298. 449. 596. B 
(c) Ibid. p. 78. 196. 624. ; L 
will'd Z 


Ev: 3 


wiſh'd his Index (a) YVilars had no more 
Errors nor Omiſlions in it: but we are 
not without hopes, but that the mighty 
Improvements which have been made 
upon this, by the Induſtrious and Learn- 
ed Mr. (b) Aubrey, may ſhortly be 
publiſhed. | 


The Natural Hiſtory of England was Natural 
a thing never dream'd on till the Viſ- Hiſtory. 


count of St. Albans (Sir Francis Bacon) 
began to publiſh his own Diſcoveries in 
Experimental Philoſophy ; and, by his 
great Example and Succeſs, ſet ſome leſ- 
ſer Heads a working. "Twas this great 
Man who firſt (c) obſerved to our Ex 
g/fh Philoſophers, that we wanted two 
parts in three of a juſt Natural Hiſtory ; 
which he calls Expatiatio Nature & Ars. 
Under the- former he ranks all the un- 
couth and uncommon Occurrences in 
Simple Nature; and, under the other, 
her ſeveral Modifications (and the ma- 
ny. Uſeful and Inſtructive Diſcoveries 


. ® that are made of Her) in Arts Mechani- 


= cal. And yet what is it ( upon the 
# whole) that we have hitherto had on 
# either of theſe SubjeAs 2 Dr. Childrey's 


(s) Fol. Lond. 1680. (5) MS. in Muſeo Aſhmol, 


g Oxon, (c) De Augment. Scient. Lib. 2. Cap. 2. 


C (a) Bri» 
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Ca) Britannia Baconica does promiſe an 
Hiltorical Account of the Natural Rar 
ties of England, Scotland and Wales; 
with Obſervations and Deductions an- 
ſwerable to the Rules laid down by the | 
Lord Bacon: But his Volume (not to 
ſay a hard thing of him) is manifeſtly 
too ſmall tor the performance. Sir Fugh 
Platt's (b) Fewel Houſe, and Dr. Mer- 
ret's (c) Pinax are alſo rather ſhort Ca» 
talogues of our Natural Curiofities, than 
juſt Treatiſes upon *em: For no ſuch 
thing has yet appear'd. We have in- 
deed a pretty good ſtock of Materials to- 
wards the raiſing of ſuch a Fabrick ; if 
we could but meet with a Judicious and 
Daring Archite&t, The late Honourable 
and Famous Mr. Boyle has (in ſeveral of 
his Trats) made large Diſcoveries of 
the Nature of our Froſts, Snow, Hail 
and other Meteors. Our flying and 
creeping Inſects have been carefully mar 
ſhall'd and examin'd by Dr. (4) Liſer; 
who alſo has notably inform'd us of the# 
molt abſtruſe Phenomena in our Springs 
and (e) Mineral Waters (as Dr. Plott® 
(a) 8*. Lond. 1661. (6) 4*. Lond. 1652. (c) 88 


Lond. 1C65. (4) Traft. de Aran. & Nor. in Goedant® | 
(-) De Fontibus Medicat. Angl. 8*, Lond 1684. = 


likewies 
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likewiſe has (a) done) and has reduced 
our Land and' þ) Sea-ſhells into the beſt 
-;. © Claſſes that are any where extant. Our 
a (c) Fowl, (4) Fiſh, and (e) Quadrupeds 
the @& are wgll Tribd by Mr. Willaghby and 

= Mr. Kay. OurEarths, Metals, and other 


ty Foſſils, have been enquir'd into by (f) 
__ Mr. Webſter, and others. Our fortn'd 
- Stones, which have been ſtrangely neg- 
Ca- leted by the Naturaliſts of former Ages, 


war will (we hope) ſhortly be very through- 

ly and fatisfatorily treated on by the [n- 
genious Dr. Woodward; who, by what 
TI he hasalready (g) publiſh'd on that Sub- 
F je, has rather rais'd our Expectations 
; than remov'd our Doubts. We likewiſe 
expect a deal of Information, in theſe 
amuſing Curioſities, from the Learned 
Mr. Edward Lhwyd, who has Abilities 
ſufficient to go through with any Un» 
dertaking, wherein his (ſingular Modeſty 
will allow him to engage. Mr. Beau- 
mont ought alſo to be reminded of the 
thoughts he once had o! (h) ſetting forth 


3 (s) De Orig. Fontium. 8*. Oxon. :685. (6) Hiſt. 
= Conchyliorum. Fol. Lond. 1685. 86. &c. ad 1691, 
ZZ (c) Wiltughbys Ornithology. Fol. Lond. 1678. (4) His 

& Icthyology. Fol. Oxon. (e) Joh. Raii Synopſis A- 
38 nim. ©c. 8*, Lond. 1693. (Ff) Mcrallographia. 4*. 
Lond. 1671i. (g) Nat. Hiſt. of the Earth. 8*. Lond. 
1695- (+) Conlid. on the Theory of the Earth. p. 4. 


Fo... wo . a par- 


(20) 


a particular Traft to this purpoſe: No $ 
Man being better qualify'd for ſuch a 
performance. Mr. Ray has put our Bo- 
taniſts upon daily ſearches after new 
Plants ; ſince his (a) Sywopfis hag told 
them what numerous Diſcoveries have Z 
been lately made by Mr. Lhwyd in Wales, 
Mr.' Lawſox in the Northern Counties of 
England, &c. The like Encouragements 
our Naturaliſts have from his (and Mr, 
Willughby's) Ornithology to make fur- 
ther Enquiries after the many hitherto 
undiſcover'd Species of Birds ; ſince 'tis 
eaſily obſervable, that the Authors of 
that Work having had the greateſt Aſſi- 
ſtance from Mr. Johnſon and Mr. Feſſop 
(both Torkſhire Men) there are 1n it 
more Diſcoveries of new kinds from the 
North than any other Quarter of the 
Kingdom. To all theſe muſt be added 
the many Ingenious Informations com- 
municated, from moſt parts of the Na- 
tion, in our Philoſophical Tranſa@ions ; 


eſpecially from ſome of the forementi- # 


oned chief Naturaliſis of this Age, Dr. 
Plott, Dr. Liſter, and Mr. Ray. bs 

Some general Accounts have been gi- 
ven of our Exg/iſh Policy and Frame of 


(a) Synopſis Method. 8*. Lond, 1690, 


Govern- 


$03 
Government; wherein our Hiſtorian 
ought to be well vers'd and converſant ; 
eſpecially in thoſe that are written by 
Stateſmen, and ſuch as may be pre- 
ſum'd to have well underſtood the Af- 
fairs they treat on. Sir Thomas Smith's 
(a) Commonwealth of England has met 
with good Applauſe ; having been fre- 
quently printed both in Eng/iſh and La- 
tin, There was alſo another ſmall Trea- 
tiſe (entitul'd, The Authority, Form and 
Manner of holding Parliaments) lately 
(5) publiſh'd in his Name : but ſome 
have queſtion'd whether it be rightly 
father'd. Upon this latter Subje&t we 
have a printed Account of the Opinion 
of Mr. Camden (c) ; together with thoſe 
of F. Doderidge, Arthur Agard and Fran- 
cis Tate. Sir Walter Raleigh bs like- 
wiſe written (as he uſed to do on all 
other SubjeQs) moſt judiciouſly and (4d) a- 
cutely upon the Prerogatives of our 
Parliaments ; and Sir Robert Cotton's 


® (e) Poſthuma are full of Learning on 
** the ſame Topick. Dr. Chamberlain's 
— preſent ſtate of Eng/and has been fo well 


3 (a) Firſt publiſb'd in Engliſh 4*. Lond. 1583. (6) 89. 
Lond. 1685. (c ) High Court of Parliament. 8*. 
Lond. 1658. (4) Vid. Hen. Spelm. Gloſl. pag. 451. 
= (e) 8*. Lond. 1679, 


C 3 receiv'd 


(32) 
receiv'd, as to admit of a new Edition 
-almoſt yearly ever ſince *twas (a) firſt 
publiſh'd. It has been indeed, of late, 
very courſly treated by a nameleſs Scrib- 
ler of Obſervations on the Times : But lie 
ſeems to have been hird to the Drudge 
ry of penning ſuch unmannerly Reflects 
ons, by a Gentleman who had newly# 
publiſh'd another Book (much tuller i; 
Miſtakes) under the like Title. 

Heraldry, - As to what concerns 6ur Nobility and 
Gentry , all that come within either of 
thoſe Liſts, will allow that Mr. Se/dex' 
(b) Titles of Honour ought firit to bt 
well perusd; for the gaining of a gene 
ral Notion of the Diſtintion of Degree 
from an Emperour down to a Country: 
Gentleman: And, after this, the thre 
Volufnes of Sir Wift:am Dugdale's (c) Bu 
ronage of England ; which gives an Ac 
count of the Lives and Proweſs of al 
our Engliſh Nobility; from the coming# 
in of the Saxons down to the Year 167697 
Whatever relates to the Knights of the? 
moſt Noble Order of the Garter is com- 
pletely ſhewn us by Mr. 4ſhmole , it” 
his molt elaborate and perfe&t (4) Work” 
on that Subject. For inferiour Ranks 


(s) 8*. Lond. 1668. (4) Fol. Lond. 1672. (c) Fol” 
Lond. 1675, & 1676. (4) Fol. Lond. 1672. ; 


b 
we'r 
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we have 'em in the Books of Heraldry 
that have been. publiſh'id by Whrley, 
Brooks, Vincent, Dugdale, and (eſpecial- 
ly) Guilim; of the (a) two laſt Editions 
of whoſe Book 'tis obſerv'd, thar R. 
Blome has ſo diſguis'd and ſpoil'd it, that 
if the Author, or Authors, of it were [i- 
ving they could fearce know it. What is 
mitiing in theſe will be abundantly ſup- 
plyd our of the great Treaſury of MS. 
ColleRions in the Heralds Office at Lon- 
don ; wherein are innumerable Inſcripti- 
ons, Arms, Epitaphs, Pedigrees, Lii's 
of Precedence at Coronations and Func» 
rals, &c. 


(a) Fol. Lond. 1660, & 1679. 
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CHA P. IL 


Of particular Deſcriptions of Counties ; 
with their Cities and great Towns. 


; I'S fo much the general Humour 

of Mankind to be fond of their 
Native Soil, ahd Places of chief Refi- 
dence and Abode, that Hiſtorians muſt 
not pretend to be ſo far of a different 
Compoſition from their Neighbours as 
not to be ſubje& ro the common Frailty. 
They are as liable to diſcover their Do- 
tage, in this Particular, as other ordi- 
nary Mortals ; and thence it comes that 
Tngulfus's Hiſtory is fo full of Crowland, 
W. Neu igenſis's of Torkſhire, M. Paris's 
of St. Albans, &c. whenever any ſhas 
dow of an opportunity is offer'd. *Tis 
from the ſame Principle that we have 
few Counties in England whoſe Records 
have not been caretully ſought out, and 
Endeavours uſed to preſerve them, by 
ſome of their Sons; who have uſually 
prov'd more happy inſuch Undertakings 
(as having gone about them with moſt 
hearty Zeal and Application) than any 


: of 
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S of our more general Writers. Thoſe that 


] have met with of this kind are here 
drawn into Order and Rank ; according 
to the following Alphabetical Liſts of 
Z our ſeveral Counties. 


BARKSHIRE has not hitherto, that Berks. 

I know of, had its general Antiquities 
(nor its Natural Hiſtory) collected by a- 
ny Body. Only, the Caſtle and Cha- 
pel of Windſor have been at large treated 
on by the excellent Pen of Elias Aſh- 
mole Eſquire, in his Hiſtory of the Knights 
of the Garter, before mention'd. 


BEDFORDSHIRE is under the like Bedford. 
Misfortune ; tho” the Hiſtory of Dun/ta- 
ble (of which in its proper place) and 
other Records are not wanting, to fur- 
niſh out Materials for ſuch a Work. 


BUCKING HAMS HIRE has had the Bucks. 
& happineſs to have ſome of its Borders 
$ (about Ambroſden, &c.) curiouſly de- 
 ſcribd, and its Antiquities preſerv'd, by 
=> the Ingenious (a) Mr. Xennet. 


» CAMBRIDGESHIRE, A little of com- 
> both the Natural Hiſtory and Antiqui- bridge. 
'B (a) 4 Oxon. 1695, ” 7 

- s ties 


(26) 
ties of this County is touch'd on by Sir 
William Dugdale , in his Hiſtory of the 
(a) Imbanking and Dreining of diven 
Fenns and Marſhes both in Foreign Part 
and in this Kingdom. Dr. Hickes, in the 
Appendix to his ( 4 ) Saxon Grammy 
mentions a Manuſcript in Sir John Cot 
tors Library (entitul'd, Statuta de Gildl 
quadam in Cantabrigia) which ſeems tt 
relate to the Town of Cambridge. The 
Writers upon the Afairs of the Univer 
ſity belong to {c) another place. 


CHESHIRE was long fince deſcrib 
by Lucian, a Monk, ſoon after the Cot 
queſt ; whoſe Work is cited by (4) C: 
den, as a piece of great Rarity and go, 
Value. S. Erdeſwick ( the great Anti 
quary of Staffordſhire ) ſeems to hay 
written alſo ſomething of the Hiſtory 
this County ; as is intimated by his M! 
Book in the hands of ſeveral Gentleme 
of Staffordſhire, which begins thus 
(e) Having diſpoſed with my ſelf to tal 
a further View of the Shires of Staffor 
ſhire and Cheſter, &c. A third Deſcri”7 
tion of this County (Geographical ans 

a 1662. . 13t. (c) Chap. 18 
Fo Lend a6 Pen. {0 Op 
P- 275. | '\ 


Hiſtor® 
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Hiſtorical ) was written by W. Smith, 
Rouge-dragon Purſuivant at Arms, and 
left in the hands of Sir Raxulph Crew, 
ſometimes Lord Chief Juſtice of the 
King's Bench ; whoſe Grandchild (Sir R. 
Crew) afterwards publiſh'd it. A Fourth 
was compil'd by W. Webb M.A. and 
ſometime Town-Clerk of Cheſter ; which 
was thought worthy the publiſhing by 
that Judicious Anctiquary Sir Simon Ar- 
cher of Tamworth. Theſe two laſt were 
afterwards printed together (under the 
Title of (a) The Yale Royal of England) 
by Daniel King ; who took care to have 
the Work beautify'd with ſeveral Cuts 
of Heraldry and Topography. The Ac- 
counts given of this Xivg by (4) Mr. Ful- 
ler and the (c) Oxford Antiquary are ve- 
ry widely different : So that whether he 
was Lux Patriz, as the former Styles 
him, or (in the others plain Engliſh) a 
filly Fellow and an errant Knave, I know 
not. Sir Peter (d) Leiceſter's Hiſtorical 
Antiquities were alſo (no doubt) chiefly 
intended to do Honour to this County : 
For tho' the firſt Book pretends to treat 
of the general Afﬀairs of Great Britain 


— 


(s) Fol. Lond. 1656. (5) Worthies of Engl. pag. 
184. in Cheſh. (c) Athen. Oxon. VoL IL p.163. (a) Fol. 
Lond. 1673. 


and 


(28) 
and Ireland, its true Deſign was to Ins 
troduce (what alene comes to be han- 
dled in the Second) the Antiquities of 
Cheſhire, and chiefly of Buck/ow Hun- 
dred. The Conteſts which hereupon hap. 
pen'd *twixt Sir Peter and (his Kinſman) 
Sir Thomas Manwaring are not worth the 
remembring, as belonging rather to the 
Men of the Law than Hiſtory. There's 
an old MS. Hiſtory of the Earldom of 
Cheſter quoted ( out of Bennet-Library ) 
by Mr. (a) Seldex ; the ſummm whereof, 1 
imagine, has been publiſh'd by Judge 
Doderidge, in the Hiſtory he (5) wrote 
of the Ancient and Modern Eſtate of 
this Earldom, together with that of the 
Principality of Wales and Dutchy of 
Cornwal/, Ia this Treatiſe Sir Fohn, with 
a great deal of Induſtry and ExaQuneſs, 
calculates the ancient and preſent Reve- 
nues of this Palatinate ; but is not fo cu- 
rious in clearing up its original Hiſtory, 
This Defe@ is ſince very much ſupply'd 
by the Labours of the late (c) Ingenious F 
Mr. Harrington; who has left behind 3 


oo 
94 
* 


him ſeveral excellent Remarks on that & 
SubjeR, together with other good Col- 
leftions relating to the Antiquities of | 


() Titles of Hon. p. 729. (6) 4*. Lond. 1639. ws 
66, 1 


(c) See Camd. Brit. N, E. p. 566 'v8 
this 


(29) 


this County. Several Books (fays (a) Fohn 


Pits) were written by Henry Bradſhaw 
(a Beneditine Monk, who di'd 4. D. 
1513 ) De Antiquitate & Magnificentid 
@rbis Ceſtrie : All which, I am apt to 
believe, are ſwallow'd up by (another 
Work, fays that Gentleman) His Life of 
St. Werburg; which is ſtill to be had in 
ſeveral of our Libraries. 


CORNWALL. The Survey of this Cornwall; 


County is ſo exaQly taken by (6) R. Ca- 
rew Eſquire, that there will be only occa- 
ſion for Poſterity carefully to continue 
a Work fo excellently begun; and to 
which Mr. Camden acknowledges himſelf 
indebred for the chief Light he had in 
theſe parts. This Book, with large Ad- 
ditions, is now in the poſſeſſion of Mr: 
Chiſwell, Bookſeller -in London; who 
may probably, e're long, oblige us with 
a new Edition. There is alſo an Hiſto- 
rical Account of this County in MS. 
pen'd by F. Norden (who Mr. Camden 
(c) tells us, did ſometime travel in- 


& to this part of the Kingdom) in the 
& hands of the Learned Dr. Gale. Sir 
& John Doderidges Hiſtory of the Dut- 


(s) Pag. 690. (5) 4*. Lond. 1602. (c) Camd. E- 


# piſt. p. 72, 


chy 


(39) 
_ chy has been already mention'd in Che- 
ſhire. © 


CUMBERLAND. There's a Manu- 
I Hit, land. {ſcript Deſcription of this County (written 
[IN by one Mr. Denton of Cardew, about 50 
ih or 60 Years agoe) which ſeems to be 
done with good Care and Judgment ; 
Copies whereof are in the hands of ſe 
veral of the Gentry. Ir chiefly treats of 
Families, Pedigrees, Conveyances of E- 
ſtates and Mannors, &c. but occafional- 
Wt ti ly handles ſome other Antiquities, of 2 
'(I0100 more general Nature and higher Date. 
01 1! Some Obſervations have alſo been made 
lately, relating to the Natural Hiſtory 
of Cumberland ; which may very pro- 
bably, e're long, come into as many 
hands. The Antiquities of the City of 
Carliſle are colleted by Dr. H7. Todd, 
Prebendary of that Church; and are 
now (or ſhould be) in the poſleſlion of 
the Mayor and Aldermen. 


a a = = 8$ @@© 7##-- 4 = —_ ith - lt: 


Derly. DERBISHIRB. The Mines of this| 
County ſhould (methinks) invite ſome 
of our Inquiſirive Naturaliits to give® 
us as particular an Account of the Me-7 
tals and Minerals, as Ed. Manlow (ſome- 
times Steward of the Works) has done 


| 
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of the Miners, in his Book entituled, , 
(a) Cuſtoms of the (b) Barge-Moot-Court ; 
which has been improv'd by 7. Hough- 
ton in his (c) Colleftion of the Laws, Li 
berties, &c. of the Mines and Miners of 
Derbyſhire. I ſhould alſo think the 
Wonders of the Peat are as proper a 
Subject for a Philoſopher to write on in 
Proſe, as they can be for the molt ex- 
alted Poetry of either (4) Mr. Hobbs or 
(e) Mr. Cotton ; and that Buxton-Wells 
deſerve a better Deſcriber than Antiqua- 


ted (f) John Jones. 


DEVONSHIRE. 
ronet, is reported to have written a De- 
ſctiption of Devonſhire ; the Manuſcript 
whereof is all along quoted by 7ho. Ful- 
ler (in his Worthies) when he comes to 
treat of that County ; tho' he ſays no» 
thing of him amongſt its Writers. 7ho. 
Riſdon's Survey or Chorographical Deſcrip= 
tion of Devonthire, continues likewiſe in 


= MS. though Copies of it are no rare 
X Matters among the Gentry of that 
& County. "Tis ſaid one (g) Weſtcote 


% (a) 8*, Lond. 1653. (6) Berge-moot is the truer 
= Writing. (c) 129. Lond. 1687. (4) De Mirabilibus 
| Pecci. 4*. Lond. 1666. (e) 4*. Lond. 1681. (Ff) 8*. 
& Lond. 1572. (g) Athen.Oxon, Vol. I. p. 517. 


either 


Northcot Ba- Devon. 


Dorſet. 


Durham, 


+ Either wrote another Survey ; or, at 
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leaſt, had a hand in that which was 
compos'd by Riſdon. I wiſh this Weſt. 
cote be not the ſame Man with Dr. Ful- 


ler's Northcote : for he's often further 


miſtaken than from Weſt to North. The | 


Remarkable Antiquities of the City of 
Exeter were publiſh'd by (a) Richard I 
z2aac ; but (as a (5) worthy Perſon ob- 
ſerves) the Book 1s a dry Colleion, and 
full of Miſtakes; there being nothing 
(worth the peruſal) which had not been 
before remark'd in F. Zooker's Deſcripti- 
a, Reprinted in Z7o/inſhead's Chro- 
nicle. 


*DORSETSHIRE. Unleſs Mr. Etrick 
(who oblig'd the late Publiſher of the 
Britannia with ſome of his Remarks) 
will furniſh us with the Antiquities of 
this County, I cannot tell from what 
Quarter we are to expect them. 


DURHAM. The Colle&tions made | 
by Mr. Mickleton are perhaps the only * 
Papers extant which treat of the Civil # 
Aﬀairs of this County, as diſtin from &* 
the Eccleſiaſtical ; and indeed (conſide- # 


(5) Wh. Kennet*: Life of Somn, D | 


(a) 8*. Lond. 168 1. 
Pag. 20; 
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ring the whole was anctently, and the 
greateſt part is ſtiſl, the Church's Patri- 
mony ) the matter is not much ta be 
wonder d at. The City of Durham is de- 
ſcrib'd in a MS.-old Engliſh (or Saxon) 
Poem, in (a) Sr. Fohn Cotton's Library. 


ESSEX. There is a Report of F. Nor- 
den's having written a Survey of this 
County ( a thin Folio MS. in Sr. Edm. 
Turner's Library) and that Mr. Strang- 
man has attempted the Collection of its 
Antiquities : But (whatever their Per- 
formances may have been) we have 
cauſe ro hope for good things, on that 
Subje@, very ſhortly from Mr. Ou/ley ; 
who has given a Specimen of his Work 
in what hz has communicated in the 
New Edirion of Camden. The Deſcrip- 
tion of Harwich with all its Appurtenan- 
ces and Antiquities was written by Silas 
Taylor ( Author of the Hiſtory of Gavel- 
kind) who was Store-keeper at that Porr, 


& A. D. 1665. The Book was never Prin- 


e $2 ted; and where tis to be had in Manu- 
/ 2 ſcript my (4) Author does not inform 
=> INE. 


Eſſex, 


GLOCESTERS HIRE. Whether the Glocefter. 


(a) Vitellius, D, 20. (4) Ath. Oxon. vol. II. P. 465. 
D Chro« 
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Chronicon Claudioceſtriz (written by (a) 
Andrew Horn, a ſupposd Citizen of 
Gloceſter , God knows when ) fpeaks 
wholly, or at all, of the Afﬀairs of this} 
County, is mighty uncertain : But we 
are pretty ſure that (4) Sr. Matthen}! 
Hales made large Colleftiors to that 
purpoſe, tho he did not live to fit 
them for the Preſs. Propoſals were alfq 
(c) long ſince Publiſh'd tor Printing the 
Antiquities of Gloce/terſhire by Mr. Abe 
Wantner ; who, meeting with the Dib 
couragements that are Common in that 
Caſe (an untoward Recompence for x 
Gentleman's twelve years pains and ſty 
dy) was content to enjoy the Fruits 
his Labour himſelf, the Publick not ad 
mitting of his Services, The City 0 
Glcefter's Military Government has beenſ 
accounted for by (d) John Corbet ; and 
the Laws and Cuſtoms of the Minen 
in the Fore!t of Deayx by an (e) Anony: 
mous Writer, ; 


HAMPSHIRE. The County 1s —_ 
undeſcrib'd : But a Deſcription of thi - 
City of Wincheſter, with an Hiſtorical 

(a) J. Pits, p. 823. (8) See his Life, by Dr. Burn 3 


(c) A. D.1683. (4) 8vo Lond. 1651. (e) 12mo Lont# 
1687, #} 


L 
WY 
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Relation of divers Memorable Occurren- 
ces touching the ſame, is faid to have 
been written by (a) Fohn Trufſe!; who 
was himſelf ſometime Alderman of 


Z that City, and continu'd S. Danie!'s Hi- 
hep ſtory. I gueſs it to be too Voluminous 
hat @ to appearin Print , rather than (as (4) 
fit Mr. Xennet preſumes it) too imperfect. 


Something, to the ſame purpoſe, was 
likewiſe written by Dr. Bettes ; whoſe 
Book is ſtill in MS. As are alſo, I ſuppoſe, 
{ Mr. Butler's Remarks on the Monu- 
| ments in this ancient City. A General 
ra Survey of the Iſle of Wight (part of this 
.& County) was written by (c) Sr. Francis 
os XnoZz, Knight of the Garter and Privy- 
24. Counſellour to Queen Elizabeth : a Ma- 
of nuſcript Copy whereof was 1a the Li- 
za& brary ofthe late Earl of Arg/eſey. There 
ini is alſo a (4) Fragment (ot 17. Quarto 
ei Pages) Entituld Antiquitates Inſale 
8 Yeae, in Bodley's Library, among the 

= MSS. of Richard Fames( Fellow of C.C.C, 

= in Oxford) an eminent Antiquary ; who 
ye dyd, at or. Tho, Cotton's in Weſtminſter, 
the”. A. D. 1638. 


O— ——  —— 


; (s) Arh. Oxon. vol. Ip. 380. (6) Life of 5omn. p. 
& 21. (c) Ath. Oxon. vol. I. p. 248. (4) 1. ib. p. 525. 
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ford, 
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FLART FORDSHIRE. A(a) Choro- |} 
graphical Deſcription of this County 
was publiſhed by John Norden, Gentle- 
man ; whom we ſhall again meet with 
in Kent and Middleſex, as we have had 
already occaſion to mention him in other 
Counties. But 'tis hop'd his Enquiries 
will be infinitely outdone by Sr. /Zenry 
Chauncey Kt. Serjeant at Law ; whoſe 
Antiquities we are greedily expecting to 
ſee Publiſh'd. 


FEERE FORDS HIRE. Silas Taylor (be- 
foremention'd, in Eſſex) ſpent four years 
in collecting the Antiquities, Pedigrees, 
Epitaphs, &c. of this County ; and his 
Papers were lately (perhaps, now are) 
in the hands of Sr. Edward Harley of 
Brompton-Brian. The (6b) Ranſack he 
made, during the times of Ufurpation, 
in the Libraries of the © athedral Chur- 
ches of Hereford and Worceſter, might 
furniſh him with a greater plenty of Ma- 
terials than (it may be) a man will eaſi- # 
ly meet with at this Day : and therefore Þ 
his Collections are juſtly recommended F 
as a good (c) Apparatus for any that 
ſhall hereafter write on the ſame Subject, 


— 


(a) 4" Lond. 1593. (6) Athen. Oxon. vol. II p. 465, 
(-) Hiſt, & Antiq. Oxon. Part, IL. p. 368. 
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E?)NTINGDONS HIRE. St. Robert Hunting: 


Cotton 15 reported to have (a) written don. 


that Deſcription which John Speed hus 
publiih'd of this County. 


KENT. Let this be obſervd for the Kent. 


Honour of Kent (ſays an (5) Ingenious 
and Learned Gentleman, Native ot this 
County) that while other Counties ( aud 
but few of them) have met with ſingle 
Pens to give the Hiſtory and Deſcription 
of them ; ours has had no leſs than four 
Writers to celebrate the Glorzes of it, 
Lambard, Somaner, Kilburn, and Piul- 
pot. He will nor, I Hope, take it ill, 
if weenlarge the Catalogue. Both Bale 
and Pits expreſsly reckon the 7rinera- 
rium Cantiz among Fohn Leland's Com- 
poſures; ſo that I ithould think he be- 
ſtow'd ſomething of more care than or- 
dinary 1n diſpoſing the Remarks he made 
on this County. W. Lambard's Peram- 
bulation of Fent was indeed the firſt Ac- 
count which was (c) publith'd ; and ir 
was not only highly applauded by Cam- 
den, and other Chiet Judges of ſuch 

(a) Tho. Fuller's Ch. Hiſt. lib. 6. p. 295. & Hiſt. 
of Waltham. p. 12. (6) Kennet's Lite of Somn. p. 38. 
(c) 4* Lond. 1570. 


D 3 Mat- 
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Matters, but gave the hint to many 
more Men of Learning to endeavour the 
like Services for their ſeveral Counties, 
'T was not well approv'd by the Gentle- 
men of the Roman Communion. Rei & 
wer (a), particularly , cenſures it as a 
Work undertaken and carry'd on with | 
a Deſign to expoſe the Lewdneſles and 
Debaucheries of the late Inhabitants of 
the Monaſteries of that County ; in de- 
ſcribing whereof (he thinks many things 
are ſpitefully miſrepreſented. Mr. Som 
#er(b), it appears ,tully purpos'd to have 
given us the Antiquities of the whole 
County ; and had certainly made very} 
great Progreſs towards the completing| 
the Work, as appears by his Manuſcripts 
now in the Library of the Cathedral) 

Church of Canterbury. 'Tis not doubted 
but he would mightily have enlarg4i 
W. Lambard's Perambulation ; and hej 

gives us ſome Specimen of his Deſign to 

correc alſo his Errors, by marking ſuch 
as came in his way in ſome of his (c)® 
Treatiſes already publiſhd, However, 
we are not wholly depriv'd of thisgreat?” 
Work, ſome part of it having been lately 


(s) Apoſt. Bened, in Angl. p. 162. (4) Kenner'® 
Life of Somn. p. 33, 34, 35+ (c) Antiq. of Canterb 
P- 77, 88, 381. : 


publiſh} 
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publiſh'd under the Title of (a) 4 Trea- 
tiſe of the Roman Ports and Forts in 
Kent; wherein ( and in Mr. Gibſon s 


ES, 
le- Notes upon it) we have as entire a Dil- 
2» ® courſe as we could with for on that Sub- 
28 jet; rectifying a great many miitakes in 


th Camden, Lambard, Philpot, &c. and dit- 
nd covering the true Situation of tho!e an» 
of MW cient Places. Philpor's (b) YVillare Cant ia- 


num was not written by Thomas Fhilpet , 
whoſe name it bears, but by (his Father ) 
m8 John, Somerſet Herald ; who is only 
ve own'd to be Author of the Additional 
:& Hiſtory of the High Sherifls of the Coun- 
ry ty- And, what Faith (a Learned (c) 
nos Countreyman of his puts the Queſtion 
ti in my Mouth) can begiven to him that 
al& could afford 'to rob his own Father of 
e& the credit of his Book. Xilburn's (4) Sur- 
"488 vey of Kent (you may take (e) Mr. XHen- 

= Net's word for it) is all Modern and Su- 
to perficial. Another Survey. of the Coun- 


+ ty (in proportion to the reſt of the fame 
J)& Author's) was drawn by John Nerden ; 
43 which none have hitherto thought worth 


ma the handing to the Preſs, and tew have 
Iy& reckon'd ſo conſiderable as to mention 


t' by (a) 8*. Oxon. 1693. (5) Fol. Lond. 1659. & 1664. 
ks (c) Kenne?”s Life of Somn. p. 37, 38. (4) 4*. Lond. 1659. 
| (:) Lite of Somn. p. 37. 
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it. To theſe, 1 think, we may add Joby | 
Weevers (a) Funeral Monumears ; a 
great ſhare ot'em having been cIected 


1n the Dioceſes of Canterbury and Rocheſter, 


But let the Reader never forget the Re- 
mark made on him by &) \ir. Wharton, 


that he has moſt ſcandalouſly miitaken 
the Numeral Letters and Figures in moſt 
of the Inſcriptions he tranſcribd : which 
makes it hazardous for an Antiquary.to 
rely upon his Authority, Both Mr. 
Somner's Excellent (c) Treatile of Gavel 


kind, and Silas Taylor's (d' Hittory of } 


the ſame,ought allo io be reterr'd to the 


Catalogue of this County's Hiſtorians | 


and Antiquaries; as explaining an an- 


cient Cuſtom, whereof there are now | 


hardly any Remains elſewhere within 


the King's Dominions. The Hiſtory of 


the City of Canterbury ſeerms to have 
been penn'd long ſince by Wil. Gilling- 
kam, a Benedictine Monk of that place ; 
who is (e) faid to have written De Rebus 


Cantuarienſibus , about the year 1390. 
John Twyne (f) mentions ſome Coile- 
tions that he had made tending to. Illu- 3 
ſtrate the Antiquities of this City : But 7 


— — -- ——— 


(s Fol. Lond. 1 63 + (5) Angl. Sacr. Par. I. p. 668. 
(c) 4*. Lond. 1660. (4) 4*. Lond. 1 663. (4) To. Pits, | 


P- 552. (f) Comment. deReb. Albion. 


Mr. 


——— wr Tc. 
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be WMr. Somner aſſures us he could no more 

4 Wrncet with them than with thoſe of Zho. 
ed WS potr, mention d by Bale.But its everiaſt- 
'r. Wing Monument is W. Somner's( a) Antiqui- 
& Wries of Canterbury; or,a Survey of that an- 


jent City with its Suburbs and Cathedral: 
\ work which ſecur'd tne Honour of all 
that the Title-page mentions from the 
Leveling Fury and Madneſs of the Time 
wherein 'twas publilth'd, and is deſerved- 


Ir. Wy recommended (both by the (4) Au- 
{- thor's Enemies and Friends) as a Piece 
of Wmoſt exquiſitely Perfe&t in its kind, A- 
1e Wmong't his Manuſcripts at Canterbury, 
ns Wthis Book may be ſcen interleav'd, with 


n- Wlarge Additions in the Author's own 
w FHand-writing. The Spaw-waters at 7un- 
in Wzridzeare treated on by Lod. Rowzee and 
of WP. Madan, MM. DD. And the Chroni- 
'e Wcle of Rocheſter (collected chiefly from 
7- Wthe 7extus Roffenſts, mention'd elſe- 
2; Wwhere ) is written by Edm. Bedenham 
4 FE\q. MS. 


. 
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Oo. 
C LANCASHIRE, A few years ago 7 yg. 


1- 2 Dr. R. Xeurden ſent out Propoſals for the er, 


it 2 Printing his Brigentia Lancaſtrienſis Re- 


« & favrata, or, a Hiſtory of the Honoura- 


"3 (-) 4*. Lond. 1640. (6) Kemer's Life of Somn. 
= P38: 19 | 
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ble Dukedom or County Palatine of Las 
caſter : which (he told us) was compos(, 


and laid ready for the Preſs, in Five Vo. 
lames. I know not how the Deſign 


came to miſcarry ; but do imagine thats 
the vaſtneſs of the Undertaking ſlacken'z 


its Pace. *Twere to be wiſh'd the Indy 
ſtrious Author would oblige us with an 
Abſtra@t of ſach Diſcoveries in it as art 
purely New to us, and his own. Ther 
can hardly be any danger of his meeting 
with better Encouragement and Succel 


upon ſuch a freſh Attempt : whereas it 


could not well prove otherwiſe than 

very cloying Method to propoſe the t: 
king off a Volume or two of General Pre 
Iiminaries, before we came at (the mai 
buſineſs) the Antiquities of Lancaſhir 
Some particulars relating to the Antiqu 
ties of the Northern Parts of this Coun 

were communicated, to the undertake 
of the new (a) Edition of Camden, b 
Sr. Dan. Fleming Kt. who is a Perſon « 
great Curioſity and Judgment in the 
Matters, and has made much large 


ColleRtions than could be brought with? 
in ſo ſmall a Compaſs as the Nature o* 
that work would admit of, Its Natus 


—_ 


= Britan, Camd. N. E, p. 802. 
ral 
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4 ral Hiſtory (I am told) is compiled by 
50M Dr. Charles Leigh; who has already gi- 
Vo yen us good earneſt of his Abilities, ſuit- 
918 able to the Undertaking, in his (a) Phthi- 


= /fologia Lancaſtrienſis ; cut acceſſit Tenta» 
8 men Philoſophicum de Mineralibus Aquis 
in eodem Comitatu Obſervatis. To which 
may be added Dr. Edm. Burlace's (b) 
Latham Spaw, with ſome Remarkable 
Caſes and_ Cures effected by it ; and (c) 
a ſhort Treatiſe touching the manner of 
making Salt of Sea-ſand in this County. 
The Town of Mancheſter has its particu- 
lar Hiliory written by one Richard FHol- 
lingworth, an ative Presbyterian Prea- 
cher in the beginning of our Civil Wars : 
which may be ſeen in MS. in their Col- 
lege Library. 


LEICESTERSHIRE is nobly De- £*icefer. 
ſcribed by Wifiam Burton Eſq; a native 
of this County,and Barriſter at Law. His 
(4) Deſcription runs in an Alphabetical 
= Order of the Villages; and his Method 
5 has been obſervd by many more that 
have fince endeavour'd the like ſervices 
& for other Counties. The Work conſiſts 
& chiefly of Deſcents, Pedigrees and Moot- 
(s) 8* Lond. 1694. , WM , 

thy hg org Foe ye 

| Caſes: 


Lincoln. 
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Caſes: But the Author was afterward 
ſenſibleof its main Defect, and therefore 
very muchenlarg'd and enrich'd it with 


an Addition of Roman, Saxon and othaÞ 
Antiquities. This appears from his owt 
Letter to Sr. Robert Cotton, ſtill extant;z 


and the Book it ſelf, thus improv, 
(a) ſaid to have been lately in the poſſe 
ſion of Walter Chetwind, of Jngeſtree neu 
St-fford, Eſq; who had alſo other 
nuſcripts of the ſaid Mr. Burton's Con 
polure. 


LINCOLNSHIRE wants an Hiſtoriar 
of Skill and Courage anſwerable to the 
vaſt Store of Materials (of all kinds) 
whichare there to be had. Its Fenns and 
Marſhes are indeed pretty largely treatel 
on by Sr. William Dugdale, in his (6) 
ſtory of Imbanking ; and (in the yet 
1671.) there was publith'd a ſhort Rela 
tion of great Damages done by a Tem 
peſt,.and Overflowing of the Tides it 


this County and Norfolk : But its main 
Body lies yet undeſcribed, to the Re 
proach of all thoſe Perſons of Learning 


and Ingenuity that are its Natives. 


wa wel 1% 4 £A 
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Butcher's Survey of Stamford is often - 


(©) Ath. Oxon. vol. II. p. 36. (6) Fol. Lond. 162: 


quoted} 
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quoted by Tho. Fuller (in his Worthies) 
when he comes to {peak of Lincolnſhire ; 
or as it is likewiſe, very frequently, by F. 
Wright in his Antiquities of Rutland. 
I It was printed in the Year 1646. 


bout the ſame time that he wrote his 0- 
ther (ſomewhat ſhorter) of Hart ford- 

ire. Both theſe Surveys are mention'd 
by (5) John Stow, as undertaken (and 
publith'd) in imitation of W. Lambard's 
— Eperambulation of MFert. The Funeral 
1 Monuments within the Dioceſe of Lox- 
ti'2F do» were Collected (after his Faſhion) by 
ds, F. Weever ; and we are lately encoura- 
and coed to hope for the” natural Hiſtory of 
the County by Dr. Plort. Tho. Johnſon's 
little ſhort account of thePlants that grow 
wild on (c) Hampſted-heath is the only 
thing publiſh'd Mat looks this way ; and 
'tis 10 incontiderable as hardly to deſerve 
& mentioning, The firſt Deſcription of the 
= tamous City of London(now Extant)was 
4 written by one W. Stephens or Fits-Ste- 
= phens (a Monk of Canterbury) about the 
= Year 1190. - Tis a ſaall Tract of about 


* () 4*. Lond. 1593. (6) Survey of Lond. in Epiſt. 
& Ded. (c) 8*. Lond, 1632. 


ten 


MIDDLESEX. John Norden (a) pub- Middle- 
liſhed a Deſcription of this County a- ſex. 


1h U 
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tzn pages in Quarto ; and is publiſh'd 
F. Stow (as an Appengix to his Survey 


under the Title of Stephanides. Robert 
Bale (Recorder of the City, A. D. 1461,) 


is alſo'faid to have written ſeveral Tres* 


tiſes on that Subject ; which were long 
kept as choice Rarities in the publick# 
Library of the Lord Mayor and Alder. 
men, and whereof my (a) Author rec 
kons up the Titles of theſe Three: 1, 
dinenſis Urbis Chronicon. 2. De Con(s 
bus & prefeitis ejus. 3. Inſtrumenta Li 
bertatum Urbis, The ſame Gentlemar 
makes R. Fabian write a couple of Tre: 
tiſes upon the Aﬀairs of London : but 
ſuppoſe all he ever penn'd of that kind 
in his printed Chronicle. Fohn Ste 
(we are ſure) wrote and (5) publiſh! 

a Survey of London; and owns hin 
ſelf put upon the Undertaking b 
Mr. Lambard's general Invitation to th 
ſevera! Antiquaries of Shis Kingdom t: 
write the Hiſtories of their Nativ: 
Counties. The account he gives is ve 
particular and full ; runaing thro” ever) 
one of the twenty ſix Wards,and affording” 
a good View of the Government of thi? 
Ciry (together with Weſtminſter and 
Southwark ) Eccleſiaſtical and Civil ; thi : 


(a) 7o. Pits, P. 654. (5) 4*. Lond. 1598. 
| » Churches} 
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Churches , Hoſpitals and other Religi- 
ous Houſes ; a Catalogue of their Mayors 
and Sheriffs down to the Fortieth year 
of Queen Elizabeth, &c. The whole 


© js Colleted out of our beſt Hiſtorians 
ng2# and moſt Authentick Records ; and dift- 


covers 2 deal of Induſtry and Accuracy 
in the worthy and honeſt Author. It 
appears he had perus'd the ſmall Trea- 
tiſe call'd the Ciry Law in its Original : 
So that there was little occaſion for the 
Tranſlation and Publiſhing of that (a) 
afterwards. But,becauſe the State of this 
mighty City 1s wondertully chang'd ſince 
his time, we are in daily ExpeQtance of 
a new Edition of this Book ; with very 
conſiderable Additions and Improve- 
ments. Sir George Buck's Treatiſe of the 


in Inns of Court (under the Title of zhe 


Third Univerſity of England) we have 
in the end of Stew's Chronicle : and 
Fames Howel's (b) Londinopolis has very 
little in it more than what he has 

Copy'd from the foremention'd Survey ; 


*X nor is De Laun's pretended Preſent State 
# of the City much different from what 
= we have there. Indeed, ſeveral new 
& Diſcoveries and Obſervations touching 


its mighty growth and number of its 


(a) 8*. Lond, 1647. (5) Fol. Lond, 1657. 


Inhabi- 
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Inhabitants (proving that they are more 
than in Rome, Paris and Roan ; that they 
are above 6969009 People, &c.) have 
been advanc'd, in ſome (a) Eſlays in Pot. 
litical Arithmetick, by (one of the mol 
eminent Mathematicians and Virtuogs | 
ſo's of this Age) Sir Willizm Petty, 
who was alſo the chief Direftor and Aw 
thor of a piece publiſh'd ſometime bei 
fore by one John Graunt, and Entituld * 
Natural and political Obſervations on thi | 
Bills of Mortality in London. The dreacy : 
ful Fire which hapned in this famous 1 
City, in the Year 1666. will for eval t 
remain one of its chief Epoche's; and i 
of this we have (5) two Hiſtorical Na « 
ratiyes: One accordinz to the Report ! 
made to a Committee in Parliament ; and « 
another publiſh'd by Edward Waterhouſe | 
The Epitaphs of our Kings, Princes and « 
| 
i 
] 
4 


4 
4 


Nobles, that lie bury'd in the Abbey 
Church at Weſtminſter, were firſt Co 
leted by John Skelton, a famous Poet ® 
who (for making roo bold with Cardi® 
nal Woolſey, in ſome of his Satyrs)7 


- 


(c) ended his days miſerably within the? 
Precindts of the 4ſy/um of thar ChurchÞT 1 
A.D. 1529. Theſe wereafterwards en 


(a) 8*. Lond. 1686, 87. (6) Both Printed 4. D. 1665 
(c) Jo. Pits, P. 702. | 


largd 


( 49) 
larg'd by (a) Camden; and compleated 


588 by Z. Keep, under the name of (5) Mo- 
wel numenta Weſtmonaſterienſia, The Mo- 


POW numents of St. Paul's ( the Cathedral of 
ol this Dioceſe) will be treated on (c) elle- 
ug where. 


A NORFOLK. The Pen was long fince Norolk, 


be drawn in defence of this County by one 
1488 John de S. Omero (or Saintemer) a Nor- 
thi folk-man, and (d) Studeht in Cambridge 
ac about the Year 1219. when a certain 
ous Monk of Peterborough, taking upon him 
ves to libel the Inhabitants of that Country 
andy in Latin Doggrel, was anſwer'd in his 
lar own way by this Fobn. The Epitaphs 
"Is here, with ſome other Antiquities, were 
and colleted by F. Weever, who (e) referrs 
# us for further fatisfation to Sir Zen. 
Spelman s Tceni ; which we impatiently 


748 hope to ſee publiſh'd by (f) Mr. Gi&/ox. 
ol Something relating to the Natural Hi- 
et. ſtory of Norfolk may be had from Sir 


rd William Dugdale's Imbanking ; and in a 
rs little Treatiſe entituled, (g ) Mercurius 
the Centralis, or, a Diſcourſe of Subterra- 
<{# ncan Cockle, Muſcle and Oylter-ſhells, 
en (a) 4*. Lond. 1606. (6) 8*. Lond. 1682. (c) Chapg. 


——"W= (4) 7ob. Pits, p. 294. (e) Fun. Mon. ſub fin. (F) Vid. 
6674 Tratt. de Portu Iccio, p. x1: (g) 129. Lond, 1664. 


go E found 
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| found in digging a Well at Sir Willian 


Doylie's in this County. "Tis a Letter 
from one Tho. Lawrence M. A. to Sy 
Thomas Brown. To which may be ad 
ded the (already mention'd) Relation 0 
the Damages done by a Tempeſt on the 
Coaſts of this County and Lincolnſhire 
The City of Norwich was deſcribd byj 
Alexander Nevil, whoſe Book is quote 
by (a) Sir Henry Spelman, We hawi 
Sir The. Brown's (b) ©Urn-Burial, or, i 
Diſcourſe of Sepulchral Urns lately fount 
in Norfolk ; and we expedt his Repertei, 
rium, Org, an account of the Tombs ani, 
Monuments in the Cathedral Church oa 
Norwich It has been (c) promis'd, an, 
I know not what occofion Sir 7 homas 
ever given any body to ſuſpect, tha 
ought of his penning ſhould (4) rathi 
fear, than deſerve an Edition. The lat. 
Publiſher of Camden makes Tho. Full. 
the Reporter of Dr. Caias s having wriF, 
ten the Antiquities of Norwich ; but ye 
ſuſpect there's ſome miitake in that may, 
ter, ſince Fuller (in the (e) place whe 
he ſhould eſpecially have noted ſuch” 
( 4) In Epiſt. Ded. ad Tom. I. Concil. Ang]. p. 3,4 fa 
(5) 8*. Lond. 1658. (c) Dr. Tenniſon's Pref. to &r, 


T. B's Miſc. (4) Kennet's Life of Somn. p. u* ( 
(e) Warthies, in Norw. p. 275. Fo 


« 


* 1p, 


hing fays nothing of it. Naſh's (a) Ac- 
ount of the growth of great Tarmouth, 
he Hiſtory of the (45) burning of Eff 
Derham, and (c) Sir R.W s Norfolk Fu- 
&ies, may poſſibly @ntribute ſome ſmall 
"*Vhe!lps towards the Illuſtration of the An- 
FF iquities of rheſe Parts: but ſeem to be 
Bf too great (or too little) Age to be 
2 very valuable. 


*5 NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. Will. Vine xthan- 


[% - 


ent (Windſor-Herald) colleted ſome ma- £*%%- 
Egcrials for a Survey and the Antiquities 
df this County, which were lately in 
Fhe polletſion of (4) Mr. Wood. He fre- 
ZHueatly quotes Fran. Tate's Nomina Hy- 
FYarum in Com. Northampton, The State of 
EicTown of Northampton, from the begin- 
Wing of the Fire Sepr. 20. 1675. to Nov. 5, 
*ÞDllowing, was publiſh'd in a (e) Let» 
"Er to a Friend : and we had its (f ) Fad 
Nii:d Funeral firſt in a Latin Elegy, and 
Xu Eterwards ( with ſome Variations and 


hes dditions) in Engliſh. 


chE# NORTZI/ MBERLAND. John Pits northuns- 
) 6 ys, That the Genealogies of the Earls berland, 
to 
bw Lond. 1599. (6) Ib. 1582. (<c) Ib. 1615. 
8) Athen. Oxon. Vol. I. p. 349. (e) 4*. Lond. 1675. 
) 4*. Lond. 1677. 


| 
s 
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Notting= 
ham. 


4 $4) 


of Northumberland were drawn up by 


one (a) Tho. Otterburn, a Franciſcan! 
Friar, about the Year 141 t, and that 


(4) John Currar {he knows not when) 
drew up 2 Liſt of _— Eight Caltle 
in this Counry,with t 


ties ; and we hope they will be fo jult ts 


the Publick and themſelves as ſhortly tf 
communicate 'em. The Town of Berwidg $ 


with ſom? other places of Note in thi 
County, are deſcribd in a MS. in thi 
Earl of Cartiſles Library at Now 
But Newcaſtle ſtill wants a juſt Deſcripi® 
on and Hiſtory ; For Greys (c) Chor 
graphical Survey comes ſhort of its pr 
ſent Glory ; and the Anonymous Auth 
of (d) England s Grievances in Relation'® 
the Coal-Trade, &:. is roo much confin® 


in his Subject to anſwer the Expectations ; 


of a Curious Reader. 


NOTTINGH AMSHIRE's Antiquiciſh 
were firit attempred by Serjeant Bo 
who only tranicrib d what related con 

4 


(a) J. Pirs, p. 593- (6) Id. p. 871. 
D. 1649. (a) 8*, Lond, 165 5. 


e Pedigrces of the 
ſeveral Owners, Theſe are Uncertaintic# 
But we know that Sir Robert Shaftoe ani 
Mr. C/avering (both now living) haver® 
ally made large Progreties in its Antiqu 


*<, 
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County out of Doomr-eay, adding ſome 
ſhort Notes at every Town. This was com- 
Hel8 pleated into a fair (a) Work by his Sen- 

net 1n-law, R. Thoroton M. D. at the nil; ance 
3 of Sir Wiiliam Duzdale. He owns 'tis Ca- 
& pable of Improvements out of the Arch- 
& biſhop of 7Tert's Regitiry and other Re- 
8 cordsin private Hands, which he had not 
t W an opportunity of conſulting. But the 
Work, asit is, ſhews a good Induitry in 


8 eminent Practice, [a Y free acceſs r9 
& the Evidences of mo't ot the confidera- 
& ble Families. The Author had not the 
E Curiolity to intermix any Obſervations 
Z relating to the Britiſh, Roman and Saxon 
EZ Antiquities; writing cily atter the prin- 
& ted Copy of Mr. Burton's Leiceſterſhire. 


| OXFORDSHIRE. Vait Colledtions, 
& relating to the Antiquities of this Cour 
= ty, were made by Rand Catherall (who 
mY oy d A. D. 162 5.) and were jO0mctiinc in 
..2 the Cuitody of Biſhop (5 } Saxderſcs : 
* Burt, upon the (c) firicte.t Enquiry that 
| could be made after em, they are not 
__= now tobe found, Dr. Plot's 4) Natural 


YN ———— 
ul i (a) 7 Lond. 1677. ( 5) Ath. Oxon. Vol. L 

8 Pp: 731. (c) Kennet's Life of Somn. p. 42. (4) Fol 
UN Oxon. 1677. 


E 12 Hi:cory 


© its Author; who, being a Phiylician of 


Caford. 


Rutland. 
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Hiſtory of Oxfordſhire was the firſt Efay) 
made in that kind by its exceilent Aw 
thor ; who has made us acquainted with 
fo many Phyfical Diſcoveries, as well 
notable Improvements in Trade and Ma. 
nufactures, that the Work has met with 
an Univerſal Applauſe. And as this 
County had the happineſs to have itz 
Natural Hiſtory ſet, by that worthy Per. 
fon, as a Pattern to the reſt of the King 
dom; ſo it now atfori's a new Example 
of having ſome of its Parocitial Antiqui# y 
ties con{ider'd (in the (a) Hiſtory of 
Ambroſden, Burceſter, and other adjacent + 
Towns and Villages) by a very Learn 
ed Antiquary, Mr. White Kennet. Some 
of the Anna's of the City of  Oxforii® 
ſeem to be drawn up in their Red Bock 
which is quoted by (4) Mr. Weed; he 7 
had a Deſign of obl.ging the Town i I" 
the ſame (c) manner he had done the vs 
niverſity, Ip 


Lo 
La 3 


RUTLANDSHIRE is extreamly i i 
debted to F. Wright, who has (d) pub® 
liih'd the Hiſtory and Antiquities of tha: 
County. The Author being himſelf i. 

(s) w Oxon. x695. (5) Hiſt. & Antiq. Oxon, Ny 


Par. I. p. 57. (c) Athen, Oxon.: Vol. II. p. 2h 7 
{a Fol, Lond. 1684. ! 
Barriſter 2 


ESy-) 


Barriſter at Law, propos'd Mr. Burton (a 
perſon of the ſame Profeſſion ) for his 
pattern: So that here, as in Leiceſter- 

= /hire, we have the Towns and Villages 
® in Alphabetical Order ; the Intermixture 
of ſome few remarkable Law-Caſes; the 
Inſcriptions on Tombs and Grave-Stones ; 

= Pedigrees of Families, &c. Sir Wing- 
7 field Bodenham had, as he owns, drawn 
= together a great many Matcrials out of 
the vaſt Colletions of R. Dodſworth ; 
whereof he had the p:rufal. The reit 
we owe tohis own pains ; which, he ſays, 
had been ro better purpoſe, it he had 
not met with many of the Gentry (a 
miſhap which will always attend Men 


that engage in theſe matters) very thy 
in Diſcovering the Evidences and Con- 
veyances of their ſeveral Eſtates. 


SHROPSHIRE's Antiquities have Shrop- 
been hitherto (as far as my Acquaintance ſhire. 
reaches) neglefted, both by its Britiſh 
and Engliſh Inhabitants. There's uſually 
in Border-Countries that Emulation and 
Jealouſte among the cifferent Nations, 
which encourages (or provokes) the In- 
genious on both ſides, to preferve and 
maintain the old Honour of their ſeveral 
Anceſtors: So that the want of ſuch par- 

E 4 ticular 


Soiner{ct, 


[s 


ticular Hiſtories in this County is a good F 
Argument of the periect and happy U. | 
nion of all its Natives into one People; 
tho' not of their extraordinary Aft ection | 
to Books and ancient Learning, 


SOMERSETSHIRE, TheNaturalHi. | 


ory of this County 1:as been 'onglookd 
for from (a) Mr. Beaumont, who is a 
perſon of that known Ingenuity that the F 
World has juſt cauſe to hope for a molt | 
exceljent Performance. 


too much for the finiſhing a Work of fo | 
narrow a Compaſs. The Laws 


in a ſhort Manual; and Mr. Beaument 
has given us a Specimen of his toremen- 


tion'd large Deſign, in the Account we 2 
have (4) from him of Ookey-hole, and o- MK 


ther Subterranean Grotroes in thoſe Hills, 
The City of Bath (and its hot Baths) has 


been beholden ro Fo. Caius, the famous 
Cambridge Antiquary, who wrote (e) De | 


(5) Conſid. on Burnet's * 


(s) Plots Staffordſh, p. 251. 
Theory. in Ep. Ded. (7) 12%. Lond, 1687. (4) Phi- 
lo. Tranſaft. 1681. Numb. 2. (e) 7. Pits, p. 756. 


SY 


| with his late | 
(4) more noble Conſiderations (as he calls 
them) have not enlarg'd his Thoughts Þ } 


, Cu- 


ſtoms, &c. of the Miners in the King's 7 
Foreſt of Mendip are drawn (c) rogerthicr 3 


Thermis © 
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od þ 5 © Thermis Bathonien/ibus ; as did allo (a) 
U- WDr. Mayow, tho' Mr. Wood ( which 1 


e; Wwonder at) has not obſerv'd ie in the 
on (5) Account he gives of his Works.. The 
E Learned Dr. Forden's Diſcourſe ( of Na- 

1P © tural Baths and Mineral Waters) was not 


li- fo general but that it was all apply 'd to 
:d Wthis place, and publ:ih'd a (c) rhird time 
al C by Dr. Guidot; who has ſince very 
ze & greatly cnlarg d his own Obſervations 
>t W upon both the (4) Antiquitics and Na- 
te | [ tural Curioſities of the Town, and has 


ls >! alſo given us a (e) Regitter of two hun- 
its Mdred notable Cures w rought there with- 
lo in the time of his own Experience. Fohn 
Us | © Chapman s (f) iTherme Redivivg are on 
$| 2 the ſame SubjeRt; and have allo an Ap- 
5 = pendix (in Coriat's Rhimes) on the Anti- 
Equities of this Ciry. To all which we 
& muſt add Dr. Tho. Johnſon's Hiſtory of 
; © both kinds, annex'd to his (a) Mercurius 
l Botanicus ; wherein the Reader will find 
Wy as entertaining a Diſcourſe as couid well 

© be expected from any Man in fo little 
* Room. 


(s) Plar 5 Oxfordſh. Pp. 42. (5) Ath. Oxon. Vol. II. 

ws P9475: (c) 8% Lond. 1669. (4) T. Guidot de Therm. 

hi. 3 rit. 4*. Lond. 1691. (e) 8*. Lond. 1694. (f) 8. 
[\ Lond. 1673. (g) 8*. Lond. 1634. 
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Stefford, ST AFFORDSHIRE had its Antiqui| 
ties and Records preſerv'd by S. Erdeſ. 
wick of Sandon Eſquire, who began his 
ColleQion A. D. 1593, and (4) cont 
nu'd it to (the time of his Death) thi 
Year 1603. His Manuſcript Papers fel 
happily into the Hands of Walter Chet. 
wind of Tvgeſtree ( in the ſame County) 
Eſquire, a perſon exaatly of Mr. Erdef 
wick's own Temper (Yenerande (b) Ari 
tiquitatis Cultoris Maximi) and as pri 
ouſly diſpos'd to the Founding, as he to 
the Rebuilding of Churches; from whon 
we had reaſon to hope for a (c) finithing 
ſtroke to the Enterprize, if Death had 
not unhappily interven'd. The Nat 
ral Hiſtory of this County is written by 
the ſame (4) worthy Hand, and in th 
ſame Method with that of Oxfordſhire, 
and the Performance is anſwerable tr 
the Experience and Knowledge we may 
eaſily imagine fo induſtrious an Author 
would gain in nine Years Study and 
Travel.1t had been happy if the Dotori? 
Health and Occaſions would have allow4F 
him to have gone on thro' the reſt of 
the Counties of England, as he ſeem 


: (a) Athen. Oxon. Vol. I. p. 275. (6s) Camd. Brit ; 
in Staffordſh. (+) See Plr's Nat. Hift. of Staff. p. 392 
(4) Fol. Oxon. 1686. 


once 
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once to (a) promiſe : But in the Con- 
cluſjon of this Book, he ſeems to be 
F weary, reſolv'd to reſt, and to leave 
K ſome part of the Glory of this great 
© Work to others. 


SYUFFOLK's Topography is faid to 5,fole, 
)F* have been (b) attempted by (Mr. Selder's 

ae} great Friend) Sir Szmonds d'Ewes ; but 

= where his Collections now are I cannot 
| tell, unleſs (perhaps) amongſt R. Dod/- 

# worth's Papers in rhe Publick Library at 


3 Oxford. 


| SURRET. A Survey and the Anti- Surrey. 
# quities of this County were ſometime 

Ws (c) threatned by Sir Edward Biſhe : but 

{ whether any Advances were ever made 

re: (in good earneſt) by him, towards ſuch 

: tos a Work, I have not yet learnt. 


hos SUSSEX is not onely famous for ſe- Suſſex. 
and veral Monaſteries (mention'd by Bede 

Yri=%# and others) in the Days of the Saxons ; 

v& but alſo for the remarkable Battle which 

( oF put a ſtop to,the Glories and Govern- | 
nx ment of that People, and brought in 

ri. (#) Nar. Hiſt, of Oxf. in Epiſt. Ded. (3) W. Xen- 

9.8 hs of Son. p. 41, A Ath. Oxon. Vol. Il. 


the 
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the Norman Conqueror. And yet none 
of its Inhabitants, that I know of, have 
taken the pains to collect its Antiquities 
Notwithſtanding the juft claimthat ſome 
of 'em have to be Repiſter'd by the molt 
Skiitul Hiſtorian. | 


wales, WALES. Gyraldus Cambrenfis (Biſhop 
Ele&t of Sr. Davids, about the year 
I 200.) is the oldeſt Topographer of this 
Principality ; and is every where quoted 
at large by Mr. Camden, as an Author 
of undoutted Credit and Reputation, 
His Itinerary and Deſcription were both 
publiſh'id by (a) Dr. Powel ; witi his 
own moſt Learned Notes upon "em. 
The former contains a Journal of the 
Expedition of Archbiſhop Baldwine (A.F 
D. 1188.) in Colleting the Contribu 
tions of Wales, for the carrying on of 
the Holy War. Together with the To 
pography we have a mixture of Popiſh 
Miracles and Tales ; which the Publither 
thought himſelf oblig'd, in ſtritneſs of 
Juſtice, to give us entire. And we have 
this Advantage by them, that they do® 
not onely divert the Reader, but attord® 
alſo an opportunity to the Learned Pub- 


——_——— <7 


' (#8) 8vo, Lond. 1 585, = 


liſh 


Ce } 


liſher of communicating a deal of his 
own Critical Knowledge. The Deſcrip- 
tion that follows in General : being, in 
the main, a Panegyrick on the ſweetneſs 
of the Soil ; and the good Humour, 
ſtrict Morals and exemplary Piety, of the 


Z Inhabitants. There's a ſecond Part of 


this Deſcription (De Ilaudabilibus Wal- 
liz, which the Doctor thought it not 


& conven-ent to publiſh ; but has been ſet 


out lately in Print by (a) Mr. Wharton : 
for which the Welthmen are not very 
much obligd to him. Gyralduss Map 
of Wales ( mention'd by (b) John Pits, 
and frequently by himlſelt is to be ſeen in 
a MS. Copy of ſome of his Works, in 
the Library at Weſtminſter-Abbey. Aft- 
ter him David Morgan (Treaturer of the 
Church at Landaff, A. D. 1489.) is (c) 
ſaid tohave written the Geography and 
Antiquities of Wales : and (4) Arthur 
Kelton (an Ingenious Welſh Bard, in the 
top of his Faine, about the year 1548.) 
wrote ſeveral Engliſh Accounts, both in 
Verſe and Proſe, of the Glories of his 
Countrey ; molt of which he dedicated 
to Sr. William Herbert, Another De- 
ſcription of Wales was written by Sr 


| () Angl. Sac. Parr. Il. p. 447. (6) 7. Pits, p. 280. 
(-) Id. p. 696. (4) Id. p 736. EE 
John 
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John Price, in the Reign of Edward the 
Sixth; perfe&ted by Humph. Lhwyd, and 
prefixd to his (a) Tranſlation of the 
Welſh Hiſtory. This Fumphrey (5) 
himſelf gives alſo a more large Account 
of (his own Countrey ) Wales, than any 
other part of Britain; and enlarges of. 
ten, ſometimes corrects, the Deſcription 
given by Gyral/dus. The Hiſtory of the 
Ancient and Modern State of the Princt 
pality is well written - by (c) Sr. Fohy 
Doderidge ; and the lateſt (and incom- 
parably the beſt) Account of its Anti- 
quities is juſt now (@) publiſh'd by my 
Friend Mr. Edw. Lhwyd. The fame excel-K 
lent Perſon is alſo projecting a Deſign 
of a Britiſh Diftionary, Hittorical and 
Geographical ; with an Eſſay entitul'd 
Archeologia Britannica, being a Com- 
plete Colleftion of the ancient Monu- 
ments throughout this whole Country ; 
and (laſtly) a Natural Hiſtory of Wales, 
In order to the performance of ſo Noble 
an Undertaking, he thinks of travailing 
in that Principality four or five Sum- 
mers ; and likewiſe to make one Journey # 
into Cormwal, and another into /reland or & 


——_—— 


(s) 4to. Lond. 1584. (6b) Comment. Brit. Deſcrip. 
Fragm. de quo ſupra. (6) qto. Lond. 1630. (4) Edit. 
Novi. Brit. Camden. 


the 


( 63) 
the Highlands: of Scotland, for Parallel 
Obſervations as to their Language ; 
Names of Towns, Rivers, Mountains, 
&c. I heartily hope the Work will or 
| meet with thoſe Obſlruftions which 
have hitherto uſually befaln Attempts of 
this Nature : ſince the Author is ſo ge- 
nerally known to beof ſuitable Induſtry 
and Abilities, and cannot fail (if God 
continue his Life) of making good his 
| Propoſals. 


& WARWICKSHIRE's Antiquities are wwarwick, 
© truly (a) I#uftrated by Sr. William Dug- 
.& dale; who was Maſter of all the Advan- 
tages requiſite for ſuch a Performance : 
And no man can fo well judge of the 
| great Labour and Pains beſtow'd on the 
bringing of this excellent Work (the Au- 
thor's (6) Maſter-piece) to perfeRion, as 
.& he that has view'd the many (c) Vo- 
& lumes of Materials which he gather'd ia 
& order to the compiling of it. His great 
= zeal againſt the Sacrilegious DeſtruQion 
= of ſome Religious Structures carry 'd his 
= Searches intoevery corner of the Hiſtory 
EZ thar related to that Matter; and his early 


iD. E (s) Fol. Lond. 1656. (6) Ath. Oxon. Vol. IL p. 
. & 7909. (c) In Muſzo Afmol. Qxen. 


Incliaa- 
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Inclination to the Study of Heraldry obl; 
ged him carefully ro preſerve whatey 
might be grateful (on that Head) to the 
Nobility and Gentry of the County 
The Hiſtory of the Earls of Warwid 
was long fince written by John Roſs © 
Rouſe, a noted Antiquary ; who dy'd: 
Warwick (or Guy's Cliff, within a Mile d 
the Town) A. D. 1491. A Noble M 
nuſcript Copy of this Book, with th; 
Pictures of the ſeveral Earls, their Coat 
of Arms, &c. is now in the Archives 
the Publick (a) Library at Oxford. Fok 
Pits (b) makes him write four diſtind 
Volumes of the Antiquities and Hiſte 
of Warwick : but this is all that mar 
credible Enquirers could meet with, T 
Life of the Famous Earl Gay was fir! 
written by Walter of Exeter (a Domin 
can Friar) about the year 1201, The! 
is a ſort of Spaw-water at lmington | 
this County ; the Hillory whereof i 
Publiſh'd by (c) Sam. Derham, an Ingen 
ous Phyſician. 
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rwtmor- WEST MORLAND. Mr. Tho Mack 
land, Redftor of Kirkbythore in this Counti®* 
has (with a great deal of Pains and goo 


_——— 


(a) Vid. Hiſt. & Antiq. Oxon. Part. If. p. 77. (4)/ 
Pits, p. 683. (c) 8vo. Lond. 1685. 
Jucg 
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udgment ) collected its Antiquities : 
yhich, we hope, will ere long meet with 
o ſuitable an Encouragement as will ob- 
ige the Author to publiſh 'em. That 
Part of its Story which more nearly con- 
erns the Nobility and Gentry, has been 
yell preſerv'd by Sr. Daniel Fleming of 
tydale Knt. who has thereby done his 
wn ancient Family a great deal of 
Right, and has alſo approv'd himſelf an 
minent Benefator to thoſe of his 
ENcighbours. 


WILTSHIRE. fohn Aubrey Eſq; Wilts. 
Fellow of the Royal Society, and a Per- 
on well vers'd in our Britiſh and Engliſh 
\ntiquities) has laid the Foundation of 
he Hiſtcry and Antiquities ofthis Coun- 
y : but deſigns to leave the finiſhing 
dart, I think, to (a) Mr. 7amner ; 

hoſe extraordinary Proficiency in theſe 
Studies will quickly be made known to 
he World. The Monument of Stone- 

Wenge in Wiltſhire has engaged ſeveral 
PAntiquaries in diſputing the Original of 
£23Jo Famous and Admirable a Struure; 
Pand they have advanc'd almoſt as many 
ZCifferent Opinions about it.Mr. Samms (b) 


(a) Vid. Camd, Britan, N. E. p. 107. (6) Sammy, 
WEBritan. Þ. 395 
F in 
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in a particular Treatiſe, endeavour 
to fetch its Original from the Pham 
czans, his only Darlings ; and clean 
the point as fairly as he does all the ref 
wherein he's ſingular. Mr. Izigo Fe 
(King Fames the Firſt's Learned Archi 
te) believes it to be a (a) Roman Ten 
ple ; and firongly proves that the F 
brick is of the Tuſcan Order. His Schem 
however falſe in it (elf, is alſo learnec 
defended by (4) Mr. Webb, his Son-i 
Law. Mr.(c) Aubrey and others thi 
they can evidently prove tis Britiſ 
and (4) Dr. Charlton is very ſure th 
'twas erected by the Dares. No At 
thor, that hitherto has conſider'd it, 
ſo much as dream'd of its being a $4 
Monument : And yet (if the true « 
Writing of the Name be Stan- Zengeſt, 
the (e) Monaſticon ſeems to tell us) 
cannot ſce why that people may n 
have as juſt a Title asany to the Honui 
of it. Poſſibly the (f) MS. Treati 
that is ſaid' to be written, on this 
ject, by Joh. Gibbons, may place | 
here. 
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(4) Stone-henge Reſtor'd, Fol. Lond. 1658. (6) Vi 
dicat. of Stone-h. Kelt. ib. 1665. (c) Camd. Brit. N. 
_ (4) Stone-henge Reſtor'd to the Danes, k 

nd. (e) Monaſt. Angl. Tom. I. p. 97, (F) Vi 
Pcxf. ad Edit. Nov. Cam. 
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WORCESTERS HIRE, There is now ;yrcz- 
a large MS. Deſcription of this County ſer, 
in the hands of 7ho. Abingdon Eſq; writ- 
ten by his Grand-father, an Able and 
Induſtrious Antiquary : wherein, if there 
be any Defedts, they may be ſupply'd 
| by a preſent Prebendary of the Church 
of Worceſter, who (when his modeſty 
will give him leave) can effecually 
complete ſuch a Work. 


TORKSHIRE. There are ſome Col» work, 
leRions in (a) Sir Fohn Cotton's Library 
a8 relating to this County, gather'd by one 
Tho. Talbot ; who was ſome time Clerk 
of the Records in the Tower, and was 
alive (b) A. D. x580. Theſe, and 
2 whatever elle looks this way , we muſt 
$) believe to have been long ſince ſeen and 
8 perus'd by Dr. Nath. Johnſton of Pomfret; 
who (as he faies) has ſpent thirty years 
in amaſſing together Materials for the 
(8 Illuftrating the Antiquities and Natural 
Hiſtory of Torkſpire. In the former of 
theſe he intends to write after Sir W:4- 
| liam Dugdale's Copy, and in the latter 

) 3s aſter Dr. Plott's; and to finiſh the whole 


LJ. () Veſpaſian, D. 21, (5) Athen. Oxon. Vol. I. 
p. 88, 


F 2 in 
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in five Volumes. T am pretty well af 
ſur'd that he is not yet (as (a) Mr. Wod 
was inform'd) weary of the Work : but 
that, tho' ſome late troubles have ren- 
der'd him unable to finiſh it ſo ſoon as 
he deſign'd, he isevery day doing fome- 
thing at it. , Keep (mention'd beforg 
in Middleſex) is (5) reported to have 
made ſome ColleQions towards the An- 
tiquities of the City of Jork ; and Sy 
Thomas Widdrington (ſometime Recorder 
there) did certainly make a very great 
Progreſs in a learned and exact Delcrip 
tion of it. Some diſtaſt, given him by 
the Citizens, obſtructed his allowing of 
his Papers to be publiſh'd; and they ar: 
now (lam told) ſab /igilo, in the Cuſts 
dy of Mr. Fairfax of Menſton. A lea} 
Catalogue of the Mayors, Sheriffs, &:. 
(from the Reign of Edward the Firſt, to 
the year 1664) is publiſh'd by their late 
Recorder (c} Hildyard: And ſom: 
Learned Obſervations on a Roman Wall 
and Multangular Tower, in that City, 
have been made by (d) M. Liſter. The 
Tower of St. Marys in Tork was the 
beſt furniſh d with ancient Charters and 
Records of any Place in the North of 


. (a) Ath. Oxon. Vol. II. p. 699. (6) Id. ib. p. 623 
{c) 8* Lond. 1665. (#) Philo. Tranſat. Num. 145: 


England, 
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England, as appears from the many 
Tranſcripts which are thence -Inſer- 
red in the two firſt Volumes of the (a) 
Monaſticon : But the barbarous Rage of 
our late Days of Rebellion laid it and 
them in Aſhes. Mr. Dodeſworth happily 


| copyd all or moſt of em before thoſe 


Times of Deſtruction came upon us ; 
and his Jarge Collefions were after- 
wards as happily depoſited in Bodley's 
Library, where they now remain. The 
Regiſtrum Feodorum de Richmondſhire 
is quoted both by (4) Mr. Camden and 
(c) Sir William Dugdale. It ſeems to be 
the ſame which is cited by (4) Mr. Sel- 
den, under the Name of an old Genea- 
logy of the Earls of Richmond. The Pa- 
rith of Leedes will ſhortly be defcrib'd, 
and have its Antiquitics Publiſh d, by 
my Ingenious and Induſtrious Friend 
Mr. R. Thoresby. The Spaw-watcrs in 
Torkſhire have occation d the publiſhing 
of ſeveral Learned and Ingenious Treati. 
ſes on that Subjet. Mnaresbreugh ig 


(a) Tom. I. p. 386, 393, 394, 395» 399, 427» 496, 
497, 498, 501, 510, 554, $65, 557, 599, 661, 758, 776, 
778, 798, 799, 827, 834, &c. Tom. ll. p. 35, 97, 98, 
99, 104, 148, 151, 153, 166, 192, 348, 350, 369, 371, 
-402; 556, 557, 798, 808, $20, 824, 976, 999. (6) Bri- 
ran. in Richmondſh. (c) Monaſt. Angl. Tom. I. p. 
877. (4) Prat. ad 10 Script. 
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particularly oblig'd to Mich. Stanhop' 
( a) Knaresbrough-Spaw ; to Dr. FEdm, 
Dean's (b) Spadacrene Anglica ; and to 
Dr. (c) French 's Torkſhire-Spaw. 

Dr. Wittie's Scarborough-Spaw ( pub- 
liſh'd both in (d) En2/:/þ and (e) Latin) 
met not with ſo much quict as the three 
former ; being briskiy encounter'd by 
two ſeveral Champions. The firſt that 
engaged it was W. Simpſon, in his Hp 
drologia Chymica; to which the Door 
made a ſharp Reply under the Title of 
Pyrologia(f) Mimica. His next Oppo 
ſer was Dr. Tonſtall, who wrote (g) 
Scarborouzh-Spaw Spagirically Anatomiz , 
together with a New-years-Gift for Dt. 
Wittie : but whether he was ever vouch 
ſafed any Anſwer I know not. 

The Reader may expect a further 
Account of the Aﬀairs of our ſever 
Counties from thoſe that have treated of 
the Hiſtory of our Cathedrals and Mo- 
naſteries ; and whatever Writers fall un 
der thoſe Heads will be remember'd ( h) 
gllewhere. 


(a) 8*. Lond. 1632. (6) 8". Lond. 1626. (c) 8* id 
1652. (4) 8” ibid. 1660. (e) 8* Lond. 1678. (f) 
5" Lond. 1669. (gz) 8* Lond. 1672, (5) Chh. $ 


10. 
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GH.A P. UL 


Of the Hiſtories that relate to the 
Times of the old Britains and Ro- 


mans. 


[IS a very diſcouraging Cenſure 

which Sir William Temple paſles 
upon all the Accounts given us of the 
Aﬀairs of this Iiland, before the Romans 
came and Invaded it. The Tales (fays 
(a) he) we have of what paſs'd before Cx- 
far's Time, of Brute and his Trojans, of 
many Adventures and Succeſtons, are co- 
ver d with the Ruſt of Time, or Involv'd 
in the Vanity of Fables or pretended Tra- 
ditions ; which ſeem to all Men obſcure or 
wncertain, but to me forged at pleaſure by 
the Wit or Folly of their firſt Authors, 
aud not to be regarded. And (6) again ; 
I know few ancient Authors upon this Sub- 
ject | of the Britiſh Hiſtory] worth the 
pains of peruſal, and of Dividing or Re- 
fining ſo little Gold out of ſo much courſe 
Oar, or from ſo much-Droſs. But forme 


(a) IntroduQt, to the Fliſt. of Eng. ,p. 19. (6) Ib. 
P. 31. 


F 4 othcr 


Records 
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other Inferiour People may think this 
worth their pains; ſince all Mcn are not 
born to be Ambaſladors: And, accor- 
dingly, we are told of a very (a) Emi 
nent Antiquary who has thought fit to 
give his Labours in this kind the Title of 
Aurum ex Stercore. There's a dcal of 
Servile Drudgery requir'd to the Diſco» 
very of theſe Riches, and ſuch as every 
Body will not ſtoop to: For few Statel- 
men and Courtiers (as one is lately ſaid 
to have obſerv'd in his own Cale) care 
for Travelling in Ireland, or Wales, 
purely to learn the Language. 


A diligent Enquirer into our old Brj- 
tiſh Antiquities would rather obſerve 
(with Induſtrious (6b) Leland) that the 
poor Britains, being haraſs'd by thoſe 
Roman Conquerours with continual Wars, 
could neither have leiſure nor thought 
for the penning of a Regular Hiſtory : 
and that afterwards their Back-Friends, 
the Saxons, were (for a good while) an 
Hliterate Generation ; and minded no- 
thing but Killing and taking Poſſeſſion. 
So that 'tis a wonder that even ſo much 
remains of the Story of thoſe Times as 


(s) R. Talbot. Vid. Athen. Oxon. Par. L p. 88. 
(b) Aﬀert. Arth, Fol. 25. b. 
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the ſorry Fragment of G14; who 
appears to have written in ſuch a 
Conſternation, that what he has left us 
looks more like the Declamation of an 
Orator, hired to expoſe the miſerable 
Wretches, than any Hiſtorical Account 
of their Sufferings, Beſidgs, 'tis not to 
be imagin'd but another long and cala- 
mitous War (with the Fitts and Saxons 
afterwards) that demolith'd their Chur- 
ches as well as Librarics, would ſweep 
away even the very Ruines of Religion 
and Learning. Some have thought chat 
there are conſiderable Reliques of the 
Britiſh Hiſtory among the' Refugees 
of Britany 1n Fraxce ; and that they have 
Manuſcripts of 'much elder Dates than 
the Lives of ſome ancient Saints, which 
have been had from thence. We are 
ſure there are many ſuch Books, of a 
very great Age, that flu] remain in 
Wales; a good Colletion whereof was 
lately made by a notable Antiquary, 
Mr. Maurice of Kevn y braich in Denbigh- 
ſhire, and is now (as I am inforar'd) tal- 
len into the hands of Sir William Wil- 
liams, 


But "twill be to no purpoſe for a Man LZan- 
toſcek out theſe Venerable Remnants, un- £4222. 
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leſs he beable to underſtand the meaning 
of what he meets with ; and therefore 
tis requiſite that our Antiquary furniſh 
himſelt with a competent skill in the 
Britiſh, or Welſh Language. The thing 
will be of no great Difficulty, if the an- 
cient Tongu&@be ſo far periſh'd, that (as 
Dr. Bernard has (a) obſery'd)the wordsin 
Dr. Davzes's Dictionary are one half Ls 
tin, a Quarter Engliſh, and onely another 
quarter Welſh: But I dare nor promif 
that this will be found to be a true and 
punctual Account. Mr. Edward Lhnyd 
( who rook the pains to examine 1nto tit 
matter ) ſays, there are avout x000 
Words in that Di-i1onary ; whereof 150 
are indeed like the Latin, and 200 like 
the En2/ifſh : So that not a ſixth part ca 
be io much as ſuſpeted to be Latin 
nor a fortieth Ezgliſh, Hor, tho' the 
Welſhmen grant 1500 words to be lik 
tbe Latin, yet they will not aliow tha 
their Original is owing to that Language; 
ſince many of 'em are alſo uted (in tht 
like ſigniftication) by other Nations, wh 
are confelsd to have borrow d non 
from thence. Mr. Sheringham tak 
(5) notice that Brutus, coming from / 


(a) In Epilſt. ad G. Hickeſiam , in fine Gramm. Av 
glo-ſax. (6) De Angl. Orig. p. 108, 109, &c. F 
a) 
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zaly (which I do as verily believe as that 
Romulus came from Mars and Rhea Syl- 
via) muſt neceſlarily have had a Lan- 
guage near-a-kin © what was ſpoken 
there; and that hence are ſo many 
words in the Welſh wich look like tlie 
Roman, and not from the Corruption of 
it by the Conquering Romans aiicrwards. 
Tacitus himſelf (a) conicol:s the Britains 
zealouily kept their Langnacze unmix d : 
And Ur. Davies (5) (avs, their od Laws 
expreſly forb'd the Bards to introduce 
any new words into their Rinmes, vir, 
Sheringham further ob{crves that the Brz- 
tains have many words nearly related to 
luch old Latin ones as were grown ovſo- 
lete even before Ce/ars time; and that 
many of the Roman Proper Names may 
be handſomly deriv'd from the Britifh 
Tongue, which have no roundation in 
the Modern Latin. As i» tiiat rarc of 
the Language which Dr. Bernard invis 
diouſly tells them they owe ( Domzza:s 
Anglis) to their Mallers, the Saxozs, 
Mr. Lhwyd will not allow tat they are 
ſo indebted for one Moycty of the 200 
words obſerv'd to agree in Sound and 
Signification with the Ez2/iſþ ; ſince a- 


CI 


(a) In Vir. Agric. Cap. 21. (6) In Prefar. ad Gram. 
It, 
bove 
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bove half of 'em are found in the Arms 
rican Vocabulary, publiſh'd by (a) Toa 
Quillivere. Now, 'tis certain the Britain 
went hence to Armorzca in theYear 384, 
whereas the Saxons came not in beforeg 50, 


It then our Eng/ifþ Antiquary be nat 
a Native of Wales, 'tis indiſpenſably ne 
ccllary that (to compleat himſelf in thi 
Stuly ) he gain a good acquaintance 
with the Welſh Tongue; which he may 
pretty readily do with the Aſſiſtance « 
ſuch Grammars as have been compos! 
for that purpoſe. The firſt of theſe wy 
publith'd by W. Salesbury, ſometime ! 
Member of Lincoln's Inn, under th 
Title of (b) A plain and familiar Int 
duttion, teaching how to pronounce tl 
Letters in the Britiſh Tongue, &c, Th 
next was Sir Edward Stradling's ; whid 
ſeems to have given occaſion to ( the 
Third) that of F. Dav. Rheſe, printel 
(together with a large Pretace by H 
Prichard) by the (c) Name of Cambro 
Britannice Cymreceve Lingus Iuſtits 
tiones © Rudimenta, &c. ad Intelligent 
Biblia Sacra nuper in Cambro-Britan. Se 
monem eleganter verſa. The Fourth and 


(a) 8*. Paris 1521. (6). 4*. Lond. 1559, & 155 
(c) Fol. Lond, 1592. | 
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laſt was written by Dr. Davies, and 
bears the Title of (a) Antique Lingue 
Britannice, munc communiter diftz Cam- 
bro-Britannice, a ſuis Cymraece vel Cam- 
brice, ab aliis Wallice, Rudimenta, &c. 


There are alſo ſeveral Dictionaries Di&1ons- 
publiſh'd in that Language ; which will 775 
all be of ſingular Uſe and Advantage to 
a true Antiquary of this Kingdom. W:7. 
Salesbury ( beforemention'd ) compos'd 
one-in Engliſh and Welſh ; which was 
firſt privately preſented to King Henry 
the Eighth Chis very kind Patron) and 
afterwards (4 ) Printed, The Summ 
and Subſtance of this (as likewiſe what 
was afterwards written in the ſame.kind 
by Biſhop Morgan, H. Salesbury, H. 
Perry and Tho. Williams) was publiſh'd 
in Dr. Joh. Davies's molt Elaborate Work, 
entitul'd, (c) Antique Lingue Britanni- 
ce, &c. Dittionarium duplex : A Book 
which ſhews its excellent Author to 
have been perfeAtly acquainted with all 
the Learned Languages as well as his 
own Mother Tongue. Fohn Leland is 
alſo reported by Pits, to have written a 
Dittionarium Britannico-Latinum, But I 


(a) 8*. Lond, 1621. (6) 4*. Lond. 1546. (c) Fol. 
Lond. 1638, 
\uſpeRt 


Bards, 
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ſaſpe& there's no more grounds for ſuch 
a Story than only this: Leland pub 
liſh'd a Latiz Poem upon the (a) Birth 
of the Prince of FYPales, afterwards 
King Edward the Sixth ; and, taking 
occaſion ro uſe ſome hard words 1n tt, 
added to it Sy/labus & Interpretatio av 
tiquarum Dittionum, que paſſim per Li 
bellum Leftori occurrant. And this, | 
believe, is all the YYVelſb Dictionary that 
will be found of his Compolure. 


With theſe Helps a Man may vent 
upon thoſe molt (4) Ancient and Ay 
thertick Writings of the old Bard;: 
wherein he ſhall have exa&t Geneah 
gies of ail the Britiſh Kings and Princes 
up to Brute, and from thence to Adan 
This very Account is given of thoſe f: 
mous Songſters by Lucan, Strabo, Di 
dorus Siculus and Am. Marcellinu 
(c) And a:moſt all other Hiſtory (: 
mong che ChalJeans, Greeks and Roman) 
had its firit Foundation in Poetry, Whe 
ther he will find che Rules of ther 
PFroſodia to agree with thoſe that are lai 
down by Cazvtain Middleton in hi 


(a) Genethliacon , &c. 4*. Lond. 1543. (6) Vi 
Gyrald. Cambr. Delcrip. Cambr, cap. 3. (c) Sheri 


ham de Angl. Orig. p. 16s. 


(a) Bat 


$o& 


(a) Bardoniaeth, or Art of Welſh Poe- 
try, I know not: But how methodical- 
ly they order'd their 7TLWTT /S, or 
Tribes, (8) Silas Taylour has at large 
inform'd us. Nor were they content to 
preſerve the Ped:grees of their own Prin- 
ces and great Men, but were alſo fo 
good-natur'd as to do the like Services 
for the Saxons. Thus we are told that 
$. Benlanius (who is ſometimes quoted 
by the name of (c) Samuel Britannus , 
and liv d about the Year 600) was a 
curious Enquirer into the Genealogies of 
many (4) Engliſh Families; ſome 
whereot he carry'd as high as the Flood. 
"Twas cuſtomary to ſing theſe Compo- 
ſures 1a the preſence of their Nobles, 
and at their chict Feſtivals and Solemni- 
ties. And, truly, it the Story of one 
of theſe Bards canting the Praiſes of 
King Arthur before Henry II. nd gi- 
ving a hint to the Monks of Glaſſenbury 
for the Diſcovery of that Britiſh King's 
Body, be fairly true (and have nothing 
of Legend in it) a very great regard 1s 
to be had to theſe Hiſtorical Ballads. 

(a) 4*. Lond. 1593. (5) Hiſt of Gavelk. p. 20, 


21, &c. (c) J. Leland. Afﬀert. Arth. Fol. :1. a. (4) 7. 
Pits, p. 104. Vid. etiam Uſer. Hiſt. Ecclef. p. 206. 
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Amoneſt theſe Bards is to be reckon'd 
their famous Merlyn ; whoſe true Name 
(fays (a) Humph. Lhuid) is Merdbyn, 
ſo called from Caermarthen [ Mariduno ] 
where he was born. This was ſo migh- 
ty a Man in his Time that our Writers 
have thought it convenient to ſplit him 
into three, The firſt of theſe ( God- 
father to the two following) they call 
Merlinus Ambroſius, or Merdhyn Emrys 
who liv'd about the Year 480, and wrote 
ſeveral] Prophetical Odes, turn'd into 
Latin Proſe by Feoffrey of Monmouth 
The next is Merlinus Caledonins, who 
livd A. D. 570, wrote upon the ſame 
Subjet with the former, and had the 
ſame Tranſlator. The third is ſurnamd 
Avalonius, who liv'd under King Malgs 
cunus (they might as well have made 
him Secretary to Joſeph of Arimathea, 
ſays our great (5) Stilling fleet; and yet 
my (c) Author goes gravely on, and 
affirms that he) was an eminent Anti- 
quary , but ſeems to mix too many 
Fables with his true Story. They write 
this laſt indeed Melchinus, Melkinus and 
Mewynus, and make him to live ſome 
time before the latter Merlyn: But all 


(a) Commentar, Fragm. Fol. 64. b, (6)-Orig. Brit, 
Pp. 9. (c) F. Pits, P.'97. 


this 
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this is StuT; and he's manifeſtly the 
fame Man, or nothing. Soon aſter him 
came Ambroſius Thaliefſin ; whom Bale 
and Pits make to jive in the davs of 
King Arthur, and to record |1is Story: 

Sir Foha Priſe ( a) quotes a certain Ode 
of his call'd Zannes Thalzieſſin, or Thali- 
efins Errors; which he ſays is to be 
ſeen in ſeveral of their old Manulcripts. 


The moſt ancient Britzþ Hiſtorian G;144;; 


now extant is Gi/das : For the Chronicle 
that bears the Name of Pratyus menti- 
ons the (b) Legend of Ring Lucius, and 
is apparently a late contriv'd Piece ; 
and (c) Sylvirs 1s much of the fame Au- 
thority with the Writings of (4) Samo- 
thes. This Gcentieman has had the ſame 
Reſpect paid to his Memory that we 
have already noted of erlyn: Since 
Gildis Cambricns, Allanirs and Badeoni- 
c#s, are made (b y the generality of our 
Writers) three fuveral Perſons. It does 
not well appear that there was ever 
more than one Hiſtorian of th:s Name , 

whatever thev that (e} love to muliiply 
Authors os wel? a; Books, have {at to the 


(s) In Defenſ. Hit. Brit. 6) Uſ%rii Hi | Eeclel' 
j 4 (c) F Pits, p. $6. (4) Br, Cer? Cap. ?, 
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contrary : And therefore ( notwith. 
{fianding Archbiſhop (a) 2/her's grex 
| Authority on the other ſide) I ſhall ven. 
ture to conſider him in a ſingle Capaci 
ty. He was Monk of Bangor, about 
the middle of the Sixth Century ; a for 
rowfu! Spefator of the Miferies and a 
moſt utter Ruine of his Country-mer 
by a People under whoſe Banners th 
hop'd for Peace. His Life is written & 
large by (4) Caradoc of Lancarvn 
and by an Anonymous Author, publiſh 
by (c) John a Boſco, His lamentat 
Hiſtory De Excidio Britanniz 1s all that 
printed of his Writing; and perhaps 
that is any where extant, Bale, Pi 
and others, reckon up ſome other Mz 
ters whereof they make this Gildas 
donicus (as they diſtinguiſh him) to | 
the Author: But Archbiſhop @/her | 
' peremptory 1n it, that this 1s the (4)7 
nicum quod reſtat Opuſculum ; tor | 
makes it and the Epiſtle to be all 
thing. It was firſt Publiſh'd and Det 
cated to Biſhop Tunſtall, by (e) Polyd 
Virgil; whoſe imperfect and corny 

4) Hiſt. EccleC. Brit. p. 237. illing fl. On 
N 5 = y— Hiſt Excl Pp. je - wn” 


Biblioth. Flor. (4) Hiſt. Ecclef. p. 278, 279. (#4) 
Lond. 16:5, 


Co! 
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Copy was Reprinted in tlie (a) Biblio- 
theca Patrum. Afterwards there was a- 
nother Edition of it by Fohn Fefſeline ; 
who made uſe of another Manuſcripr, 
but not much more corrett than the ſor- 
mer: The lateſt and beit is that we 
have from (4) Dr. Gale; who had the 
advantage of a more ancient and much 
better Copy than either of the two for- 
mer had feen. If he did write any thing 
more, 'tis now loſt, Leland is mighty 
deſirous to believe that there is ſome- 
where ſuch a Treatiſe as his Cambreis in 
Verlie; that *twas ſtollen and carry'd in- 
to (c) Ttaly; and that the Poet Gildas 
and the Hiſtorian were (4) two ſeveral 
Perſons. But 'tis now fear'd we ſhall 
never meet with any other Poetical 
Treatiſe, bearing his Name, ſave only 
that which Leland himſelt calls Gildas 
fiditius ; and which Archbiſhop 7ſher 
frequently quotes by the Name of (e) 
Pſeudo-Gildis, His Book De Yidtoria 
Ambroſii is of the fame (F ) baſe meral ; 
out of which have been coin d Fohn 
Pits's Regum Britannorum Hiſtoria ; De 

(a) Fol. Parif. 16:10. Tom. V. Col. 477. (5) Hiſt. 
Brit. Tom. I, T'ra&t. r. (c) Afﬀert. Arth. Fol. 32. b. 


(4) Comment. in Cygn. Cant. voce Britannia. (e) Hiſt. 
Ecclel. p. 27, 30, 37. (f) Ib. p. 


(G3 23 primis 


Dennis, 


(84) 
prim's Inſule Tncolis; Lites Luddi & 
Nennti, GC. 


The next Britiſh Hiſtorian of Note 
is Nennins. The firſt of this Name tha 
is faid to have taken care of the Antiqui 
ties of his Country, was (if we arena 
imposd on) Son to King elzus, ant 
Brother to Ludd and Caſſibelane; whi 
had the Honour to die of a wound give 
him by Julizs Czſar's own hand. *T'w 
he, they (a) ſay, who firſt wrote a Boe 
of the Britifh Hiflory in his oy 
Tongue; which was afterwards tran 
ted into Latin by his Nameſake, Abbg 
of Bayzor. This ſame Abbot Nemnius 
generally ſupposd to be one of the Fif 
Monks that were ſo wile as to skulk a 
Cheſter, when 1200 of their Brethre 
ſeil a Sacrifice to the Pride of Auguyſti 
the firſt Planter of the Romiſh Principle 
2nd PraGices in our Ifle? and to havw 
fouriih'd about the Year 620. Whid 
wil not agree with what is atteſted b 
himſelf in the beſt Copies of his < 


Zool, that he wrote 4. D. 858. Av 
#0 24% Mervini Regis. He is ſaid to 
have leſt behind him ſeveral Treatiſes, 

| 


— O—— — — — — 


(a) Bale Cent. Is Cap. rs. & 
&/er, Bt, Fecl, p. 217. & Edit Gals, p. 93. ; 
W.1CIv 
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whereof all that's publi{h'd is his (a) F73- 

foria Britonum. This is the fame Book 
Notthat Baſe and Pits have regiſter'd under 
 thalithe S:y/e of Eulogium Britanniz; and the 
tiquiMonly piece that muſt anſwer for what 
ce naithoſe Gentlemen mention by the Titles 
, an(Wof his Col/eitiones Hiſtoriarum ; Antiqui- 
wholWrates Britannica; Chronicon, &c. In 
71veWnoſt of the MS. Copies it is errone- 
TwWuſly (b) aſcrib'd to Gi/drs, This Hiſto- 
Body ſays nothing of the other brave New» 
owlW:us, abovementiond ; whom later Com- 
anſWnentators have made fo oreat in Story. 
\bbaſſ am of Opinion that the Contrivance of 
ius his Hero is one of the beſt things in all 
FilnfWcofrey of Monmouth's Romance. It looks 
1/k aWike a gratefull Acknowledgment to the 
thrafWPerſon that had oblig'd him (or his Au- 
/tin{W&hor) with the ground-work of his whole 
cipls abrick: to whom he could not pay a 
havWmnore decent Complement than by ma» 
V hiking him Godfather to one of his chief 
ed byMKnights Errant. 


; Next after Nexnixs, follow Foel Dha's ; 

id tfLaws; which were enacted about the 

tiſes Wniddle of the Tenth Century ; whereof 
J 


b) Vid | (s) Dr. Gal?'s Hiſt. Brit. p. 93- (6) Vid. Uſeris 
Hiſt, Ecclel, p. 107. & 7. Leland, Ailert. Arth, 


Fol. 2. b. 
(3 " thoſe 


ers 
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thoſe that relate to Eccleſiaſtical Aain 
have been publiſh'd by. (a) Sir 
Spelman. Of theſe there are (6) ſeve 
Copies, both in Welſh and Latin, ft 
extant ; among wich a very old on 
(written on Parchment) in Feſus Cc 
lege at Oxford, The Preface to thi 
lait will not allow that King Zoe! abr 
gated (as Mr. Camden (c) fays he did 
all the Laws of his Anceſtors ; but 
preſly tells us, that (4) according to ti 
Advice of his Council, ſome of the ancie 
Laws he retat#'d, others he correfted, 
ſeme he quite diſannull'd, appointing othe 
in their ſtead. Dr. Powe will not agn 
that any new Statutes were ordain'd! 
this King (e): But that his Commiſſi 
ners (according to the Powers gin 
them) retain'd only thoſe ancient La 
that were good and uſefull, explain'd t 
Ambiguous, and abrogated the Super 
ous. - For, we' are to know that (kh 
fourteen hundred years before Hot 
Time) the Britains had a whole Body! 
Muncipal Laws, enafted by Kin 


(a) Concil. Tom. I. p. 408. (5) Vid. Humph. U 
id. Comment. Brit. Frag. Fol. 53. a, & Hen. $ye 
Glofl. in voce Aelingus & Lex. (c) Brit. in Carmt 
denſh, (4) Obſervar. Ed. Lhwydin novam Edit. Cat 
Pp. 625. (e) In Additament. ad Hiſt. Cambr. 


. (a) DD 
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a) Dunwallo Molmutins; which were 
o0n afterwards enlarg'd by Queen Mar- 
tia. All theſe, ſays Bale, were tranſla- 
ted into Latin by Gildas; and into Sax- 
on by King Alfred. Nay, ſome wilc 
Writers will needs affirm, that a certain 
part of our Engliſh Saxon Laws, which 
they call Lex Merciorum, had its Detio- 
mination from theſe Leges Martiz: and 
this childith Fancy has been embrac'd 
by ſeveral of our (5) grave and ancient 
Hiſtorians. OthelSthink it improbable 
that ſo great a Pfince as King Alfred 
ſhould ever trouble his Head with Tran- 
ſting any of the Laws either of Mol- 
mutius or Martia; who were only Anti- 
quated Legiſlators among his Enemies, 
and Heathens. But (ſince the Britazrs, 
as Aſſerius and others tell us, voluntari- 
ly ſubmitted to him) it ſeems as wiſe in 
Him to give them their own Laws in his 
Language, as twas in Wiliam the Con- 
querour to grant us the Saxon Laws in 
French. Many of em (we-have already 
been told) were aboliſh'd even by the 
Britains themſelves, aftcr they became 
Chriſtians : But Mr. Sheringham thinks 
'tis evident from ſeveral Law-Terms 


S (s) Bake (Edit. I.) Cent. I. Cap. 8. & 10. (6) Via 
R. Higden, Lib-L. cap. 50, & Hiſt. Jorn. p. 38. 
| G 4 (ſuch 
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(ſuch as (a) Murder, Denizon, Rout, Se.) 
which are purely Briti/h, that ſome of 
them were taken into the Body of our 
Engliſh Laws. Hoet's are faid to have 
been firſt Tranſlated into Latin by (a 
Gentleman with a very hard Name) Bles 
gabride (b) Langauride, Doctor of Laws 
and Archdcacon of Laxdaff, in the year 
914. which, it the Brztifh Hiſtory do not 
mitiaform us, was about 26 years before 
that King began his Reign. There is 
lately come tro myghands a Latin MS 
Copy (in Parchment)vf theſe Laws ; in 
the end whereof (in a later hand) is 
Wricten :- {iam Librum Tho Powel Foar- 
#i\Da. Rhaſo Med. Doftori dono dedit 
wenle Auguſto 1690. 


Uncer- And theſe, I think, are all the Britifþ 
zain us Hiſtorical Writers that liv'd before the 
c-ers, Norman Conqueit; whoſe Books are 
now to be met with in any of our Engliſh 
Libraries. I know not how to direct the 
Reader to ſeek for the Hiſtories of Elbo- 
dus or (c) Elvodugus (tor they are both 
the fame' Man) from whom Newnivus is 
made to borrow a good part of what we 
now have under his Name; nor for 


—_ 


(a) Shering.' de Orig. Gentis Ang]. p. 125, 126 
(2) Bale, Cent, 2. Cap: 23. ' (t) þ Pits, p. 103, 105. 
| thoſe 
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thoſe of (a) Worgrefius and Mawornus, 
Abbot and Monk of Glaſſenbury ; nor for 
the Genealogies drawn up, by the Fa- 
mous Bard in King Edgar's daies, (5) 
Saliphilax. When theſe are retriev'd, 
I would have them all carefully bound 
up with the Deflorationes Hiſtorie Bri- 
tannice ; Which (as Jo. (c) Caius has 
learnedly prov'd from Stew and Langquet) 
were written by King Gargentius about 
370 years before Chriſt. The Welſh 
MS. cited frequently in Camder's Britan- 
nia, by the name of 7riades, ſeems not 
to carry Age enough to come within this 
Claſs. *Tis the fame, I ſuppoſe, which 
he(d) elſewhere calls the Briti/h old Book 
of Triplicities ; running all upon the 
number three, as appears from his Quo- 
tation out of it: Welſhmen love Fire, 
Salt and Drink ;, Frenchmen Women , 
Weapons and Horſes; Engliſhmen Good 
cheer, Lands and T rafick. 


We are not to expect any ſuch Afſi- Charters. 


ſtances for the aſcertaining the Hiſtory 
of thele Times, as After-Ages afford us, 
from Charters, Letters Pateats, &c. And 
yet 'tis too forward an Afſertion to ſay 


, (a) F. Pits p, 107. (65) Id. p. 175. (c) De Antiq. 
Cantab, lib, 1. (4) Camd, Remains, Edit. 1614- p. 1 7. 


there 
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there were no ſuch things in the day 
of our Britiſh Kings, if al! be true that 
(a) Leland tells us of King Arthur; 
Seal: But I am not, I confeſs, fo much 
in Love with that Venerable Relique g 
he ſeems to have been. It might indee 
be brought (as he guelles) from Glaſſe 
bury ; where I do. believe 'twas hungat 
a forg'd Charter by ſome Monk, wht 
was a better Mechanick than Antiqua 
The Inſcription calily diſcovers the 
Cheat : PATRICIUS ARTURIDS Bh 
TANNLE, GALLIZ, GERMANI 
DACLA IMPERATOR. He is certait 
Iy call'd Patriczus here (and no where 
elſe) out of the abundant Reſpe&tth 
Monaſtery had for their Guardian, Sait 
Patrick; and not, as Leland fanſig 
upon any Account of a Roman Faſhion 
Another Help is here wanting, whit 
exceedingly Conduces rowards the 1! 
ſtrating the Antiquities of other Nations 
and that is the Light that is often gain{ 
from the Impreſles and Inſcriptions upot 
their old Coins and Medals. The nic 
ney uſed here in (4) Ceſar's Time 
nothing more than Iron Rings and ſhay 
leſs pieces of Braſs: nor does it well af 


\\(a) Aſſert, Arth. fol. x2, 13, &c. (b) Comment: 
1d. 5, 
pea 
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pear that ever afterwards their Kings 
brought in any of another fort. Cam- 
des (a) ſays he could not learn that, 
after their retirement into Wales, they 
had any ſuch thing among them: none 
of the Learned Men of rhat Principa- 
lity having yet been able to produce 
ſo much as one piece of Brzti/h Coin, 
found either in Wales or any where 
elſe. And, is it likely that a Royalty 
of this Nature ( of ſo great Benefit 
to their Subjets, as well as Honour 
to themſelves) would have been laid 
aſide by the Cambrian Princes, if former- 
ly enjoy'd by any of their Anceſtors 2 
F. (3) Leland tells us he never (in all his 
Travels, throughout the whole King- 
dom of England) could meet with one 
Britiſh Coin, among the many Millions 
of thoſe of the Romans found in this Na- 
tion. And the Reaſon, he ſays, was, be- 
cauſe (as he proves out of (c) Gildas) 
the Romans would not s!low any of our 
Meral to be ſtamp'd with any other 
Image or Superſcription, fave only that 
of Ceſar's, that is, ſome of their own 
Emperours. However, we now have 
ſeveral ancient Coins in our publick and 


(s) Remains p. m. 199. 200. (5) Comment. in Cygn: 
Cant. voce Britannia, (c) Vid. Hiftor. Gilde, $. 5. 
. s private 
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private Libraries, which are generally 
repured to be Britiſh : tho''tis very hard 
to determine in what Age of the World 
they were minted. My very Learned 
and Ingenious Friend Mr. Lwhyd believes 
that, before the coming in of the Re. 
mans, they had Gold Coins of. their 
own ; becauſe there have been frequent- 
ly found (both in Zng/and and Wales) 
thick pieces of that Metal, hollow'd on 
one fide, with variety of unintelligible 
Marks and Characters upon them, 
Theſe, he is ſure, cannot be aicrib'd ei- 
ther to the Romans, Saxons or Danes ; 
and therefore 'tis reaſonable we ſhould 
conclude them to be Britzi/h. And the 
Reaſon why he thinks they were coind 
before the Kowans came, 15 this : If the 
Britains had learn'd the Art from them, 
they would (tho' never ſo inartificially) 
have endeavour'd to imitate their man- 
ner of Coining ; and, in all likelyhood, 
have added Letters and the Head of their 
Kings. Here's a fair and probable opi- 
nion againſt the expreſs Teſtimony of 
Fulius Ceſar ; who could hardly be im- 
posd on in this part of the Account he 
gives of our Ifle. Camden (a) rather 


(a) Remains p. m. 199, 
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thinks that, after the Arrival of the Re- 
wans, the Britains firſt began to imitate 


them in their Coining of both Gold and 


' Copper : But his Stories of Cunobeline 


and Queen Brundvica, are much of a 
piece with thoſe of Doctor (a) Plott's 
Praſutagus ; all of 'em liable to very 
juſt and (to me) unanſwerable Obje- 
ions. For my own part , I am of Opi- 
nion, that never any ofthe Britiſh Kings 
did Coin Money : But that even their 
Tribute-Money (like the Daxe-Gelt and 
Peterpence afterwards) was the ordinary 
Current Coin ; which was brought in 
(or minted here) by the Romans them- 
ſelves, as long as this Iſland continu'd a 
Province. The moſt (if not all) of the 
foremention'dpieces, which are not Coun- 
terfeits, I take to be Amulets ; whereof 
Tho. (b) Bartholine gives this ſenlible Ac- 
count : Habuere Veteres in Paganiſmo res 
quaſdam portatiles, ex Argento vel Aur 
fatlas, 'Imaginibus Deorum, facie human) 
Expreſſorum ſignatas,quibus FuturorumCog- 
nitionem explorabant, & quarum poſſe ſrone 
felices ſe & quodam quaſi Numinis prefidis 
tutos judicabant.Theſe were in'ule among 
the Romans a good while (c) after they 


(+) Nar. Hiſt. of Oxfordſh. cap. 10. (5) Antiq. Dan. 
Pp. 466, (6) Vid. Speriian, in Caracal. 


Came 
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came into Brztazn : and the Amula(from 
whence they had their Name) was a little 
drinking (4) Cup, moſt probably of this 
very Faihion, If any man diſlikes my 
Conjefure, I am willing Sir Fohx Pertw 
ſhould Umpire the matter between us; 
and his Suppoſition (that Cozs is an (5) 
Abſtrat of Coynobeline, who firſt coin'd 
Money at Malden) will for ever decide 
the Controverlie. 


After the :Conqueſt, The firſt mat 
that attempted the Writing of the ol 
Britiſh Hiſtory was Geoffery Archdeacon 
of Monmouth ; and he did it to ſome 
purpoſe. This Author liv'd under King 
(c) Stephen, about the year 1150. Ke 
had a peculiar fancy for Stories ſurmount 
ing all ordinary Faith : which inclial 
him to pitch upon King Arthur's feats« 
Chivalry , and Merlyn's Prophecies, a 
proper ſubjects for his Pen. But his moſ 
famous piece 1s his Chronicon frve Hits 
ria Britonum ; which has taken ſo wel 
as to have had ſeveral (4) Impreſſions, lt 
this he has given a perfet Gencalogy 0 


(a) Cal. Rhodiy Antiq. Le&. lib. 27. cap. 2! 


(5) Gloſs. ad Flet. Min. voce Coin. (c) 7. Pits, p. 21! 
(4) Apud Jo. Badium A.D. 1508. & Hydelb. 1587, & 


the 
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the Kings of Britain from the Days of 
Brutus : wherein we have an Exact Regi- 
ſter of above Seventy glorious Monarchs 
that rul'd this Iſland, before ever Julius 


| Ceſar had the good fortune to be ac- 


quainted with it. The firſt ſtone of 
this fair Fabrick was laid by Nemnius : 
but the Superſtructure is all Fire-new, 
and purely his own. They that are 
concern'd for the Credit of this Hiſtori- 
an tell us, that he had no further hand 
in the Work, than only to tranſlate an 
ancient Welſþ Hiſtory brought out of 
Britany in France by Walter Calenius, 
Archdeacon of Oxford ; who was him- 
ſelf an eminent Antiquary, and added 
a (a) Supplement to the Book. The 
Tranſlation of the whole he commit- 
ted to the care of his Friend Geoffry ; 
who (ſays (5) Matt. Paris) approv'd him- 
ſelf Interpres verus: And there I am 
willing to let the matter reſt. The 
Tranſlator might have employ'd his 
time better, yet may be an honeſt 
man : But the Author (whoever he 
was) has baſely impos'd upon the 
World, and was certainly ſomething of 
another Nature. The beſt defence that 


(a) 3. Pits, p. 198. (6) Ad An. 1151, 


# 
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can be made for it is that which wy 
written by Sir Fohn Priſe ; and is pub 
liſh'd under the Title of (a) Hi/torie 
Britannice Defenſio : to which ſome 
thing further is added by (5) Mr. She 
ringham (if it could be helpd) to 
part with any thing of an old Story 
that looks gay, and is but even tole 
rably well contrivid. As to the regard 
(fays the ingenious Mr. (c) Lhwyd) du 
zo this Hiſtory in general, the judiciou 
Reader may conſult Dr. Powel's Epiſth 
(d) De Britannici Hiſtoria re&e Intel 
ligend4; and Dr. Davies's Preface to hi 
Britiſh Lexicon ; and balance them witi 
the Arguments and Authority of thoſe tha 
wholly rejett them, 1 am not for wholly re 
jefling all that's contained in that Hi 
ſtory ; believing there is ſomewhat d 
Truth in it, under a mighty heap 
Monkiſh Forgeries : But, .for the main, 
Iam of (ec) Camden's Judgment ; and 
I hope my Friend will allow me to 
think the Argaments and Authority ol 
that Writer and common Senſe to be a 
weighty (in theſe Matters) as thoſe of 
the two greateſt Doftors in Chriſten- 

a) 4to. Lo I573- rig, is Andl, 
P- () 429 ou > MEA Bur no. G) In 


_ ——_ ſus Pont. Virun, (ce) Britan, 11 Aw 
mmout bſh, 


dom 
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dom. Ponticus Virunnius, an Ttalian, 
(a) Epitomiz'd it; and indeed 'tis- of a 
Complexion fitter for the Air of 7raly 
than England. 


Hiſtory of the Petty Kings of Wales, af- 
ter they were driven into that Corner 
of the Iſland by the Saxons, This Hi- 
ſtory (which was written originally in 
Latin, and brought as low as the Year 
1156, by its Author) was afterwards 
tranſlated into Eng/iſh by Humphrey 
thi Lhaid; and enlargd and publiſh'd by 
y 16 (4) Dr. Powe!. There are three MSS. 
H-W of good note, mentiond by (c) Arch- 
it of biſhop 2/per, which ſeem to reach 
> oi much higher than Caradocus pretends to 
ain go; all which I gueſs to have been 
anti written about the ſame Time. The firſt 
: Of is in Welſh, in Sir Fohn Cotton's Library : 
y of reported to be the ſame that was tran- 
e 98 ſlated by Feoffrey of Monmouth. The 
e of Second is in old Engliſh by one Lazimoy : 
ten-W and the Third (as 1 take it) in Latin, 
Rl Geraldus Cornubienſis. 


Mews (a) 8*. Lond. 1585. curante D. Powel. (5) 4*. Lond. 
1584. (c) Hiſt. Eccl, Brit. p. 29, 31. 
H 


King 


Cotemporary with this Feoffrey was Carado- 
Caradocus Monk of Lancarvan; who cus Lan« 
contented himſelf with the Writing of a £97 %e2/1s. 
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King Arthur, and his Knights of the 
Round Table, made ſo conſiderable 
Figure in the Britifh Hiſtory, that r 
ny Learned Men have been at a pre 
deal of Trouble toclear up that Prince} 
Title, and to ſecure that part of Je 
freys Story, whatever Fate might 
tend the Reſt, The firſt Stickker ( 
gainſt Will. Neubrigen/is, &c.) was of 
Grey, the ſupposd Author of Scalechy 
icon; Whom (a) Pits calls Fohy, ani 
ſays, he was Biſhop of Norwich and F 
let of Canterbury, and that he dy 
A. D. 1217. Biſhop (5) Jewel calls hij 
Thomas. About two hundred Years i 
ter him, 7ho, Matory (a Welſh Gentls 
man} wrote King Arthur's Story in En 
liſh; a Book that is, in our Days, ofte 
fold by the Ballad-fingers with the lik 
Authentick Records of Guy of Warwid 
and Bevis of Southampton. But, about 
the middle of the laſt Century, his chie 
Champions appear'd on the Stape; i 
defence of him againſt Polydore Yirgils 
fierce attack. Theſe were (c) Sir Fo 
Priſe and (4) Mr. Leland; the latte 

(a) 7. Pits, p. 6809. (b) Def. Apolog.-Par. 4 

eg 


(:) Hiſt. Brit, Def. 4*. Lond, 1573. («) Aſert. 
Arth. 4*. Lond. 1544. 


whereol 
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whereof was as able as any Man alive 
o give the Story ail the Light which 
he Kingdom could afford it. And yet 
is Treatiſe is the moſt liable to Excepti- 
pn of any thing he ever publiſh'd. Ma- 
y of the Authors he quotes are only 
Feoffrey of Monmouth's Echoes ; others 
ome not up to the Queſtion ; and ſome 
re too Modern. Theſe, and more Ob- 
etions are raisd againſt this Hiſtory by 
bur moſt Learned Biſhop ( a) Stilling- 
et ; who nevertheleſs confeſſes that he 
has ſufficiently prov'd that there was 
h a Prince. So that, it ſeems, there 
s ſomething of (5) plain Stuff in the 
tory; whatever Imbroydery may be In- 
oduced by the Spaniſh vein of Roman- 
mg. Arth. Kelton's Chronicle of the 
ce) Brutes, and ZH. (d) Lyte's Records, 
Fc. are ſuch Whimſical and Imperfe&t 
ieces as not to deſerve the being nam'd 
ith the laſt mentiond Authors ; tho' 
| ey treat much on the ſame Subs 


(s) Orig. Brit. p. 339, &c. (6) Sir W. Temple's In- 
dd. P. Fl, 52, 53. (c) 8*. Lond. 1547. (4) Ath. 
on. Vol. L p. 293. 
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After King Charles the Sccond's þ 
ſtoration, Mr. Robert Vaughan (a Lear 
ed Gentleman of Meryonidſhire ) pu 
I:!h'd his (a) Britiſh Antiquities Revin' 
wherein are a great many very pre 
Remarks and-Diſcoveries. The Auth 
it appears, was well known to Arc 
biſhop (4) ſer; by whom he 
much countenanc'd and encourag'd 
theſe Studies. In one of his Letters 
that renown'd Primate, he ſays, heh 
now finiſh'd his Annals of Wales ; whi 
he then ſent to be perus'd by his Gra 
and to receive his Approbation (it w 
thy of it) for the Preſs. What becan 
thar Work, I cannot tell: but it hast 
yer appear'd ſo publickly as the Aut 
(it ſeems) long ſince intended it that 
His Executors owe him and us the] 
ſtice of ſending abroad whatever tit 
have of his that's compleat: For het 
alſo behind him a large Collection of 
ther Manuſcript Papers, relating tot 
ſame Subject ; which were ſome 
in the Poſleftion of Sir William 
liams. 


(a) 4* Oxon. 1662. (6) See Archbilh, Uſer's 
ters, p. 261, 270, &c. 
Ait 
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After him came forth: Ay/et Sammes 5,1 
with his (a) Britamia Antiqua Illuſtra- 
ta ; wherein he fetches the Original of 
the Britiſh Cultoms, Religion and Laws, 
from the Phenicians. This Conceit 
(which is all that looks new in his Book) 
is wholly borrow'd from Bochartus ; as 
is his long Diſcourſe of the Ofi-ſpring of 
the Saxons, from Sheringham. As for 
his own part, 'tis viſible he equally 
underſtood the Phenician, Britiſh, Go» 
thick, Saxon, and Iſlandic Languages; 
and, if Icit to himſelf, could as ecatily 
have brought the Britains from New 
Spain, and the Saxons from Madagaſcar. 
Upon the firſt publiſhing of this Book, 
Mr. Oldenburg (Sccretary to the Royal 
Society) gave a very obliging (4) Cha» 
rater both of the Work and its Aus 
thor: who (by what the ( c ) Oxford 
Antiquary has fince told us) was ever y 
way unworthy of ſuch a Complemenr, 
Whether his Uncle or himſcli was the 
true Author of what hc was pleas'd to 
publiſh under his own Naine, is no 


I — <> R—_— — — 


(a) Fol. Lond. 1676. (5) Philoſ, Tranſa&t. Nam 
124. P. 596. (c) Athen, Oxon, Vol. II. p. 879. 
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worth our while to enquire. But, if y 
believe Mr. Wood that Aylet had reve 
. ſo much as heard of John Leland 
the Tear 1677, he's the moſt unaccow 
table and ridiculous Plagiary and Þ 
foon that ever had his Name in th 
Title Page of any Book whatever. I 
that which he pretends to be his, wa 
Printed the Year betore ; and (in th 
Preface to it) we are told, that 'ty 
John Leland's aſſertiog, that the mai 
| Body cf the Welſh Language conliſl 
of Hebrew and Greek words , whit 
firſt put the Author upon his ſear 
into the Stories of the Phaenician Ve 
ages. So that, it's very probable tt: 
good Maſter Sammes never read ſo mu: 
as the Preface to his Book : Or ell 
either he or Mr. Wood muſt be und 
the misfortune of a very treacherc 
Memory. 


F. Aubu» Something of value might have bet 
ry. expected from the many Years Laboli 
and ColleQions of that excellent Ant 
quary John Aubrey Eſquire, Fellow 
the Royal Society ; if the Propoſals! 
lately made for the publiſhing of his / 
#umenta Britannica had met with a fu 
| rabl 
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table Reception. The World is not 
come to that Ripeneſs we hope for, as 
duely to reliſh Works of this Nature : 
but how well his have deſerv'd a bet- 
ter Encouragement than hitherto they 
have met with, is apparent from the lit- 
tle Taſts we have of 'em in the late E- 
dition of the Brztannia ; eſpecially in 
Wiltſhire, Herefordſhire and Wales. 
He would have given us (if we had 
been ſo kind to our ſelves as to have ac- 
cepted his Pains) a good view of the 
Temples, Religion and Manners, of the 
Ancient Druids; of the Camps, Ca- 
tles, Military Architeure , &c. of 
both Britains and Romans. But we re- 
jected his offers; and may poſlibly too 
late repent of our Folly, 


As to the Roman Writers, there are Roman 
hardly any that treat of the Afﬀairs of Hiftori. 
this Iſle any otherwiſe than occaſionally ans, 
only, and by the bye. The Deſign of 
Czſar's Commentaries is to give the 
World an Account of the moſt glorjous 
Paſſages of his own Life; and what he 
lays of Britain (as well as Germaxy) is 
apparently what he could pick up from 
uncertain Tattle and Hear-fay. Some- 

H 4 thing 
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thing better bottom'd are the Stories we 
meet with afterwards in 7acitus , Dis 
Caſſius, Suetonius, Eutropius, Spartianus, 
Capitolinus, Lampridius, Vopiſcus, (a) &c, 
who may all be ſuppos'd to have had 
the peruſal of ſuch Memorials as were, 
from time to time, ſent to the Empe 
rours from their Lieutenants (and other 
chief Officers ) in this Province. In 
the uſe of theſe, the Reader ought to take 
a deal of Leifure and Caution. For 
molt of '*em ſeem to have been looſe Ic 
digeſted Adverſaria ; ſuch as had not te 
laſt Examination and Thoughts of ther 
Authors; and do therefore want the Re 
gard that ſhould be had to Order and 
Time. Beſides the ſeveral Tracts ar: 
not well aſcertain'd to their Genuine and 
Proper Writers; the not heeding where 
of may draw one unawares into ver) 
dangerous miſtakes. Theſe Defects ar: 
happily ſupply'd by the famous Mr. Dod 
wel, in his late Learned Prelettion: 
(4) Camdenianz ; which will be high) 
ſerviceable to all ſuch as ſhall hereatte 
engage in theſe Studies. Indeed Tai, 


(a) Vid. Hift. Auguſt. Script. Edit. 3 Fred. Sylburgit, 
in 2 Vol, Fol. Francof. 1588, (6) 8*. Oxon. 1692. 
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tw's Life of Agricola (eſpecially as im- 
prov'd by (a) Sir Henry Savil's moſt ad- 


_ mirable Tranſlation and Learned Notes) 


looks ſomething like a juſt Treatiſe upon 
that great General's Conduct here ; and 
is done with that Fairneſs and ReſpeR to 
the Natives, that I cannot ſee but Gal- 
gacus is made to talk as Bravely, Grace- 
fully and Eloquently, as the beſt of his 
Enemies. Many Defeats in theſe Ac- 
counts have been likewiſe ſupply'd (as 
well as good ſtore of Conjetural Mi- 
ſtakes, in more Modern Authors, reQi- 
fy'd) by the Roman Inſcriptions and 
Coins found in ſeveral parts of our I- 
ſland ; and there are daily new Diſcove- 
ries of both theſe ſorts. 


Since the acceptable Services done to Irſcripti- 
the Students of Antiquities by Graterus 9s. 


and Reynefrus, the Inſcriptions on Alrars 
and other Monuments have carry'd a 
very high price ; and (among others) 
the Antiquaries of our own Nation have 
fanſy'd that our Hiſtory has had great 
Improvements from ſuch as have been 
diſcover'd here. Thoſe that Mr. Camden 


—___— ——<—— — — —  — 
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(s) Pol. Lond. 1598. 
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met with were all preſerv'd (as choice 
Ornaments) in his Britannia; and ſome 
few have been added in the late Edition 
of that Work. Many more might un- 
doubtedly be had for ſeeking after: And 
'tis no ſmall Unhappineſs, that, among 
the many Advancements of Learning in 
this Age, the Recovery of theſe precious 
Treaſures ſhould be ſo much neglected, 
+ The Perſons employ'd in theſe Searches 
ought to be Men of Probity as well az 
Knowledge ; Religiouſly ſcrupulous in 
obtruding any thing upon the World, 
under the Venerable Name of Antiquity, 
which has not an honeſt Title to that 
Character. Annius of Viterbo's ſcanda 
lous Project of raiſing the Credit of that 
City by ſome forg'd Iaſcriptions (which 
he had caus'd to be hid in the Neighbou- 
ring Fields, and afterwards diſcover'd in 
a Boaſting Triumph) has been juſtly re- 
ſented and exploded by all true Lovers of 
ancient Learning : But the Inclinations 
of all Men are ſo naturally bent upon 
doing Honour and Service to their Na- 
tive Country in their own way (and 
the Temptations that we meet with in 
theſe Studies are ſo many and ſtrong) 
that a very great ſhare of Integrity 1s 

requiſite 
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requiſite to the making of a Complete 
Antiquary. 


Mr. Camden (a) tells us, that, from Coins. 
the Time of Claudian to that of Yalenti- 
ian (about five kundred years) the Ro- 
man Coin only was current in this Nati- 
on: And that (whereas all Money for 
this part of the World was, for a long 
time, coin'd either at Rome, Lions or 
Treves) Conſtantine the Great erected a 
Mint at London. Some of his Pieces, 
which were there coin'd, I have in my 
poor Colletion ; and they are not un- 
common in many of the Maſea in Eng- 


land. But, long before his Days, his 


Predeceſſors rook occaſion to magnify 
their Exploits, in this other World of 
Great Britain, on the Reverſe of their 
Coins ; from whence ſeveral good Illu- 
ſtrations of that part of our Hittory may 
be had. Whar are given us of this kind, 
in the Britannia, are very valuable: Bur 
their Numbers might be turther enlarg'd ; 
and we are the more encouraged to look 
after thoſe we want, becauſe 1 have not 
yet heard that our Trayterous Eng/i(Þ 


(#) Remains, P. M. 199. 
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Money - makers have hitherto buſy! 
themſelves in Counterfeiting any Cai 
of 1o ancient a Date. Such Rogyer; 
are common in France and Germay 
where moſt of their old Medals ha 
been Copy'd (and many New Ones ( 
the firſt Cz/ar's ſtamp'd and minted) | 
Modern Artiſts: And yet, even there 
thoſe that relate to the Afﬀairs of thi 
Iſle are always allow'd to be True an 
Genuine. 
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CHAP. IV. 
Df the Hiftories, and other Monu- 


ments, that relate to the Limes 
of the Saxons and Danes. 


He Diſpatch that Sir W:i/am 
 B . Templemakesof the Saxon times 
s very ſhort and pithy 3 and the Cha- 
racer he gives of their Writers is ſo 
ull of Contempt, that ( if we were 
ure it came from a proper Judge ) 
twould fave: an Antiquary a great 
deal of trouble and pains. The Authors 
he (a) ſays) of thoſe barbarons and illi- 
terate Ages are few and mean : and per- 
baps the raugh conrſe of thoſe Lawleſs, 
imes and Ations would have been too 
jonoble a ſubje# for a good Hiſtorian. 
The times were not ſo lawleſs, nor 
the Authors ſo few and mear, as he 
imagines. , A great many of the Re- 
cords of thoſe days,we own, are loſt : 
but there are ſtill more remaining, 
than any of our Neighbour-Nations 


— 


Ca) IntroduRt. pag. 1. * 
can 
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can pretend-to ſhew, relating to the 
Tranſactions of thoſe Ages. We knoy 
not what*s become of the Book King 
(b) Flfred wrote againſt Corrupt 
Judges : of his Colleion of the old 

axon Sonnets; of St. Aldhelm's Hymns 
and other Viufical Cumpoſures, &+ 
And yet we havea ' retty good ſtock 
of their Laws and Hiſtorical Treatiſes; 
and thoſe that have been converſant 
in 'em do not think they-have thrown 
away their time upon 1o wgnoble a Suk 
je as lome may tanſie it. 

Before a juſt Sentence could h 
paſs'd in this caſe, the Judge oughtt 
have had the leifure and patiencety 
have made hin{c]t a pertect Maſterd 
the Saxon Language; which he migh 
do either in the method preſcrib'dly 
(c) Mr. Lambard or (4d) Dr. Hicks, 
To this purpoſe, it had been conve. 
nient that he had furnith'd himſelf, in 
the firſt place, with a Saxox Grats 
mar, ſince our Tongue 1s now very 
much alrer'd in the Conſtruction and 
Termination of ſuch words as we ſtil 
retain, from that of our Anceſtors 


3 — 
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(bJ) Vid. Flfred. Mag. Vit. p. 82, 92, 93. (c)At 
chaion. Przf, ad Let, p. 2- (4) Praf. ad Gram. Saxon. 
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Whether the Monks of Taviſtoke fwho, 
as (e) Camden tells us, had a Saxon 
Lecture intheir Monaſtery) ever com- 
pil'd any thing of this kind, is not 
known 3 tho it has been lately (Ff) re- 
ported, that, in the beginning of the 
Civil Wars, there wasſuch a Grammar 
there printed. The firſt attempt to- 
wards it, that we hear of, was by 
Mr..Johz Joſſelize, Archbiſhop Parker's 
Secretary 3 who drew up. a Specimen, 
which 1s now hardly to be met with, 
Mr. Sozzner prefix'd ſome ſhort Gram- 
matical Rules to his Dictionary : but 
Mr. Jzunizs did not (as far as I could 
ever learn) bend his. thoughts that 
way. Biſhop Fe// was earneſt with 
Dr Marſhal! (late Rector of Lixcoln- 
College) to draw up a Grammar ; and 
he devolv'd the work upon one much 
more unht for the employment, who 
had made ſome Colletions to. that 
purpoſe. His endeavours were ſuper- 
ſeded by the excellent performance 
of Dr. Hickes, who has publiſh'd his 
Inſtitutionts' T6) Grammatice Anglo- 
Jaxonice, &c. The Book diſcovers 
an Accuracy in this Language beyond 


(e) Britan, in Devon. (f ) N, E. Camd, Brit. 
Þ. 32, (g) 4to. Oxon. 158g, 
I 2 the 
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the Attainments of any that had gone 
before him in that Stady ; and will be 
ot moſt neceſſary uſe to ſuch as ſhall 
apply themſelves to the right under. 
ſtanding of the ancient Hiſtory and 
Laws of this Kingdom. _ Burt, as all 
firſt Draughts of any ſort are uſually 
Imperfe&, ſo there ſeem to be ſome 
Defects in this that may be ſupply, 
For Example, There wants a Chapter 
of the variety of Dialects 5 which 
might have been had our of the Nor. 
thern Interlineary Verſions of the 
Goſpel mention'd by DoQor (4) Mar- 
fball : One whereof is peremptorily 
affirm'd to have belong'd to Sr. Cath- 
bert, as the other (in all likelihood) 
did to Venerable Lede. 

Didima. After the Grammar is well and 

ries, Carefully pexusd, the next Enquiry 
ought to be after ſuch Dictionaries as 
have been written in the Saxon 
Tongue 3 whereof we ſhall meet with 
as great plenty as we did in the Bri. 
tih, We find, that even in thoſe 
Barbarows Ages, they had ſome few 
men of Learning ,- who colle&ed ſe. 
veral Vocabularies, in Saxoz and La, 


(4b) Obſervat. in Verſ. Anglo-Sax. p, 491, 492» 
tin 
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tin, for the uſe of their School-boys. 
Some of theſe are ſtill remaining, ha- 
ving been carefully pick'd up and 
tranſcrib'd by Mr. J#nizs. The chief 
of them are the two that bear the 
Name of the learned E/fric : where- 
of the worſe was printed, with his 
Grammar, in the end of Mr. Somer's 
Dictionary 3 the better ftill contimu- 
ing in Manuſcript C norwithſtanding 
(7) Mr. Wharton's Remark to the con- 
trary} both in Cottor's Library, and 
in that of St. John's College in Ox- 
ford, as well as amongſt Junzns's Fran. 
ſcripts. Out of theſe, and other helps, 
the moſt Induſtrious of our Exgliþ 
Antiquaries have compil'd their S2xo-7 
Dictionaries; very ſerviceable towards 
the carrying on of theſe intricate and 
uſeful Studies. All that I have heard 
of in this kind, are : 1. That which 
was drawn up by Larr. Noel, Dean of 
Litchfield, in the beginning of Queen 
Elizabeth's Reign: whoſe Original 
Manuſcript fell into the hands of 
Mr. Selder, and is now in Bodley's Ei- 
brary 3 asa fair Copy of it is amongft 
Junins's MSS. 2, Jobn Joſſcline's >, 


(!) AuR, Hiſt, Dogm. Uſſerii, p. 377, 373 
I 3 ſaid 
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ſaid to bein (4) Cotton's Library, tho 
Dr. Hickes does not mention it 1n his 
Catalogue. + 3- Will. Somner's 5 which 
was ([)publiſh'd at the Earneſt Requeſt 
and Charges of ſome. of the moſt 
Learned Men in this Kingdom. The 
chief Additions he made, to what was 
done to his hand by the two fore- 
mentioned -Gentlemen, were out of 
Cedmor's Paraphraſe, andthe Medici: 
nal MS. in the King's Library 3 toge- 
ther with two old Gloſlaries in Sir 
John Cotton's. 4. That moſt elaborate 
one of Fr. Junius, who has infinitely 
outdone all that went before him, 
His large Gloſſary or Lexicon of the 
five old Northern Languages'(where: 
of the Saxon has the preference) may 
be ſeen in the Author's own MS. in 
Bodley's Library 3 and a fair Tranſcript 
ofit {in Eleven Volumes, at the charge 
of the late pious Biſhop FeZ) in the 
Muſeum Aſhmoleanum. It was delign'd 
for the- Preſs by that moſt excellent 
Prelate 3 and may be yet hoped for, 
as ſoon as it ſhall pleaſe God to reſtore 
to us the Blefling of Peace, together 
with (one ofitscertain Conſequences) 


— 


(b) Titles of Hin. p. 32. (1) Fol. Oxon, 1559. 
; | the 
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the Encouragement of Induſtry and 
good Learning. We may likewiſe 
then expe the ſame Author's Erymo- 
logicum Angli anum, a work complete- 
ly finiſhd m two Volumes 3 which 
will be alſo of ſingular uſe to onr Ex- 
gliſh Antiquary. Atter theſe | "can 
hardly think it worth the while to 
take notice of the Impertect Collectt- 
ons made by Sir W:l/iam Drigdal: 1n 
Saxon and Engliſh 5; nor of two Ano- 
nymou; Fragments, of -the like kind, 
in the Libraries of Sir {homas Bodley 
and Bennet College. 


To theſe Dictionaries ought to be 7/7 
added the Gl: f{aries of Sir Merry Spel- rjcs. 


man and V'r. Semrer 5, which explain 
the hard and obſolete Words tre- 
quently occurring in our ancient Hiſto- 
ries and Laws The former of theſe 
was firſt (-r pobliſh d Imperfect ; but 
in the (2) Second and Third Editions 
that Defect is ſupply'd. That the 
whole is the true Genuine Work of 
Its pretended Author, appears from 
the uniformity of the Stylc in both 
parts; from the Quotations of the 
ſame Manuſcripts; References in both 


— - —_— — 


Cm) Fol. Lond. 16:6, (n) Fc. Lord 1564, & 
1687, 


I 4 to 


- 
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to the Readings of his Grandfathe 
Sir John Spelman , &-c. Twas a grey 
misfortune rhat the late publiſher of j 
was not made acquainted with the 
Notes and Enlargements upon the 
whole amongſt Somner's Manulcriptsin 
the Library at Canterbury, © The othe 
Gloſlary was long after compil'd by 
W. Somner, and annex'd to the 0) De. 
cems Scriptores, publiſh'd by Sir Roger 
Twiſden, who acknowledges, that 
without it that work had been a very 
dry and aſeleſs performance. Out of 
theſe two Du Freſne uſually trat 
ſcribes whatever he has, in his } 
preat work, which relates to the d 
Ecult paſiages in our old Laws, &«, 
Dr. Wats has added a Glol:ary to hy 
Edition of M. Paris 5 which may be 
very ſerviceable to a young Engliþ 
Antiquary : And (9) Mr Whelocpra 
mi-'d one of his Compolure. 

' There's not much to be learnd 
from any Coins we have of our Saxon 
Kings , their Silver ones being all of 
the ſame Size, and generally very 
{lovenly minted. In this Metal they 


NR 


Cs) Fol. Lond. 1652. (p | Gloffar. ad Script. Med. 
& Infim. Latinit. 3 Vol. Pari. Fol. 2678, (q) In Prabs 
ad Acchaion. Guil. Lambardi. 


cain'd 
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coin'd only Pexnies , worth about 
three pence of. our preſent Money. 
Bur they had alſo ' (as appears from 
the Saxon ( r ) Goſpels) Halfpennies 
and Farthingsz which perhaps were 
of a baſer Matter. They had alſo 
Half Farthings (eight to a Penny, like 
the Liards de France) which they 
calld (s) Sticas : Of which kindI 
take thoſe Braſs pices to be which 
were lately found near Rippon in 
Vork ſhire, and by Sir Edward Blacket 
(into whoſe poſſeſſion they firſt came ) 
kindly communicated to ſeveral cu- 
rious Antiquariesin that County. The 
reſt of thetr Money-Terms are Names 
of Accounts and Weight z which are 
thus ſtated by (tj -Camaer. 
| - & & <> 
1. Their Shilling was 5 of 
their Pennies; in our Money © 1 3 
2. Their Pound was their 
48 S. Our —_ —_ © :Q 
3-Manca, Mancuſa or Mar- 
ca, about — —© 
4+ Mancaof Gold, their 
20d, our — Te". 


(1) Lue. 12.6. 21. 2. (s) Marc. 12.42, 
Mains P. M. 200, 


—_ © —— 
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This computation /tho not exa@) 
comes near thetruth ; and is asmuch, 
or more, than we have occaſion for 
at preſent. Camden here omits their 
Thrimſa, which - Sir Hewry Spelman 
takes to have been three Shillings; 
Mr. Seldez thinks it was the third part 
of a Shilling; and Mr.Sommer mo 
deſtly owns he knows not what it 
was. As far as I am able to judge, 
King (x) /Ethelſtan's Laws make the 
Thrimſa, Peninge and 'Sceat, all one 
thing. They tell usa King's Weregill 
was thirty thouſand Thrimſa's : that 
is (ſay they) one hundred and twen- 
ty pounds. Now, one of their poun 
being - allow'd to be about three 
times the weight of ours, this Sumn 
will amount to about three-hundret 
and ſixty pounds of our Money 3 and, 
there being eighty fix thouſand and 
four hundred pence in our thret 
hundred and fixty Pounds, it follow 
that a Thrimſa is ſomewhat leſs that 
our three pence; which is the ſame 
with their Pexinga or Sceat. 

In ſeveral (w) Libraries, and i 
many Regiſter-Books of our oldelt 


© — — - ID o— ——_— 


Cu) Vid. LL- Xthelſtan. R. edit. Wheloc p. 55 
(w) Bibl.Cot. Tiber, A. 13.Nero, E. 1, 131. & 132. 


Mons: 
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ofaſteries, we havea deal of Chars 
ers granted {and pretended to be 
ranted) by our Saxon Kings: but 
hey are very cautioully to be ad- 
nitted and allow'd on. The moſt an- 
jent that we mect with are thoſe that 
re ſaid to have b:en granted by (x) 
thelbert King of Kent, about the 
Year 605. and they have ſuch Marks 
pf Forgery upon them, as would 
make a Man jealous of wedling with 
ny others ofthelike kind. The Ree 
ords of the very Church of Carter- 
wy, to which theſe Grants are ſaid 
0 have been made, aſlnre us that 
ling Withered 'who reignd almoſt a 
whole Century after Ethelbert) was 
he firſt that gave out Charters in 
Vriting , his Prececeſfors thinking 
heir bare word ſufficient to ſecure 
any of their Gifts and BenefaCctions, 
ay, one of thcir own { y) Monks 
cquaints us, that his Brethren were 
eminent Artiſts at coining of Char- 
ers: and we have all the reaſon in 
the world to take his Word' for it. 
The Cheat may commonly be diſco- 
verd bya ſtrict Enquiry after, and 


(x) H. Spelm. Concil. Tom. 1. p 118, 119, 120. 
M()) Gervaſ, Dorob. ad an. 118. 
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comparing of, their Dates and th; 
Times of ſuch Witneſſes (C Biſhop 
Abbots, ec.) as are brought in tox 
teſt their Truth. Mr. Whartor (x 
fays, he could rarely obſerve on 
Sexon Charter, penn'd in their oy 
Tongue,to have been counterfeited 
and the reaſon he afligns, is, becaul 
all the Forgery came in after the Ct 
queſt; when the hungry Nor 
put the Monks and others upon pn 
ving their Titles to their Lands a 
Houſes, or otherwiſe made bold 
ſeize them into their own hanl 
Now, what was written in the Ss 
Tongue being generally ſlighted, 
was neceſiary they ſhould prodt 
their Grants in Latin, it they expe 
ed that their new Maſters would 
regard or caſt an Eye on them. At 
ther occaſion wasafterwards taken 
feigning Charters, upon William t 
Conqueror's extraordinary one to 
new erected Monaſtery at Battle- 
bey; whereby he exempted the 
bot there, and his Monks, from 
Epiſcopal Juriſdiction. ' This fet t 
Religious, 1n other parts of the Kin 


— —_ — 


(x) Przf. ad Angl. Sacr. par. 2. Ps. 3+ F 
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dow, upon graſping at the like Im- 
munitiesz and, to that end, they fre- 
uently tramed the like Grants from 
| ns; Kings. R. Fabian(a) will tell 
us, that the firſt Charter the Citizens 
of London ever had was granted by 
J king VWiliam the Firſt, which (not- 
withſtanding the great Antipathy 
WM which heisſaid to have againſt jt) # 
written in the Saxon Tongue, ſeald 
with green Wax, and expreſt in eight ar 
nine Le 
A great many of their Laws have Laws. 
been publifht 5 and we are not with- 
out hopes but that a good deal more, 
which hitherto have lain ia private 
hands, will ſhortly appear abroad. 
e firſt attempt towards ſo good a 
ervice to the Kingdom was made by 
4. Nowel, who colle&ed all he could 
find, and left them to be tranſhted 
by his Friend W. Lambard. He ac- 
cordingly made them /b) publick - 
Mbut his Tranſlation is fo faHfe and af- 
 Wetted, that the beſt Judges of ſuch a 
gerformance have not been ſatisfy*d 
mth it. For which reaſon (c)) Mr. J#- 


— ern ti nn rr 


-"Þ_ (=) Vel. 1. p. 310. (b) Archainom. 4to. Lond; 
» Runs 4 & Fol, Cantab. 1644, (c/ InPrzt, ad Gloſf, 
on, 


21Hs 


( 112) 

ins recommends the old Tranſlati 
in John Bromptor's Hiſtory , as. mu 
more correct, and better to be rej 
on. Mr. Somner took the pains ton 
view the Book, and to corre | 
Errors; adding ſeveral Laws omitt 
by Lambard, and giving a (d) & 
ble Tranſlation, in I atiz and Exgj 
to the whole. Theſe are now, wr 
what elſe of that kind was left 
publiſh'd by that induſtrious perk 
in the Cuſtody of the Dean a 
Chapter of Canterbury. Mr. Jun 
took the like pains with the Bod 
and his Emendations are to be had 
Oxford. But ſtill there. are ſeve 
Saxon Lawsin Manuſcript 3 which 
have good hopes will e're Jong | 
publiſht. At leaſt, thoſe of em th 
relate to the Afﬀfairs of the Churc 
will be given us in a better  Editi 
of Sir Henry Spelman's Councils : ( 
which more hereafter. 

By the way, I amnot fatisfy'd wit 
. the Opinion of Camder, Lambar 
Spelman, (and, generally , all or 

neliſh Antiquaries and Hiltoriut 
who have treated of theſe matter 


AM 


(4) Kennet's Life of Somn. », 52. 


thi 
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that there were in this Kingdom, be- 
fore the Conqueſt, three Codes or 
Digeſts of Laws: which, from the 
ſeveral Countries wherein they firſt 


I YI prevaild," were rightly named the 
a Weſt-Saxon, Mercian and Daniſh Laws. 
Fs This conceit is deriv'd down, with- 
poll Out Contradiction or due Examina- 
- tion, from the moſt early Tranſlators 
Rn ſl of our Saxon Records; who took it 
rf for granted that Lage (in Weſtſexeza 


lage, Myrcenalagaand Denelaga) was 
7" word of the ſame Import and Signi- 
"re fication with the Norman Ley. Where- 
= LL in truth, Laga or Lage 1s properly 
a Country or Diſtrict : and ſo, 'tis 
very evident, it ought to have been 
tranſlated in the Laws of 'e) Ethel- 
bert, (f') Cute, and (g) Edward the 
Confeſſor 3 even 1n thoſe very parts 
of 'em which have occaſion'd all theſe 
miſtakes. 


— 


(-) Archaion, Edit. Whelec. p.83.0n Mypcenaland, 
xpxTep fengla laze, Quz male Lambardus, Mercie, 
gue legibis Anglorum gnbernatur, ReRtius--que poſte 
Ditto Anglorum, (f) Ib. p« 110, On Denalaga & on 
Engla laga, i. Intra Ditiones Danicas & Anglicas. (g) 
Ib. p. 149. Erat Lex Danorum, Nortclc, &, Quam 
ob oinn1 (enſu alienum ! Pro Lex itidem hic Loci Ditto 
five Provincia (ubſtituenda eſt. 

It 


CO 
We Ee ee ent” <a n 


1 
- 
al 
"1h 
164 


—— —_— 


== 


ee es a een 


is 
A _ 
——— 


— 


— —_— 
QT ER _ 
Z ” _-_ we a= 
"I A — L 


rn EIS = = . ho R 
— = WL? = 
———— — 2.x £ " > 
———_mgg = - 


Saxon 


( 114 ) 


It appears there were ſome Hiſt nl 


Ckronicle. ans who wrote of the Sa 0: Atﬀai 


before Venerable (4. Bede's time; 


and I am inclinable to think that 
part of their v1d Chronicle { whisc 
has had ſo i) wich honour ot lat 
done to it by Mr. Grbſor ) 1 of th 
Age. The firſt Publither of this No 
ble Monument was Ab. 'Vheloc; wh 
tranſlated it, and caus'd it tu be prir 
ed in the end of his (&) Sa on Bed 
He made uſe only of two Manuſcrig 
Copies 3 one in Cottor's Library, 
other in that of Bernet College! 
whereof the former ended with the 
year 1001, and the latter with 107g 
Cottor's, he ſays, had been compar! 
with a Third 3 which the Collate 
( whom he ſuppoſes to have bee 
Mr. Joſſeline) calls the Book of Peter 
burgh. Mr. Gibſon had the advantag 
of three Copies more : I. Land: 4 


fair one in Vellum, given by Arch 


biſhop Lad to the Univerſity of Ox 
ford; which corre(ts thoſe that Whe- 
loc had ſeen, and continues the Hiſto- 
ry down to the year 1154. This, he 
fanſtes, did anciently belong to the 


| CH) Vid. Bed. Eccl. Hiſt. lib. 3. cap. x. (4) Life 
Somn- p. 53- (4) Fol. Cantab. 1643- 
Mo- 
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" Mona of Peterburgh ; becauſe it 
= x omg y- inſiſts upon the Afﬀairs 
at 1 of that place. But, if it did ſo, tis 

"EE plain it cannot be the ſame where+ 
with Mr. Wheloc's Cottonian MS. had 

"JF been compar'd, tho its variations 

"S from it are not very conſiderable, 
vE being moſtly in words, and: not in 
Ny ſence. 2. Cant. Another Gift of the 
*&S fame Archbiſhop to the publick Li- 
INE brary at Oxford. Tis a Paper tran- 
ſcript of ſome Copy { now loſt  dif- 
fering from all the reſt; and ſome- 
fimes explaining their dark paſſages, 
00S nd ſupplying their defets. It ends 
with the year 977. 3. Cot. A better 
Copy than it had been Mr. VWheloc's 
*aVF Fortune to meet with in the (2») Cot- 
fon-Library : which was accurately 
@mpared with Whelecs Edition by 
F+. Junius, and ends A. D. 105F. Out 
& all theſe we have the Text made 
fp as entire and compleat as *rwas 
poſſible to give it us; with an ele- 
gant and proper (=) Tranſlation, 
* yoid of all affe&ted' Strains, and un- 
UF hcky Miſtakes, which uſed to abound 
(in Works of this kind. If ſome few 


Moll - > ..:- | 06 
(m) Tiber, B. 43 (n) 4to. Oxon 1672, | 
K paſ- 
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paſſages have a little puzzPd the Ins 
genious publiſher, let it be conſider, 
that ini theſe, Florence of Worceſta 
and Matthew of Weſtminſter ( wt ' 
ved nearer the times wherein th 
were penn'd) were much more lame. 
tably geavell'd. Perhaps,ſome fa 
Enlargements and Additions mig 
yet be made to this Work, out 
ſuch MSS..as came not early enougl 
to Mr. Gibſer's View and Knowledge 
Of this Nnmber I take to be, 1+ Th 
Szxon Chronicle from Julius Caſe 
down to the Reign of King Ex 
the Martyr, in (0) Sir John Cottad, 
Library : For (if it ends, as Mr. Why 
ton (p) ſays it does, A. D. g75.) 
muſt be different from what was pt 
us'd by A. Wheloc. 2. Another, -1 
the ſame (9) Library, from Jalk 
Ceſar*down to the Conqueſt 3 whi 
was tranſerib'd by Somner, and is1 
(under the Title of the Chronicle 
Abingdon) amongſt his MSS. at Cane 
bury. 3. A Third, in Latin and Sex 
at the ſame (#) placez which is 
quently referr'd to by (s) 'Mr. Wi 


— 


( Tiber. A. 6. (p) Angl. Sac. par. I. p.! 
79) Tiber. B, 1. (r) Domigan, A, 8, (s) Ang. 
ar. 1. p.332, 558, 791, 796. 
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In ror; and ſeems to have recorded ma- 

4.8 oy particulars of Note not mention'd 

by any of the reſt. This Book was 

wen to Sir Robert Cotton by Mr. Cam- 

{.wh fays (#)) Archbiſhop Uſterz who 

en alſo mentions a; (#) Copy of his own, 

A worth the enquiring after. 4.The Book 

of Peterburgh , which was never tho- 

roughly compar'd with any Copy, hi- 

therto publiſht, and 'w) differs from 

them all:' May we not alſo bringinto 

this Liſt, thoſe hinted at by 'x) Mr. 

Kexnet 4 and that which ( y ) Mr, Som- 

ner had from Mr. Lambard? I think 

we may... | 

The Hiſtory that is written by Bede Hitoi. 


* 


& ſo purely Eccleſiaſtical that it will ,,: 


not fall under our conſideration in 
this Chapter : But ſome of his Cotem- 
poraries are ſaid to have recorded the 
Civil Tranſactions - of their Times, 
Thus C7zmbert. { firſt Monk, and after- 
wards Biſhop, of Lincoln) is the (z) 
ary Author of the Annak of his 
n times and Daniel Biſbop of the * 
Weſt Saxons is (4) ſaid to have writ- 
- Ct) Vſſerij Hiſt, Ecclef. p. 20. 218.4) Ib. p. 182» 
(») Ang]. Sacr. p. 495. (+) Life of Somn. p. 30. 66* 
) Roman Ports, &c. p. 32. Vid. etiam D. Hickeſi, 


tal, Lib. Sept, p.177%» (2) F. Pits, p. 127. Bale, 
Cent, 1. cap.89, (a) Pits, p.144. Bale, Cent. 1, cap. 914, 


K 2 ten 


KR, eAl. 
fred. 


+ punctual an (4! Account of forty 
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.ten four or five Hiſtorical Treatiſe, Wn 
ſuppoſe there was no other ground 
for dubbing theſe men Hiſtoria 
ſave only Bede's grateful Acknowledl 
ments of his being indebted to bat 
_ of 'em for the Informations. and A 
fiſtances they gave him towards tl 
compiling his Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtoy MW 
and, if he quotes them in tweny/ * 
particulars, 'tis enough for either Bali 
or Pits to make them Authors of ay 
many Books. Ls Ve 

To VW. Caxton , 1 ſuppoſe , galifee 
Mr. Fox was oblig'd for the Accouniſic 
he gives us of King (b) /Elfred's 
piling a Story in the Saxon Speech, 
But Bale and Pits have bravely ( 

+ .enlargd upon the matter ; affuring 
that he did not only: write Golle#i 
Chronicorum, but alſo Aa ſuorum Min 1 

atuurm. The. Mirroir des Juſtit 

(written in the days of Edward tie | 
Firſt) would incline us to believe th L 
latter part of the ſtory giving ſo veriſÞu 


four of his Judges executed, in one;4! 


year, for corrupt Praftices. But ale 
that now remains of that great Moſea! 


(6) Martyrol. ad An. 872. (c) Pits, p. 170. Bu 
Ceut. 2, cap. 5+ (4) ltr. Mag. Vit. p. bs, 83 ; 
NA 
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« Mnarch's Works (which relates to Hi- 
ſtory ) is only his paraphraſtical Tran- 
lationof Bede, and a ſhort Genealo- 
of the Kings of the Weſt Saxons. 

WT he forme: of theſe will be treated 

Wn (ec) hereafter, and the other may 
he ſcen among the Apperdtees to the 

TWWford Edition of his Lite. 

wll The carlieſt Account we have of 4/#:«:. 

the Reign of this excellent Princ: is 

| wing to Aſerivs Merevenſes; who 
MWived in his Court, and 1s ſaid to hae 
wdcen promoted by him to the Biſhop- 
of Sherburn, This Treatiſe was 
 publiſht by A.B, Parker, in the 

d Saxon Character, at the end of 

; Edition of .( f) Tho. Walſnghan''s 
liſtory. - This he did to invite; his 
eliſþ Readers, and to draw them 
unawares, toan Acquaintance with 

"Sc Hand writing' of their Anceſtors , 

W hopes to beger in 'em (by degrees) 
tld Loce for the Antiquities of their 
nn Country. Aſſerins wrote his $0- 
Weraign's Life no further than the 
meet year of his Age, which, accord- 
ale to his computation, fell in the 
ear of our Lord 893. So that, tho 


—— 


(e) Chap. 7. (FI Fol. Lond. 1574. 
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the Book (as 'tis pabliſht) contings 
his Story to- his Death, yet. that pay 
is borrowed from Authors of a 
time 3 - particularly, the Copy. 
Verſes, by way of Epitaph, is H, 
of Hwuntingdon's. He ſhows, throx 
the: whole, a great deal of Modeſt 
eſpecially in the Account he give 
| his own being call'd to Court, at 
his Reception there. He mentions! 
thing of the Viſzjonary Dialogue 'twi 
King #lfred and St. Cuthbert 5 whi 
all the reſt of our Hiſtorians larg 
inſiſt on, together with the good 
feds it had upon the Djoceſs of [; 
disfern. He is exactly copy'd by N 
rence of Worceſter, and others; wh 
they come to treat of the great thi 
of this Reign. | As to what relate! 
the Truth or Falſtiood of that 
rable Paſſage in this Book, might 
aſſerting the Antiquity of the ll 
verſity of Oxford, 1 ſhall not medd 
at preſent; that matter having be 
ſufficiently canvaſ9d by (g) thi 
whoſe: proper hulineſs led them to 
The beſt thing this Conteſt could 
for us was the putting Sir Johx 9 


| (eg) Vid. Hiſt. & Antiq. Oxon. lib, —_— 9, 10 
Vit. Alfr, R. p. 141, 142, 143, &c. 
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man upon —_— a New (4) Life"of 
this: King 3 which he ſeems to. have 
undertaken chiefly upon-a Dekgn to 
vindicate the Univerfityof Cembridge 
fromthe Refleftions which he appre- 
hended were'calt upon it by the uſe 
that had been-made of that paſſage. * 
The moſt elaboratepiece ui his whole 
(®) Book is on this Subje&'s and his 
zealous Management: has afforded us 
ſome go0d Remarks of his own, and 
others of the learned Trantlator- and 


Publiſher of his Work. - Whether 


St: Neot ever wrote (as ſome: have 
reported) the Life of King /Efred, 
Sir John Spelman juſtly - (i) doubts; 


and IT am not able to refalve him, 


unleſs thenext Paragraph will unravel 
the matter, 

Another pie has been lately-pab >... 
liſke, under the Title ot &  Aſſerivs's 47 ri 
Annals, by Dr. Gale; who tells ns 
that the Manuſcript Copy, which he 
uſed, is now 1n the Library of Trinity 
College in Cambridge. fo Brompton 
(1) indeed cites ſeveral things, rela- 
ting to the Story of King Offe, out of 


(+) Fol. Oxon. 1678. (#) Ibid. - (+): Vit. Aifr 
P- 3-4- (4) Fol.Oxon, 16; (1) 1::ter X, Script- 


P- 753+ : 
K 4 Aſſerins's 


Erhel- 


" they knew not how truly to Father; 


versto the contrary. For King Of 
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Aſerins's Writings, which are not/j 
his Life of ZElIfred. Hence'ſome hay 
concluded - that ' he * might bly 
have beenimpos'd upon by thoſe thy 
had given the Name of that Authoy 
ro ſuch Anonymous Collections & 


and the Jealouſy may ſtill continue 
for any thing which this Book diſco. 


is hardly named in it 3 and therefor 
Brompton muſt have hit upon a (#) 
ſpurious piece, how genuine' ſoeve 
this may prove. The learned Pub. 
liſher does not (x) queſtion but 't 
the true Off-ſpring of Aſerixs 3 and 
its inſiſting chiefly on the Fortunes of 
King Elfred ſeems to countenance 
his Opinion. Leland callsit the Chro- 
nicle of St; Neot'sz bbkeuſe he found 
it in thar Monaſtery. Marianus Scotdt 
had alſo met with it ſomewhere, for 
he tranſcribes it by whole Sale. 
* The next Saxoez Hiſtorian' now ex- 
tant,” is Ethelwerd or Elward Patricins, 
deſcended C as himfelf (0) atteſts) of 
the Blood Royal 3 who liv'd till the 
year +090, but did not continue hs 
Vid.  Sacr, par.l.. p. 330. (n) Prat 
DT STA 
a6 S | Chro- 
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Chronicle ſo fqr. His work 'confiſts 
of: four Books 3. which are- publiſh'd 
by {p) Sir- #. Savil., The whole is a 
Tranſlation of a very falſe and imper- 
fe& Copy of the Sezxor Chronicle : 
and therefore William of Malmesbury 
has modeſtly (out of Deference to his 
Family ) (q) declin'd thegiving a Cha» 
rater of this Writer's performance, 
If he had done 1t truly, he ought to 
have told us that his Style is boiſte- 
rous 3 and that ſeveral parts of his 
Hiſtory -are not fo much as hardly 
ſence. It appears from what we have 
noted above; that both (r) Malmeſe 
bury and (s) Camden are miſtaken, 
whenthey affirm him to be our moſt 
ince MY ancient Hiſtorian after Bede. 7, } its 
re BY (2): will tell yg that we had twor 
und F-other EthelveM# of the ſame Royal 
ohlr WF Extraction, who, long before this 
for W Man's time, wrote each of 'cm a 

+ Þ Chronicle or Hiſtory of our Ereglib 
ex- & Affairs. The Elder of thefe he makes 
is, Son to King ZE1fred, and the other 
| of | his Grandſon. Nay, and St. Ethel- 
the £ 0/4 (Biſhop of FYVixcheſter) was like- 
bs mM Inter s Scrip. poſt Bed Fol. Frarc:f, 1601, 
r 2h. (4) Prolcg, ad Lib-1. de Geft. Reg. (+) 1d. ih, 
(Cs) BEritan, in val. Vit, (e) F, Pies, p. 173. 
r0«s ; wite 
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wiſe . moſt certainly Senior to thi 
Ethelwerd Patricius, dying in the 

_ year 984. Now, he (ſays the fame 
(%) Author) wrote two Books De R.8 
gibus, ec. totins Anglie, and De Tem 
pore Regum Britannorum : for Copig 
of both which he ſends to the pub 
lic Library at Cambridge. 
Live: of. _ Many things relating to the C 
;bees Government of theſe Times are- dif. 
Kings, persd in ſome Particular Lives 
their Saints and Kings 3 the latte 
whereof may be here mention! 
tho the former will fall under ans 
ther Head. The Life of Of (& 
uently referr'd to. by (w) Sir th 
Selman) has been publiſht by () 
Dr. Watts: That of King Ofwin wa 
 fomewhere met with. by ( y) Job 
Leland: King EthefWlph's is. faid t 
have been written by (z) YVVolſa, 
a famous Monk of PV;zcheſter, much 
commended by VVilliam of Malme|: 
bury : Edward the Confeſſor's, written 
by Abbot Ealred, has had (a) ſever 
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(«) 1d. p. 178, (Cw) Concil. Tom. I. p. 5% 
203, &c. Gloſl. p. 295, (x) In Edit. M. Pai 
(y) Vid. Monaſt. Angl. Tom. I. p. 334. (xz) 7-Pts 
p. 13r. (a) Apud Capgravinm, Surium, 8c, Optin 
auten iter 10,5cript. 

Editions: 
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Egitions-:' and Queen Emma's En 
comin is alſo.made (b) publick. 
*- After. the; Conqueſt, -7., Pike is (c) Since the 
| faid to have written De-Regibus Anglo- Conqueſt. 
Saxonum,” and De Danis in Anglia 
donrinantibus : but it ſeems to be a 
(4) miſtake, Upon the; ſame. Credit 
weareatjured 'that 'e);John Mereing, 
urider theReign of King Stephen, pub- 
lifht an Hiſtorical Account of the 
Mercian Kings, which got him his 
Surname : That (Ff) Colaran the wiſe 
(Jobn Harding's great Friend) wrote 
moſt copioully and clearly. of the 
Saxon Heptarchby, their uniting after- 
wards into a Monarchy, - the Daniſh 
Incarfions and Cruelties, &c. And 
that (£) Gyreldus Cambrenſis penn'd 
the Story of the Weſt Saxon Kings. 

R. Verſtegan's (5) Reſtitution of R. Ver &- 
decayed Intelligence in Antiquities docs gan. 
eſpecially relate to the Language, Re- 
ligion, Manners and Government of 
the ancient Emreliſh Saxons. This 
Writer being, of Low Dutch Extrath- 


- — — 
w_ _ 


(5) Edit. Parif. 1619. Cc) F. Pits, p. 155. (4) Vid. 
H. Wharton, 'Praf, ad Ang]. Sac. par. II. p. 28, 29. 
Ce) F. Pits,p. 213. Cf) 1d. p. 265. (4g) Id. p 281, 
(hb) Quarto Antwerp. 1605. c&, Lond. 16 53. 1674- 
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en, aRomaniſt, and ſomething of an 
Artiſt in Painting, had ſeveral advan. 
tages for the making of ſome ſpecial 
Diſcoveries on the Subje&t whereog 
he treats 3 which is handled fo play. 
fibly, and ſo well illuſtrated with 
' handſome: Cuts, that the Book hay 
taken and ſold very well. But a great 
many Miſtakes have eſcap'd him; 
Some whereof have been noted by 
Mr. Sheringham ; As, his fancy of the 
(3) Vite bog heandos Inhabitants 
of the Iſle of Wight ; Of the (k} Saxons 
being in Germany, before they came 
in Fg — ey ngs: Of 
(1)Tuiſco's coming fromBabet, his givi 
Name to (a) Toe aay, &c. The rel 
have been carefully correfted by 
Mr Somner, who has left large Mar-. 
ginal (z) Notes upon the whole. 
F.Selden, Mr. Seldex was a perſon of vaſt In- 
duſtry, and his Attainments in moſt 
parts of Learning were ſo extraordi- 
nary, that every thing that- came 
from him was always highly admir'd 
and applauded. Tho, I muſt confeſs, 


m—— 


bm 


Ct) Sheringh. de Angl. Gent. Orig- p. 35 36, &c, 
þ 1d. P 755149, 345 (D 1d. p. 85. 5 d. p. 317+ 
*) Kennet's Life'sf Somn, p. 63. 120, 

I 
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Icannot think he-was that great Man 
'in our Exglih Antiquities which ſome 
have taken him to be - His AzaleFe« 
01.09 not ſo clearly account for the 
eligion, Government and Revolu- 
tions of State, among our Saxox An- 
ceſtors, as they are G) reported to 
do. The. Laws he quotes in his Jaxus 
Anglorum axeas faulty, as if his whole 
Skill in them reach'd no ighee than 
IL amtbards Ttanſlation 3 and ſeem-to 
want Wil. Somner's Emendations, as 
much as thoſe he has publiſht of Wil. 
am the Conqueror in his (q) Spicele- © 


ginm in Eadmerun. 


The very beſt performance that I R. Sbe- 
know of, relating to_ the prime An-ringhow. 


tiquities of the Saxons, is Mr. Shering- 
bam's Treatiſe (r) De Anglorum Gentis 
Origine. Our Civil Wars ſent this 


| Author into the Low Conn:ries, where 


he had the Opportunity of coming 
acquainted with Dr. Marſhal and the 
Dutch Language 3 both inclining him 
to ſuch Studies as this Book ſhews him 
to have delighted in. He appears to 


A— 


— 


(s) Quarts Franco, 1615. (p) Dep Whear. Me. 
thod. Legend, Hiſt. p. m. 133. (9) Fol. 
(r) ORay. Cantabr. 1670. 


Lond. 1623. 


have 
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have been a perſon of great Modeſty; 
as. well as Indaſtry and” Learnij 
Hence ſome wilt conclude him to 
r060 credulous ; and that ſeveral of 
Authorities (parricularly (s ' Z4ziat 
Tattle about the Hebrew Tnſcriptiar 
found at Viera) have not been ful 


 ciently confider'd - But his Colle 


ons out of the Greek, Roman, a 

(chiefly) the Northern Writers, ue 
highly commendable 3. and, for the 
moſt part, very well put together. 
. Our Saxox Antiquary ought alfo 

beskill'd'in theWritings of thofeLeam 
ed Germans, who have made Colleh 
ons of their old Laws; or have wr 
ten ſuch Gloſlaries, or other Gran 
matical Diſcourſes, as may bring hin 
acquainted with the many ancient 
Diale&sof our Anceſtors and Kinſma 
in that part of the World. Of the 
former ſort, thoſe I would chieflyrs 
commend to his uſe, are the larg 
Volumes of Goldaſtys and Lindenbn. 


"Fins; 8. Meichſner's Kayſerlich und Ks 


niglich Land und Lehnrech; The Frij 
an Laws, amongſt F. Juninss Book 
in Bodley's Library; and (above all) 


(s) Cap. 4. o 
the 
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| the. (t) Sachſen-Spiegel or Speculune 
- roo Ky which * notable ual 
w: ofthe old Laws of the ancient Geraver- 
of ll Sexons.. For the acquiring a ſufficient 
ill knowledge of the Language, a Man 
ought not only to be converſant in 
the Francic pieces that - are collected 
by (#) Janis, and others publiſht 
by (w) Lambecins; but alſo (and 
moſt eſpecially to be fanuliarly int 
mate with the moſt elaborate and 
exquiſite. Work of (x) 7. G. Schotte- 
lins, who has allthat can be wiſht- for 

on that Subject. 


'Twasthe Opinion of- { +) Sir Hewry Dane. 
Spelman, that our Brits Hiſtorians 
have more largely treated of the an- 
cient Afﬀairs of Denmark than the 
Danes themſelves. But this ſeems to 
have been a little unadviſedly writ- 
tenz and before his Correſpondence 
with Wormins had better inform'd 
him. - I khow that ſome of the moſt 
eminent Antiquaries of that Kingdom 
bewail a mighty breach in the thred 


—_— 


(t) SeeEngl. Atlas, vol. II. p- 113, 114. (#) Vid. 
Hickes Catal. Lib.'Sept.p. 177. (w) Comment: in Bib- 
lioth.Vindobon. (x) Von der Teutſchen Hanpt-Sprach, 
&c, Lib. V. qto Brunſw. 2663. (3) In Epiſt. ad D. P. 
Roſzcran. Mon, Dan, p. 1 59- c 
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bf theit Hiſtory cof noleſs-than i! M | 
hundred years Clogether) and thatinl 
fel Oudtaries 85 their ecoedsou 
to be mieſt ſerviceable to us. Bor( vr 
Pontanus' has happlly remov'd | 
Panick Fears ſhewing that the $ 
is entire enough, and only the 


nological part (which isa Fault cog 
mon to allchs ancient Hiſtories of th 
_—_ World) alittle dark and troulf 


The Seeldri or Rune were mend 
the ſame faſhion among the D 
and the other Northern 
the Bards in Great ooayl, 

the Hiſtorians 
je! rs f their ſeveral Countrig 
always in attendance on their Ki 
both in Peace and War, and 
tocelebrate-ever remarkable Iceue- 
rence in everlaſting Rhimes, 
was their Office : And 'twas of 
. Conſideration in the State, and ſoa 
ceptable to the Monarchs themſelves, 
that thoſe Poets were always 
chief Courtiers and Counſellors; 
being pzrhaps the only Men gf Let 
ters. Out of their Compoſitions i ] þ 
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haeferch'd all theancient Daxiſh Hiſtory 
ator ſome Centuries; 'as both () Sexo 
eB himſelf, and all the reſt of their Hiſto, 
(*Frians, have acknowledg'd. The Art 
thats ſtill/in great Vogue and Credit with 

the Modern [ſanders , who are juſt- 
willy reputed the main preſervers of the 
Northern Antiquities, notwithſtand- 

f theffing that a late (b) Learned perſon has 
frm'd that their Country produces 
zothing but Apparitions, Ghoſts, Hob- 
toblins and Fairies. Mighty are the 
[WCommendations which they that pre. 

end to Skill in theſe Venerable Sonnets 

ve given us of them. They will not- 

ow any thing that was ever peygn'd 

by Homer or Virgil to come in Com» 


\ 


mafpecrition with - : aſſuring us, that 
lig 


ade (c) happieſt Flights we can meet 
obMwith in the Greek and- Rowan Poets 

ure dull Traſh, it compar'd with the 
tha Ys ahi Lines of a true Cimbriazx 
oa6-MScalder. 


vel. The Langnage wherein the fore- Alum w 
efmention'd Rhimes were compos'd was | 
: w(by the Northern Nations themſelyes) 
Lergall'd Aſamal, or the Afian Tongue ; 
(4) Vid. Pref. ad Sax. Grammat. Hiſt. Dan. (b) Sir 


Tho. Craig's Scotlands Soveraign. p. 121. (<c) Vid, S. 
BY bb.Sreph, Not, im Sax. Gram, p. 11, 12, az 
| L being 


etclit 
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being ſuppos'd to be brought out 
5067 Waden or Odin, the firlt grew 


General that led a Colony into theſe 

arts The beſt Remains of this (| 
I long fince (4) acquainted the Engl 
Reader) are now amongſt the Inha. 
bitants of I/azd : who have preſery'd 


Aſia by 


their ancient Longnagy in the greateſt 
Purity ; bath by being leaſt acquaint: 
ed with foreign Commerce, and by 
taking care to Regiſterin it the pub- 
lic TranſaQjons of their own and the 
Neighbouring Nations. The fame ol 
Tongue wasalſo call'd (e) RuneMs 
ali, from the Characters wherein 
*twas written, and which they term 
Riagr : Of the Original © | 
word , and its proper fignification, 
Wormius has given ns a large account 
The Characters themſelves So on. 
(he ſhews) call'd Ryrer ; tho after 
wards that word came to acquir 
ſome- new fignifications: As, 1. 
chantments ;, becauſe they were per 
form'd by the help of theſe ſtra 

Letters. :. Learned Men ; whoſe by 
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their great ones, and to make Tif- 
ſriptions on their Monuments. 
| Tis well worth our Obſervation, 7-4 16: 
_ among the feveral Runic Alpha- 
ts reckorrd up by (Ff) Arngrim 
Jonas, there's one which he calls /re 
Letur, or Irlandorum Litere. Now, 
it appears indeed that the Dares were 
lng in poflefiion of the Kingdom of 
heland, or (at leaſt) a good fhare of 
t: and yet we have not hitherto 
wet with any Remains of their anci- 
et Learning, which have been diſ- 
twver'd in that Ifland. But the thin 
ynot much to be wonder'd at. As 
keformations in religious matters are 
tealous and warm 3 fo we have rea» 
im to believe that to have beer 
wherein theſe Pagan Nations were firft 
converted to Chriſtianity. Care was 
taken to aboliſh the very Ruins of 
_ Worſhip; and their on 
es, bringing genecally their 
Gnome from the Came of Rome, 
thought the Papal Conqueſt never to 
be” effectually finifh'd till even the 
"fr iden Charatters and Way of Wri- 
— Jing had been wholly admitted into 
(0 — " 


theitÞ 1) 8 Epiſt, nd 0Lexm did. 
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practice by their Northern Convert, 
Which was the more eaſily brough 
about, by reaſon of the ill uſe whic 
had been ſome-time made of the 
RuanicLetters : For the ſuggeſtion \ 
obvious, that, as long as theſe wer. 
athand, it would be difficult to pre 
ſerve Men from trying ſome of their 
old Magical Conclufionsz and, by 
degrees, relapſing into Idolatry and 
Paganiſm. | 

* The Dares ( as all other ancient 
People of the World) regiſter'd the 
more conſiderable Tranſa&ions upt 
Rocks; or on parts of them, heya 
into various Shapes and Figures. 
theſe they engrav*d ſuch Inſcriptioz 
as were proper for their Heathen (j) 
Altars, Triumphal Arches, Sepulchnl 


ries, of their. Anceſtors, Their Wr- 
tings of leſs Concern {as Letters, A 
manacks, ec.) were engraven upot 
Wood : And becauſe Beech was molt 
plentiful in Dezzark, (tho Firr and 
Oak be ſo in Norway and Sweden) and 
moſt commonly employ'd in theſe 
Services, from the word Bog (which 
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Ce) Vid. Lit, Run, cap. 1, & 25, Moo, Dan. lib. 
in 


Þ+ 344» 345, & 438. 
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Jincheir Language is the Name of that 
MI fort of Wood) they and all other 


Northern Nations have the Name of 


"08 Book. The poorer ſort uſed Bark ; 


and the Horns of Rain-Deer and Elks 
wereoften finely poliſh'd, and ſhaped 


Jinto Books of ſeveral Leaves. Many 
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"of their Old Calendars are likewiſe 


upon Bones of Beaſts and Fiſhes : But 
the Inſcriptioens-;5on Tapeſtry, Bells, 
Parchment and' Pap:r, are of Jater 
uſe. 


Some other Monuments may be 


known to be of a Daniſh Extraction, ;,,y x7... 
tho they carry nothing of a Rynic In» gy errs. 


fription. Few of their {(þ) Temples 
were cover'd z and the Jargeſt ob. 
ſerv'd by Wormins (at Kialernes in 
Iſland) was 120 foot in length, and 
60 in breadth. Their Altars ſtood in 
a ſort of Chappel, or Chance], in the 
end of theſe Temples; being only 
e broad Stones, erected on three 
balky Supporters, on the top of a 
Hillock, ſurrounded with Rows of 
kſfer Stones. Theſe Altars are uſu- 
ally, three of 'em, found together; 
being conſecrated totheir ghree chief 
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(b) Mon, Dan. lib. 1. cap. 3, 5, 7- of 
I, 3 Deities. 
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Deities. They buried their Princeg 
and great men (as the old Greeks and 
Romans. alſo did) in Hills, rayd 
ſometimes to a conſiderable heighth, 
ſurrounded with one row af Stone 
about the bottom, and another near 
the top; and, on ſome pompous oe- 
cafions, having a third row (in 1 
ſquare) at ſome diftance from the 
lower of the ewo fortner Coronet 
They likewiſe anciently burn'd ther 
dead, andenclogd their Aſhes in Urnz 
which were repoſited in the foremer 
tion'd Barrows, together with the 
choiceſt Jewels, Treaſure, and vals 
able Accontrements, of the deceaid 
The places wherein they tought their 
Duels were ſometimes Squares, line 
| out with rows of Stones ; ſometime 

| round Pits, with convenient Poſt 
14 (ata due diſtance) for the By-ſtanden, 
1 Thus fought (7) Vbbo with the Sclew 
man. eir Courts of Judicature 
(which they call'd Tinge) were all 
certain plats of ground, either (&) 
oval or ſquare, environ'd with great 
Stones3 and having one larger than 
thereſt in the middle. Near akin to 


© (5) Sax. Gram, Hiſt, Dan. lib» 3- (£) Mon. Dat 


Itb. 1+» cap. 10. 
which 
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which wete the places affipn'd for 
the (1) Eteftion of their Kings 3 be- 
tg Circles of ſuch Stones Caſual 
twelve in fitimber) with the bulkieſt 
ift the midfr, 
The next Monutnetit of Ageis their £27 . 
Edtla Tfhartdoriim 5 the meaning of 
which Appellation they that publiſh 
the Book hardly pretend to under- 
ſtand. As far as I can give the Rea- 
der any fatisfaftion, he is to know 
that (#?) Ifand was firſt inhabited (in 
the year 874) by a Colony of Norwe- 
gians 3 who brought hither the Tra- 
ditions of rheir Forefarthers, in certain 
tnetrical - Compoſures, which (as is 
tual with Men tranſplanted into a 
Foreign Land) were here more zea- 
lonfly and carefully preferv d and 
kept in memory than by the Men of 
Norway themſelves. Abour 249 years 
after this (A. D. 1114.) their Hiſtory 
began to be written by one (#) Se- 
mnxd, farnam'd Frode or the wiſe ; 
who (in nine years travel through 

aly, Germany and England) had a- 
nal together a mighty Collection 


(1) Tb. cap. 12. (#) A ng. 7on#, in Chrymoe., 
lib. r. cap. 2. (n) Too. Bur hol a. Ancic. Dan. lib. :. 
Cap. 11, P. 192. 
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-of Hiſtorical Treatiſes. With theſe 
he return'd full fraught into Ifarg; 
where healſodrew up an account of 
the affairs of his own Country. Ma 

of his Works are now ſaid to beloſt; 
But there is ſtill an Edda, conſiſting 
of ſeveral Odes (whence I ſuſpett nts 
Name is derived) written by many 
ſeveral hands, and at as different 
times, ,which bears his Name. . The 
Book is a Colle&tion of Mythological 
Fables, relating to the ancient State 
and Behaviour of the Great Woden and 
his Followers, in terms poetical and 
adapted to the Service of thoſe that 
were employ'd in the compoſure of 
their old Rhymes and Sonnets. A 

ther Edda (publiſh'd by (2) Reſerins) 
was written , by. Szorro Sturleſonim, 
who was born (A. D. 1179:) abovea 
hundred years after Szzrwnd; and 
liv'd to be. an eminent Lawyer in. his 
own Country.His Work is thought to 
be only an Epitome of the former ; 
but I rather laok upon them,-as two 
ſeveral Colleftions of I/andic Tales 
and Ballads;. out of which may be 
pick'd a deal of good Hiſtory, and the 


(0) Quarto Fafn. 1665, 
beſt 
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heſt View of the Religious Rites of 
the Northera Nations. that 1s any 
where extant. 'Tis plain Saxo had 
ſeen many Sonnets that are not touch'd 
npon in either of theſe ; and thence 
the Report comes of an Elder Edda 
much larger (a thouſand times ſays 
Biſhop (p) Br. Szenonins ) than both 
of *em put together. Nor is it indeed 
improbable bur that a thouſand times 
more Songs of this -kind might have 
been had for ſeeking after ,- whatever 
Scantineſs they may now be reduc'd 
to. Magnus Olaus colleted many of 
'*m for Wormins's ; which he was alſo 
ſo kind as totranſlate and explain to 
him: And, near twenty years ago, I 
met with a much more perfe&t Edda 
than Reſeniuss in the famous Library 
of the Duke of Brunſwic-V Volfembut 
tel, Whether it was a Copy of Szzmnnd 
Frode's I am not now able ſo much asto 
conjecture 3 but I remember the Li- 
brary Keeper (Mr. Haniſius) was fo 
njuch a ſtranger to its Contents, that 
he had entituld it an old Moſcoviar 
MS. To the Edda is always annex'd 
the Scalda, which is the old Dariſb or 


pn NS 


(») In Epiſt. ad S. Zob Stephan. 


J andic 


( 140) 
Thandie Proſodia, teaching how t6 
xa Hrny ſeveral longs of Me. 
ter. 

Ifendic Onur Daniſh Antiquary ſhould kk 

Hiſtories, alſo acquainted with the beſt I/a4d& 
Hiſtorians; the moſt ancient wherevf 
is Aras Frode, Cotemporary with $4 
und. He firſt wrote a Regular Hi. 
ſtory of IſNaxd, from the firſt plantitl 
of the Country down to his own 
Time : wherein he gives an accobtit 
alſo of the Afﬀairs of Norway, Di. 
mark, and England, intermixt with 
thoſe of his own Nation. This fel 
happily into the hands of Tho. By. 
tholine; who with the (9) aſſiſtant 
of his Friend the Biſhop of Scalbal) 
took care to have it publiſhed, A. D 
1689. Since his time the 1/andic Bi. 
ſtorianshave not had any great occ 
fion to meddle with the TranſaQtion 
in Britain, excepting only (r) Ar 
grize Jonas, Who tonches upon ſotte 
paſſages which we have alſo in othen 
already mentioned. And indeed 
moſt of 'em are written with fo little 
judgment (confounding the true and 
fabulous Sonnets of their Scaldr;) that 


(9) Tho. Bartholin. Antiq. Dan. p. 197, 1598. () 
Chrymogza, 4to Hamb. 1510, 
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they are not to be read without ſome 
Giation arid Acquaintarice with thoſe 
Poetical Writers who ate own'd to be 
their chief Atithors: And the Emu- 
tion thit daily appears to be be- 
twixt' the Antiquaries of the two 
Neighbouring Kingdoms of Sweder 
aid Denmirk ( for the gaitiing the 
hofiohtir of Precedence to their ſeve- 


' ral Countries) ſeems to threaten us 
with farther Corruptions in the Edi- 


tiotis of their Manuſcripts. A misfor- 
tune this is, which is too frequently 
obſervable (tho very highly ſcanda- 
lons) in Hiſtorians and Learned wen 5 
who ought not to be byaſsd by any, 
even the moſt natural, Aﬀeions. 


Thereis likewiſe extant a couple of Norweg+ 
Norwegian Hiſtories of good Authen. 
tic Creditz which explain a great ma. '* 


ay particulars relating ro the Exploits 
of the Daniſh Kings in Great Britain, 
which our own Hiſtorians have either 
wholly omitted or very darkly re- 
corded. The former of theſe was 
written ſoon after the year 1130, by 
one (s) Theodoric a Monks who ac- 
knowledges his whole Fabrick to be 


| —— 


(s) 8vo. Amſlelod. 1534- 
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built upon Tradition, and thattheolq 
Northern Hiſtory is no where now to 
be had ſave only «b Ifendingorum an. 
tiquis Carminibus. The other way 
| i'd by Srorro Sturleſonins 3 who 

confeſſes he drew it out of the Bal. 
lads of the Scaldri, which he verily 
believes to contain nothing but what 
may be firmly rely'd on as moſt un- 

neſtionable Truth. And Arngriz 
Tr ſo fax concurs with him, asto 
(t) aſſure us that the Songſters of thoſe 
days were far from Flatterys and 
knew nothing of the more note po- 
etical Licence, of Fable and Rhodo. 
mantade, in recording the ſtory of 
their Princes and Patrons. This Book 
was tranſlated into the Vulgar Dariſ 
Language by Pet. Undallenfis ;, and fo 
(z) publiſh'd by YYVormins. 

Nor do I know of any more than 
two Daniſh Hiſtorians which are neceſ- 
farily requifiteto be in our Aatiquary's 
Library; and thoſe are Saxa Gram- 
»uticus and (his Cotemporary and 
Fellow-Servant) Sueno Aggonh#. Be- 
fore Srephanins's excellent (w) Edi- 
tion, Sexo's Hiſtory had been thrice 


—_— = 


Ct) In Supplement. ad Hiſt. Norvag. (#) 4t% 
Hafn. 1533. (») Fol, Sorz, 1645. 


publiſht 
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publiſht, but very faultily. He. is 
commonly reckon'd the moſt ancient 
(as well as moſt polite) Hiſtorian of 

enmark z dying, Provoſt of the Ca- 
thedral Church at Roſchild,A. D. 1204. 
Saxo himſelf ſays he (x) compild a 
good part of his out of the Iſandic 
Ballads; yet Arn. Jones (as quoted by 
(3) Stephanins) aflures us that he did 
not deal fairly in that matter, . nor 
make ſuch good uſe of thoſe Autho- 
rities as he ought to have done. F. Lyfe 
cander, (2) quarrels himupon the like 
bottom, and ſeems to intimate that he 
had a greater care 'of the Style than 
Matter of his Book. Szero dy'd before 
he could bring his Work (which is 
alſo (a) publiſh'd by Stepharins ) to 
perfection : But what we have is of 
as good and valuable a kind as the 
fore-mention'd : For, as Saxoframed 
hisHiſtory out ofthe old Rhimes,ſo he 
declares that his is moſtly taken from 
the Tales and Traditions of old peo- 
ple, Out of theſe two is borrow'd the 
moſt of what we meet with, relating 
to thoſe Times wherein the Afﬀairs of 
Denmark and Britain were chicfly in- 


x) In Epiſt, Ded. (7) Proleg. p. 37- (x) Antiq, 
bem rem's. (4) Sorz 1643- : 
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terwoven, in Huitfield, Pontanys, 
Meurf3, and all other later Hifſtori. 
ans of that Kingdory. 
The great Reſtorer of the decay 

Antiquities of Denmark was 0 

Wormins 4 who has alſo enabled usto 
make many newDiſcovericsin thoſe of 
our own Nation. His (b) Literature Ry. 
zice was the firſthappy Attempt made 
towardsthe right explaining of the old 
Cimbria® Monuments : which, till hi 
time, had laid negleQed and unknown 
to the Learned World ; not only in 
thoſe Northern Kingdoms, but in { 
veral. parts of Italy, Spain and othet 
Exropear Countries, where the Gothit 
Arms and Letters had gain'd a foot: 
ing. The whole Treatiſe is divided 
into 29 Chapters 3 largely treating of 
the Name, Number, Figure, Powers, 
&c, of the Runic Charatters, His 
(c) Monumente Danica affords a No- 
ble Collection of the ſcatter d Ryunit 
Monuments through all the feveral 
Provinces of the Daniſh and Norwegi- 
«: Kingdoms : An undertaking fruit- 
leſsly attenfpted before him , and'a 
Work that wasſo much deſpair'd on, 


' (2) qto. Hafu, 1536. & Fol. ibid. 1554. (s) Fol- 
Hato, 1644. 
| that 
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that ſome of the beſt pieces were put 
to the moſt vile uſes. Out of this 
Miſery he recover d them; and has 
now rais'd himſelf an everlaſting Mo- 
nument out of them all. The whole 
Book is of fingular uſe to any man that 
pretends to write uponany Branch of 
oor 31 Antiquitiesz- fome where- 


of are (4) particularly Nluſtrated b 

the worthy Author himſelf. To theſe 
we muſt add his (e) Lexicon Runicum 
and (f) Faſti Danici : Nor is the @ 
Muſeum Wormjanum fo fol fraught 
with Phyfical Rarities, hut that it 
will ſupply us with fome Curiofities 
in Northern Antiquitics worth our 
ſeeking. After him, Joh. Mejerys 
made ſome Gleanings in the ſame 
Field 3 which ſtill remain m MS. And 
feveral Swedes were, by his example, 
induced to pay the like reſpect tothe 


long negle&ted Monuments of their 


Anceſtors. Among whom Byureus 
and Verelins have already appeared 
in public z and Joh. Hadorphins's 
more complete Work ( de Sepultura 


RE 
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(4) Mon. Dan. p. 326, &c. 335, 342. (ec) Fol. 
Hatn. 1650. (Ff) Fol. Hafn, 1626 & 1651» (4) Fol. 
Lugd , Bat, 16 55- : 

Sueco- 


LT 

Sueco>Gothorum) has been long ſince 

F/ £ promis'd. | | YG ET 

\| T. Bar. Tho, Bartholinus ('Son to the fa- 

[” uolize, mous. Phyfician of that' Name _) hay 
lately given us an (þ) Addition to 
Wormins's Diſcoveries 3 enquiring in» 
to the Reaſons that induced the an- 
cient Daxes to contemn Death, and 
carry on the moſt dangerous Exploits 
with ſo munch Courage and. Bravery, 
In purſuance whereot he gives: us.4 
notable Account of their Belief of the 
Soul's Immortality ; their Deifying of 
Wooden, Thor, . Fro and other Heroes; 
their hopes of enjoying a ſenfual and 

alha 


IV. 


TurkiſhEternity in Ha orWoden's 

Elyftum, ec. 

Some-few more Writers there are 
(of a lower form) that have treated 
on the ſame ſiabje& 53 which may be 
uſeful to onr Engl Antiquary. Buy 

. for theſe. I muſt refer himto Alb, Bar- 
#holine's Treatiſe (3) de- Scriptis Dan: 
rum; being not very well diſposd 
(at preſent) for the writing of dry 
Catalogues. 
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46) Antiquitates Dan. 4to. Hafo, 1589, (i) $0, 
Hafn, 1666; ( 
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0 | een mmrrmurtn—_ ————— 
CHAP. Y, 
of our Engliſh Hiftoriaiis fince 

. the Conqueſt. 


©5S7 


< whe give ar! exat and full Re- 
eiſter of thefe would be a te- 
djous Work 3 and require a much 
better acquaintance with our public 
ahd private Libraries than'F can pre- 
tend to, Sir Williams \Temple has 
rightly obſerv'd, that tho, 'fmce this 
eat period, the face of affairs («) 

ba not | been drawn by any one skilfid 
hind, or by the Life 3 - yet "tis repre- 
ſented in ſo clear a Light. as leaves 
little' either obſcure or. \uncertain 

i the - Hiſtory of our Kingdom, on 
Sreceſſion of our Kings : And 'twill 
be enough for my preſent purpoſe 
to pick out the chief of thel: Lim- 
tiers, and to give-the Reader a View 
of- 'em in 'their proper Colours. 
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(a) Introdu8.r2 Hiſt, of Engl. p. 319, 329% 
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Full 


The Ele- 
venb Hiſtorians 1, 
Cenw?. Arrival was 
he chiefly treats of the" affairs of 
Crowland, tho he occaſionally inter. 


mixes'the' Story of, our -Kiogs) vi 
be mort [properly placed. \(b) 


( 198 )) 
This I ſhall endeavour to do a 


briefly as -+s-poſitble 5-- ranking them 


in the ſeveral Centuries wherem they 


ueror's 


where.: The Relation - he bore ' 


King Williaq i does: manifeſtly - 
himintþgill atxcount- he (gives of | 
rold ; peltitig that Princewith a Val 
ley:of- hard, Names, all in-a, breath 
eſtite fidei, ac W- 


Conteruptor 
Throno 
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ſe intrupt, &c. About the ſame time 


Marimy; Wrote iMarierys Scatus (a Monk df 
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wrote. VV þ 1 : 
1066, The firſt of our Beglif f 


afar the 


gulphus : Who 
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Mentz;..in Germany ) who brought I +; 
down our Exgliſh Hiſtory, interwove fig 
with a' more general. one of Enroje, 


as low as the year x083, This Work Y y6; 


: 


met with'ſuch an univerſal and great Ups} 
applauſe-in.-:our Monaſteries , that | & 
there was hardly (c) one in thef« 


OY 


(b) Chap. 10, 
24» 
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Kingdom 
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Fingiom that wanted a' Copy of it, 
f fome had ſeveral, The frequent 
tranſcribing it gave occafion to a deal 
of ertors and miſtakes 3 and the In- 
terpolations were fa many and con- 
ſed, that (when it came to be (c) 
epar4 for the Preſs) ſome of its 
me. and faireſt Branches were 
þpp'd off, for Morboſe Tumours and 
Excreſcencies. Nor will the Reader 
meet with a word of onr' Exglifh 
rr —_ _ x 70 Mari. 
$' Chronicle iftorins : 
whoſe butfineſs ris only bear 
OI —_— of the Germas' 
ory; and therefore he' defignedly 
dtitted all 'that concern'd this King- 
n, - 'The beft, and moſt (e) ,com-' 
e Manuſcript Copy is in the pab- 
Library at Oxford;” a ns | 
Ky Hor: The earlieſt CF) Hiſtory Cent-12, 
the ryelfth Centary was written ® _ 
by" Flprence (a Monk) of Worceſter, yu” 
Tknow not whether to' call an'* * 
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i Flpicotiizer or Tranfcriber of Mari, 
he le HE fees 10 give (g) hihſell 


mn—_— " (Sy —gp Fragm.” Brit, Defcr. f. 27. a 
Fol.. F.rancof. 1583, : (e) See ]. Gregory's Nores 
Pref Ce) FITS! he P» 171, ( f ) Fol, Francof..1601+ 
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the latter Charatter 3 tho it muſt be 
acknowledg'd that he has added 
very .many Collections, out of the 
Saxon Chronicle and other Writers, 
with much Care and Judgment. Hi 
Book ended, with his (5) Life, in 
the year 11193; but *twas continud 
50 years farther by another Monk of 
the ſame Monaſtery. - He ſo (; ſry 
pulonſly adheres to his Authorities, 
that he ſometimes retains even their 
very miſtakes;z. and yet I mult do 
him the - Juſtixe,, to ſay he 4s .nc 
gualty of all the. Contradictions that 
have been laid to his charge. An 
ingenious perſon has lately obſeryy 
that he-makes his Friend Mariam 
dic.in the year, 1052. and yet afhrms 
that the ſame Man was. made a Pre 
byter (ſeven yearsafter) 4. D. 1099. 
But, 1n- truth, the Gentleman him- 
{clf is more upon . the Blunder than 
lis Author. The Phraſe of Szculun 
reliquit,does not (as he itnagines),im- 
portithe ſame thing with wortuu eſs: 
But, ſignifies only (as it does,,in t 

ſame Year, and on the ſame Occaſion, 


FI nc _ 
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(Þ) F. Pits, p: 197. (i) Praf. ad Chron..Sax 
p. E, Et Prat, ad Vit, Alfr,B, p. 3; in 
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in' Matt. of V/etminſter, and others) 
the Man's leaving the Concerns of 
this world, - Secular Aﬀaoirs, 'to' turn 
Regular and Secluſe. 'Tis a ſcandalons 
reproach , and not worth the an. 
ſwering, which Sir Thomas Craig gives 
of him : That (4) He led his followers 
into Error, lite ſo many Cattle breaking 
over 4 Ditch. 

Eadmerus, a Monk of Canterbury, E.;7:»e. 
is our next Hiſtorian, whoſe Hiſtoria -«.. 
Novorum, ec. was (1) publiſhed by 
Mr. Selder, and comains the ſtory of 
the two VVilliams and Henry the 
Firſt, from the year 1c66 to 1122. 
Tis a Work of great Gravity, and 
tnqueſtionable Anthority. Ir affords 
no fooleries of Miracles, fo very 
fife in the Writings of - other Monks, 
unleſs perhaps the Story of the BE. 
Virgins (z-) Hair have aſmack of the 
Cloiſter. He had Temptations e- 
nough (being an intimate Acquain- 
tance of Archbiſhop Arnſclxr) to take 
the Pope's part, in the mighty Diſpuce 
of his Time about Inveſtiture ; and 
yet he approves himſelt a perton of 


—_— 
Dm — 


YL P'(BILILIOYT REST TT FR cc =P pDb=ozASRO HC TT InmnH©3G 5” oo 0 


a». 


(+) So:tland's Sover gut. Aert. p. 47. (LL) Fol, 
Lond. 1623, (m) p. 28. 
i: M3 that 


= Kt 


biilliam 
of Mal- 
webury. 


( 152 ) 
that ſteady Loyalty to his Conntry 
as to give a fair account of the ma. 

ement on both ſides, and the 
unanſwerable arguments made -m 
Defence of the Regal Power. Hy 
comparing of our Saviour's Commiſ. 
fion to St. Peter, and Pope Gregory; 
to Azguſtine the Monk (for the eſta 
bliſhing of the Primacy of Carterbuy) 
ts-notable; and either clears that of 
Canterbrry, or clouds that of Romy, 
The CharaQter which Seldex himſelf 
gives of him is, that his-Style equah 
that of Malmesbury, his Matter and 
Compoſure exceeds him. His C6 
temporary /Elfred (Monk and Tr. 
ſarer of the Church) of Beverly ſeem 
to be no more than an Epitomizer of 
Jeoffrey of Monmonth : So that all the 
four (z) general Treatiſes ſaid to be 
written by this Author may probs 
bly well bear the Name of Defiers 
tiones Galfreds. 

But W:/;iam (Monk and Library 
Keeper) of Malmesbrry was a perſon 
of another figurez and has had the 
higheſt Commendations imaginable 
given him by ſome of our beſt 


® F. Pits, Þ. 204» 
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in.Englh Hiſtory: One calls 

an (p).:clegant,' earned, and 
fait a: Another. ſays he's 
the Cp). only; Man of his Tune that 
has honeſtly difcharg*d. the. Truſt of 
fuch a Writer ; - And the /third. calls 
him the '(4).chicf of all our Riſtort | 
ans. Whit falls under our preſent 
conſideration is his Account (7) De 
Geſtis Regurn Anglorum, ih five Books; 
wih' an. Appendix in two more, 
which be files Hiftorie Novele. - In 
theſe we have a judicious Coulle&tion 
of whateyer he found: on Record, 
touching the Affairs of Exgland, from 
the firſt arrival of the Saxons 3 con- 
chading his Work with the Reign of 
Ling Stephen z to whom he: ſhews 
hanſelt as hearty an Enemy, as (hi 
Patron ) Robert Earl of Gloceſter 
could poſlibly be. We ſhall have 
occaſion to mention this Author in 
ſeveral of the following Chapters ; 
and therefore I ſhall now only 'add, 
that I think himſelf has given an 


him 
ithfal 
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(0) F. Leland, Aﬀert. Arth. fol. 4. b. & fol. 8. a 
Cp) D. Hen. Savil. In Epiſt. Ded. ad 5 Script. 
(q) Uſer. in Ep. Dd. ad Ecclel. Hiſt, (r) Fol. 


Francof, 1691. 
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honeft ' account of this 'part of hy 
Libours, when he tells us, '(r) Privg. 
tim ipſe' mihn, ſub Ope Chriſti, - gratuloy, 
quod continuans Anglorum' Hiſtoria 
ordinaverint if Bedam vel 

primus.' And'again : Ego enine veram 
Legem ſecutus Hiſtorie, nihil ' nnquam 


| poſui niſ# quod a fidelibus Relatoribi 


wel Scriptoribus addidici, Pits ſays he 
was epitomiz'd by (s) W. Hormay, 
ſometime Maſter of. Eatox-School: 
But whether all his Works, or ſome 
part of 'em only, were fo contracted 
he does not tell us. 
only tranſcribd what (t') Simeon 
Dunelmenſis had before drawn up to 
his hand. | | 

This Si#reoz, and (his Cotempo- 
rary) Ealred, Abbot of Rievaulx, 
are our next Hiſtorians of Note in 
this Century 5 and have | both de: 
ſerv'd to be remember'd in ſeveral 
parts of this Treatiſe, The formet 
was Monk and Precentor of Durham, 
A. D. 1164. and might juſtly be 
reckon'd one of the moſt (x) learned 


—— 


(7) In Pholegom ad Lib), $. de Geſt. Rep. Cs) 7. 


Pits, p. 723- (t) 1d. p. 228. («) Vid. 7. Selden. 
Przt, ad X Script. p. Lt. | 
bp 19-6 | Men 


olus vel: 


Poflibly, he ' 
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Men of his Age: | Bat his two Books 
Pe 'Geſtis Regum '(which alone are 
now- to be mention'd) are not his 
Maſter-picces: Being only a few in- 
_—_— Collettions, chiefly out of 
Florence - of Worceſter, whoſe very 
words he frequently copies. Abbot 
Ealred (not of (x) Revesby in Lin- 
coluſbire, but of Rievaulx in Yorkſbire) 
gives us a ſhort Genealogy of ' our 
Kingsz but enlarges chiefly on the 
Praiſes of David King of Scots , 
Founder of a great many Abbies 
for the Ciſtertiarrs. ' His other Books 
(of the Life of Edward the Confeſlor, 
6c.) are treated on. elſewhere. I 
doubt Sir George Mackenzy's (y) Bal- 
dredus Abbas Rynalis is this very Au- 
thor: Notwithſtanding the great 
pains he is at to diſtinguiſh them. 


About the fame time flouriſhed 7 f 
Henry Archdeacon of Huntingdon, *'*vting- 


whoſe eight Books (concluding with 
the Reign of King Stephex) were 
rubliſhed by (z) Sir Henry Savil. In 


h—_——— 


Tan 


(x) Ut male F. Selden, in Pref, ad X Script. 
Vid. Monaſt. Angl. Tom.:I. p.172. ( y) Def. of 
the Royal Line of Scptl. p. 22. & 27, (4) Fol. Fran- 
fol, 1601, 
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the- Preface he owns himſelf a Fg 
lower of Bede, in the main, for the 
time he wrote in; But ſays (wi 

that he added many things met with 
im -old Libraries, His firſt Ling 
willeafily convince the Reader tha 
he does really follow Bede for he 
Copies himto a word. But I am ng 
fatisfy'd that he has added any pre 
matters, as far as that Author gow, 
He has indeed a great many Lyes ou 
of Jeoffrey of Monmouth, which Bu 
never heard of 3 and which the Worl{ 
might have wanted well enough. Af 
ter Bedes time, he has many parties 
lars out of the Saxex Chronide; 
which bad been omitted by our Hiſt 
rians before him. He is pleasd 
take notice of one great Truth, thit 
he writes very («) confufedly. Al 
the Franſattions of the Heptarchy ht 
yeduces to the ſeveral Reigns of the 
Weſs-Sexon Kings: But has not adjuſtel 
them: ſo well as he ought to hart 
done. At the ſame time liv'd Job 
Serlo ( Abbot of Fountains) who, (3 
John (b) Pits tells us) wrote a Tres 


R——— ——_— 


(#) Lib. 2. (6) 7 Fits, p. 224 
tiſe 
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tile De | Belo inter Scotie Regem &5- 


Anglie Berones. We are not fo well 
afurd of this, as that he wrote a 


ho Foundation of: hisown 
Monaſtery 5, for which he ſhall be 
zemember'd\.in a proper place. The 


general Hiſtories written by Richard 
of the (c) Deviſes, and John of 
(4) Tilbury ' (a on-Divine) be- 
fore the :end: of this Age,, are of 
.the ſame anthorityz and that's all 
1 have to ſay cancervuing. either of 
£m. 
. William of Newburg was ſo call'd N,,@r;- 
from a Monaſtery in LJorkhire, of genjis. 
that Name, whereof he was a Mem- 

ber, tho his true Surname was L3ttle, 

. whence he ſometimes ſtiles himſelf 
Petit or Paryus. His Hiſtory ends at 

the year 1197. and therefore (tho he 

is laid to be alive (e) A:D. 1220.) 

4e ought to be reckon'd among the 
-Biſtorians of this Age. John Pits 

4f}) thinks he appears. too-much a 
Flatterer of the Grandees at Court 

to write a true Hiſtory. ::But, by the 


— WS. he a _— | EY 
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(c) 1d p. 25s. (a) 19. p. 253. (e) D. Whear, 
Method, Leg, Hiſt, p. 138. (f) Pits, p. 271, 
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account he gives of the beginning of 
it, a Man would be tempted to 

heve he never read it. He wasa 
moſt violent Perſecutor of Je 

of Monmouth, of whoſe Hiſtory he 
gives this ſharp Charader, that it 
contains only pro expiandis Briton 
maculis ridicula figmenta, &-c. But 
(s) D. Powel gives the reaſon of 
this bitterneſs of Spirit. It appearz, 
he ſays, from ſome of their Hiſto. 
ries of good Credit and Antiquity, 
that this Wiliaz (whom thoſe Wet 
Hiſtorians call Gwily» Bach. i. Gy 
lielmws Paruns) put in for the Bj. 
ſhoprick of Sr. Aſaph, upon the death 
of the ſaid Jeoffrey (Biſhop there) 
about the year 1165. and, beiny 
diſappointed , fell into a mad hw 
mour of decrying the whole Prin- 
cipality of Wales, its Hiſtory, Anti» 
quity, and all that belongs to it, 
He us large in his account of the 
Life, Manners, &c. of Hugh Biſhop 
of Durham. His Latin Style is pre- 
ferr'd to that of M. Paris, and e&- 
quall'd with thoſe of Exdmerns and 


{c/) In Epiſt. Ded, ad Pontic. Virun, 
Willi 
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=o of Malmeſbury by (h) Dr. 
as. 


ins with ,Gerveſe a Monk of Can- 
terburyz who (3)is reported to have 
been a moſt judicious Antiquary and 
MethodicalHiſtorian,and tohave made 
excellent Collections of the Britiſh 
and. Engliſh Story from the coming 
in of the Trojans down to the year 
I2z00. "Twere to be wiſhed theſe 
dormant. Tomes could be diſcover'd : 
For the - Reigns of - three Kings 
(which - are the only part of our 
General Hiſtory, of this Author's 
penning,-now (4) extant) are done 
with jqdgment enough... About the 
fame time Nicholas de Fly, Biſhop of 
Dxrbam, is (1) aid to have written 
an Hiſtorical Treatiſe; wherein be 
relates that memorable paſſage (men- 
tioned alſo by ſome other Hiſtorians) 
of one Simon Thurvay's forgetting 
all that he had learned, which was to 
a good pg of Eminence, and turns 
ing perfett Blockhead. 


pe EET 


Ch) Praf. ad M. Paris, Hiſt, (4) F. Pits, p. 258, 
(&) Fol. Lond. 1652, inter X Script. (7) 7. Pit}, 
p. b39. 

Cotempo- 


1201, The thirteenth Century g,,,.,.. 
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R. Hove-* Cotemporary to thefe two (and 


much greater Hiſtorian than both 
> *ern jol 4). was Roger Howeley 
who ſeems to have-been Chaplain 
fome time. to King. Henry the'Secon, 
His Hiftory was () Po tifhed, þ 
Sir H. Savil: Bur (as Sit H. (#) Spe 
ma obferyes) there are matly error 
m that foreign Edition.of this and al 
our other Hiſtorians ; and therefore 
he well cautions. the Exglifſh Reade 
attentively to conſider {- ſpelli 
of ſich words as are of onr oy 
owth, as very frequenely miſtaken 
y Printers that are Granger to out 
Country and Language. "Tis a heayy 
Cenſure ' which Lelexd has given 
this Author, (o) 2%; S$eriniz Simeg» 
nis, ſuppreſſo ejus nomine; frenue com- 
pilavit, & aliena” pro ſuit, Clorie avi- 
dulus ſuppoſuit. Mr. Selder., juſtifics 
him Cp) againſt this ſharp Sentence; 
and Sir Heury Savil g1Ves a quite dif- 
ferent Chara&er of the'Man and his 
Writings - (4) .Huntingdonienſis & 


(»r) Fol. Francof. 1601. (#); Gloſſary 'in voce 


Frithborga. (0) Comment. ad Cygy. Cant, voce Du- 
mim. (Cp) Pref. ad X Script. p. 2. (q) Epiſt, Ded. 
ad g Script. 


Hove: 
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| Ana borrowed i 
; a of Darham : But, if he 

Poms has improv'd bis Story, .ad- 

g the yearst0. many things confu- 
ſedly related in that Writer,, After 
the TS hoe. he falls indecd{ a little 
into eden himſelf; jumbling a 
great many things touch'd on, before; 
withour any manner, of Form or. QOr- 
der. But, after three or four Pages, 
he comes to himſelf againz and ;goes 
on regularly enough. There axe in 
his Book many Letters, Speeches, GC, 
relating toEcclefiaſtical atfaigs; high 
we good Materials; zowards a'Cene- 
ral Church hiſtory of thas ' Fidgdom, 
ſn the year 1291; King Edagrd.the 
Firſt is (aid to, haye caus'd- diligent 
ſearch to be made'in all the, Libra 
ries in England fot. Hoveder's Hilkovy, 
to adjuſt the Diſpute about the. Ho- 
mage due from the Crown of. Scot- 
land : which (fays-my. (7). Author) 
it clears efteually, Art the ſame 


" DP 
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(r) F. Pits, p. 272 


(- 162 ) 
tittie Joh. Oxfordins (Biſhop of Nj. 


wich) is (5) reported to have com- 
pil'd an Ezgl;ſþ Chronicle 3 and ye 
may look for ſome good Remarks 
from a perſon employ'd ' (as he was) 
on an Embaſſy to Rome, there 
to repreſent to his Holineſs an account 
of Archbiſhop Becket's Behaviour, 
He#or Boethins pretends to have ſen 
his Hiſtory ; and applauds him as'# 
Writer next to his mighty Jeoffrey of 
Monmonth, in Auttiority as well 4 
Time. i | 
R. d: D;i. The next Hiſtorian of Note and 
ceo, Figure is Ralph de Diceto, or Diſſes, 
Dean of London; who wrote abot 
the year 1210. He ſometimes refers 
to a (t) Chronological Account of 
our Britif Kings of his own Compo- 
ſitre, which muſt have reach'd much 
higher thart any thing hitherto pub» 
liſhed under his Name. And ſuch 
Work in ſeveral parts (containing a 
Britiſh Chronicle from Brute to C44: 
wallador, and an Exegliſh one from 
Hergiſt to King Harold) the indu- 
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G) Id. p. 255. (tg Angl, Sacr, Par, It. Þ. 677+ I Lond 
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firious Mr. Whartox (t) fays he 
had ſeen and, perus'd in the Nor lhe 
Library. The, two Treatifes which 
concern us at. preſent, and are alrea- 
0.0) printed, are his Abbreviationes 
nicorum and his Imagines Hiſtoria- 
ww: The former whereof contains 
an AbſtraCt of our Hiſtory (but chief- 
in Church-matters) down to the 
queſt;z.and the latter gives the 
Portraictures of ſome of our Kings 
more at length, ending with the firſt 
years of King John's Reign. Mr. Sel- 
dis much in the Praiſes of this (w) 
luthor, and. his Works : tho all that 
shere remember is ufually copy'd 
out of other Writers, who are often 
tranſcrib'd verbatim. Dr. Gale met 
* E' vith a better Copy of his Abbrevia- 
! Þ tions than had fallen into the hands of 
vir Roger Twiſden ;, and has taken oc- 
alion (in diſcourfing (x) upon that 
ſubje&) to ſhew how miſchievoully 
the old Monks of Canterbury usd to. 
corrupt their Manuſcripts. Diceto's 
Talent lay mainly towards Church: 
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(7) Przf. ad Par. I. Angl, Sac. p. 27. () Fol. 
Lond, 1552, inter 10. Script, (w) In Przt. ad 10, 
Sc:ip. (Cx) Praf, ad Hiſt. Brit, p. 14. | 
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hiſtory 3; and, . on that Topick, . we 


than ' once: ©, If Gyraldus Cambreaſss 
ever wrote afly ſuch thing as an (5) 
Exgliſþ Chronicle, 1t ought to' 
in the ſame rank of time with theſe 
of Diceto's ; But 1 Yer mich ſuſpett 
the Truth of that Report.  Hither 
alſo muſt be referr'd the famous (x) 
Exchequer-mati, King Hezry the $e- 
cond's Nephew, Gervaſe of Tilbury; 
who (beſides 'the Black Book, to he 
remembered when we come to the 
Twelfth Gus} is faid to have 
written a large hiſtorical Comments 
ry upon Jeoffrey of Monmonth, unde 
the Title of (a) 1uftrationes Galfredi, 
which he dedicated to the Emperor 
Otho the Fourth. | 
17:1 Walter Monk of Coventry deſervesa 
Coventri- More particular Remembrance, a 
enſis. perhaps very well meriting the ac- 
count given of him by John (b) It 
land, who ſays the two main Orna- 
ments oft an Hiſtorian (Sxcera fides & 
Incidus ordo) are to be had in him, 


_ — 


Ov) 7. Pits, p- 281, (3) H. Spelm.Gloſſar. in voce 
Scaccarium. F. Stow, Chrod. p. 154, (a) F. Pits 
P- 274. Bale, Cent. 3+ (b) Apud LA Pits, p. 299» 


Upon 


ſhall hereafter meet 'with' him more 
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Upon the ſtrength of this Authority, 
Bale tells us he was (ze) Iormortali Vir 
Hignus membria.” But his three Books 
of Chronicles and Annals (for which 
theſe men ſend 'ns to Berxet-College) 
are all one; being chiefly- ColleQtions 
ont of Jeofre/ of \Monmonth, R. Hove- 
den, and H: Huntingdon. Some few 
things of Note and Conſequence he 
has'which are not to be met-with in 
thoſe ' Authors. "He is aid: to have 
livd in Coventry, A. D. 1217. and 
therefore Alexander (f) Eſſebienſis's 
Epitome of our Exgliſh Annals, Peter 
Cg) Henham's: hiſtory, and R. (bh) 
Niger's (continued - by his Nameſake 
(#) Ralph Abbot of Coggeſhal) are of 
the ſame date. - 


Soon after theſe appeard Matthew ;,,, p,. 


Paris, a Monk of St, Albans; one Þ,;. 
the moſt renown'd Hiſtorians of th 
Kingdom. His #iftoria Major con- 
tains the Annals (at large) of Eight 
of our Kings; from the beginning of 
the Reign of William the Firſt, to the 
concluſion of that of Zerry the Third. 


— 


(e) Cent, 3. cap.74. (f) Vid. Hiſt. & Antiq. 
Oxon. Par. 1. Pp. 15. (g) 7. Pits, p. 297. (UP) I6. 
p. 29t, {j) Id, p, 301. +» | 
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'Twas firſt publiſht at London, A. D, 
1571, and the (4) ZurichEditionon- 
ly copy d' from that. Tt was again 
verbatim reprinted (the errors of the 
Preſs being only corrected) by (/) 
Dr. Wats, who beantify'd it with ad- 
ditions of various Readings; the Au- 


thor's large Additamenta, and his Lives 


of the Abbots of St. Albans; a good 
Gloſſary of his own.compolure, e>c. 
Among other Reaſons that prevailed 
with him to publiſh the very words 
of the former Edition, he thought he 
ſhonld hereby | effeftually ſtop the 
Mouths of- the Romaniſts (who pre- 
tended that the Hereticks had vilely 
corrupted that Hiſtorian). when they 
ſhould ſee their Caſe was not better'd 
comparing it with all the Manu- 


b 

Pr the year 1259, (wherein M. Pa- 
ris dyd) to King Henry the Third's 
Death, it was continu'd by Wil. Ri 
_ ſhanger, a Monk of the ſame Frater- 
nity ; asſome inform us. Others will 
needs affirm, that Paris himſelf had 
a very ſmall hand in the whole, has 
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(4) Fol. 1606, (1) Fol. Lond, 1540, 
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ving .only begun at the. year 123;. 
the reſt- being:-done to his hand by 
one Roger de Windleſhore, or Windſor, 
(the MS. Copy of his Hiſtory in Cot- 
for's Library calls him Rogerns Wer. 
dovre de Wandover prior de Bealvair ) 
one of his Predeceſlors in the fame 
Monaſtery. Before that tune (they 
-(#») tellus) there. are only ſome few 
Interpolations ,.of M, Paris's, who 
ery reaſons beſt known to him- 

” did not break off at the year 
1250. as it appears he defign'd, but 
- continued writing to his Death. The 
Author (whoever he was) did cer- 
rainls begin his Chranicle at the 
'«Creation, tho we now have loſt all 
that went before the Conqueſt 5 un- 
lefs, as the (#) Publiſher of him 
gueſſes, that which now . goes under 
the Name ef Matthew of Weſtminſter, 
be (inreality) the trae Work of Mar. 
Paris. This undoubtedly is as much 
the Offspring of Roger de Wendover, 
as that following part now publiſhed 
is the genuine Work of M. Paris, as 
will ſufficiently appear to any that 
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Cm) Vid. D. Warſ, Yietat. Co) "a Praf, ad Edi- 
gionem Tigurin, 
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ſhall take the pains to conſult the 
abovementioned Manuſcript Copy. 
The whole Book manifefts 'a great 
deal of Candour and ExaQtneſs in 'its 
Author, who furniſhes us witho'par. 
ticular a Telation of the brave Re- 
pulſes given by many 'of 'our Princes 
to the Uftrping Power of the Romin 
See, that *tis a wonder how ſuch an 
heretical hiſtory carhe to wy thus 
long. , Ouart fuit animo infenſrſſimo in 
9 y-i edem ol nk poreft 
intel/igere; fays Cardinal (9) Baronive. 
The Erokiſb whereof 1s only this 5 he 
was a Writer of a fingular Conrage, 
and one that durſt mamtain the Pre. 
rogatives of his Soveraign's Tmpe! 

Crown'againſt the Uſarpations of the 
Papal Crofier. And yet heis as Kind 
to the Pope, as he 1s'tither to'the 
King himſelf, or the Abbot of Sz. 4b 
bans; ' for he indiſcriminately laſhes 
( upon occaſion ) every body that 
comes 1n his way. The ſame Anthor 
wrote an Abſtrat of 'the foremen- 
tion'd Work, to which he gave the 
Title 'of Chronica, and ÞV. Lambard 
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42) Anal. Eccleſ. ad An. cc, 
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firſt chriſten'd it H; ſporia, Miner. It 
, as the fqrtner, with VF; Viaw 

Henk queror, and ends 4.D; 1250 
int ſeveral Paxticuil rs of 

oo omitted 'in the larger” hiftory. 
The faireſt Copy of this Book Cup. 
posd to. be written by. the, Author s 

fs, hand) is the. Ki wg Library 
St. James's.” OE + Jo! "Sheh Beg % Js 
GY fppoſcd 28 have” Iiv" bt the 
e time-wijth' IM. Paris 5; n4'is, by 
| i Stow, a Sed, to he the Anthor 

e 


"gf We'ttny 'pro- 

gs - obert of 2/0 Nor 

Fx yet r; '0 his Coremporaries, 
' Arc (4) Ohber, and ) 
"Came Nis bogk poli itive. thathe 
me 'ting3jn the Reign of King 
Kc rhe d. His rby 26's Chro- 
z and the Reader 
my have s ſt of it Gr much, it 
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wo 7. Pits; p- 3 ) Hiſt. Eeclef.,*Brit. p. 2 
$4 Remains, Pp. al '3. (3) Titles of Aion. p, 52: % 
(e).Hift, & Antiq, Oxon, Par, 1, p. 132, 1(K) Fol. 
"Oxon. 1684. 
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the Records of another Kingdom, 
Fet) may Jottly challenge a place a- 
our. Engliſþ Hiſtorjans, fince it 
chiefly inſiſts upon the; affairs. of this 
Nation. The: Abbot.or Prior of Dus- 
 drainand” (, in (Galloway ,. a Nurſery 
_ under Mailros) is thought to. haye 
been the firſt Compiler of the work; 
which was afterwards continued, by 
ſeveral hands, downtothe year 1270. 
There's yery little | TORE to. - the 
Northern, hiſtory, of d chr 
before the year 1142. < nee lit- 
tle Convent. of. Dxndrainand was 
founded) fave what is borrow Fa 
Florence of Worceſter, Matt 


Weſtminſter : , So that Gre be: 
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that time that the) racter pro 
the Pally er gives,of 'this Chr 
(exhibet rincipun, Peogrrnm, 12 

porum, Abbatum, in Borealibus 7 " 
ris ſucceſſi ones) is moſt agreeable, | 491M 
the year 7262,the Continuator (who- 
ever had the turn. to, be Regiſter at 
that time) is as dull and whimſical as. 
any Monk needs be:- Twas his bufi- 
neſs to draw the Pictnre of Szmor 
Monfort, the famous Earl of Leicefterz, | 
and he has ſo overdone the matter, Þ, 
that he thovght himſelf obligd, in Þt; 
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the Conc! | n,, to. inſtance. in. a great 
An) Tahor'o Note GL pub- 
' tries a li omantick, 
Lge «i ond the hg to be 


a Twi cio f the general Hiſtorians Meme 
of this s Age ofa much lower form, Hifori- 


leſs eſt, than, theſe. \ an 
ny NY ws Bk Elias - de Eve- 
| is Nameſake) Elias de 
on 0 are, (x). both ſaid 
ave Hour about the year 1270. 
ere is. a,Copy' of the latter's Chro- 


Wi among my Lord Clarendox's Ma- 


nuſcripts,.v A 44D. 12.68. Pe- 
4 ben @ of Kentiſh Man born, 


#5 Fey of Po Mage 3 m the Unis 
yerlity. of. Paris ). about, the year 
1274 colleted_ the Britiſh and Em- 

þ Hiſtories, from the coming in of 


E te 3/: and . continued thera to the 


jon . of... Edward the Firſt. . This 
hroniele1 is..(z) faid-to liave been 
time; in the poſſeſſion of Sir Sy- 
"ends D' Ezes; and perhaps is the 
[fame Book which (a) Mr.W arton ace 


Pm 


oO ——_Y 


(a) 7. Pits, ws 359; 351 (1) 1d. p-355: C4) 
Fi Gibſon Catal, Bibl, Tenniſon, p. 26. (#) Ang. Sacr. 
; Par. I. p. 216. 


quaints 


i 
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uaints ws yo of Lambeth 
wrienfis (Abbot of Sr. Elzmy 

hires rb: Hg 


alſo (#) 


treats at large of the 
Pope. wraps the F 


Lil th Wee Govirty our 
dle whereof that ; 


riſh'd. | 8 
' OI. . Tho. WWikes aaa 
cer Vicanus 3 by others '# 
" ought to begin the 
IFY, tho Bale and Pity” br Nn 
, within the foregoing 3 for his Hiſh 
(which ins at the Con neſt) ex 
at "the Death 'of Edwart the | hn % 
A. D. 1; 304: Flay A vero | 
Re of Ofzey near 3/a 
1% og ger and full 7p cial 
in ſome paſſages relating tothe Baron-J#- 
wars) as ſo compendious a Chroriitle "= 
_ Ry" £ 
(6) F:Pits, p. 351. (i) 1d-p. 448 (4) Y Mon; 
Saces Pars 1, p,11 5. þ 21, 


( 173 ) 

bs fs bis is would allow him.to do, We 

, Lae-indebted_ to Dr. Gele for the (e) 

p iſhing of this hiſtory, tqgether 

h others of good: value, t d 

A ng laid 1 in private hands. Job Ca- 
C 
6 ft 


(catid-alſo .(f) Fiber and Be- 

=) was a Monk of Weſtminſter, a- 
this'time, .and wrote .a Chroni- 
k, {till extantinſome of qur (g.) Ex- 
Libraries. Leland commendshim 
Wbeanes. good credit; ,and he 
dalfo cited, : with reſpe&t, ,by Jobr 
i&Siow in bis S roy. He be ns with 
t coming in of le -and ends.at 

7 town time.  YYV. Riſhenger (who 
L's, very old, about the,year 1312) 
Jl ! been mentioned already.z and 
Red. Baldoc, who dy'd the year fol- 

, and whoſe hiſtory. is quoted 

rf ſive. and 3 Archbiſhop (+) :Uſper) 
ems hardly to deſcrveit. Of the like 
rf. lin and. is the compendious Chronicle of 
*| 


bb 


p. axe can » Canon Regular of 
Leedes in- Kent, whom both Bale and 
It FN thave fix'd atthe year 1321, But 
of _=_ 
ele}: 


"= @ Hiſt, Argl. Vol.IT.. Fol, Oxon, 1687. (f ) 7. Le- 
| x, Ailert.. Arth. fol. 30. a. {g). Blbl. D Ewes, 
us Tom..l,. p. 197. (þ) Rift. Ecctef. Brit. 


* UÞ 21, 
| © 7. 
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(3) J. Weever, from a paſſage in 
Book, which gives an account of th} 
Vitories of the Black Prince, they 
that he muſt have liv'd pretty late 
the Reign of Edward the Third,” 
not under (his Grandſon) Richerd thi 
Second. J 
Of ſomething better value are thi 
Annals of Nicolas Trivet - (Son of wi” 
Thomas Trivet, Lord Chief Juſtice 
who was Priorof a Monaſtery of Duff 
minican Friars m LI odor where W* 
was bury'd A. D.1328. An excellaf® 
Copy of his hiſtory (which Joh» þ 

(4) ſubdivides intothree ſeveral TreifF* 
tiſes) is now in the Library at Mei 
College'in Oxford, whence ſeveral gf 
our moſt eminent (7) Antiquaries haſh 
had very remarkable Obſervation" 
'Tis in. French, and bears the Title @&** 
Les Geſtes des Apoſtoiles, (or, the (uſp. 
Popes) Empereurs eRois, Roger ( Mc 


ftirenſis (who was a Benedictine Moog? 


of St. Werburg'sin Cheſter) was Trivw 4 a 


Cotemporary, and wrote a large uy; 
but 


(7) Fan. Mon. p. 206. (k) 7. Pits, p. 422. Oh 81C2 

H. Spelman. Concil, Tom. I. p. 111, Hiſt, Oxon. ib. 4... 

P- 392. & Ab.Whebc. Bed, Hiſt, p. 115. (#m) 9, 
Mofl, in yoce Apoſtolici, ol 
X o p ; 
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of the affairs of this Nation. 


m ji pl Work he entitled Polycratice 
re Blenpornm, and began it with the co- 
1, Js in of the Romans. He continu'd 


at firſt no lower thanthe year 2314. 
+ Wit added (7) afterwards a Suppte. 


nt of fifteen years more. 


d 


6 Mzobably (0) conjetures) livd there. 
-r Author of that Chronicle which goes 
& nder the Name of Johr Bromptor, 
ane time Abbot of Jorevel (or Jor- 
" pMaerlx) in the County of Tork, which 
gins (with the coming in'of Azgu- 
we the Monk) A. D. 588. and ends 
Eaith the Death of Richard the. Firſt, 
© B98. 'Tisnot indeed likely that this 
" Wfiſtory was written by any Member 
"Fafthe Abby of Foreval, ſince it takes 
d notice of the Foundation of that 
*FMonaſtery, ec. But only procur'd 
TShy-Abbot Bromptor, and {by him) 
\Fheſtow'd on his Monaſtery, The Au- 
* Fthor (whoever he be) is very full in 
"This Colle&ions for the Sexoz times, 

but takes no notice of the Chronolo- 
y peal part in the whole ſtory of the 


> 


oO GT 


" $] 7 Pits, p« 438. (0) Praf. ad X. Script. inter 
quos 7, Brompton, 


Hep- 


ex About the ſame time (as Mr. Selder 7. Browg. 
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Heptarchy.  .In this he has not beef 
KP rare ab ending (for exanl 
le) Northumberland where Bede's tif 
ſtory leaves him. He gives the Sax 
Laws at large, and tranflates' thai 
retty hon If; In what'he borroyt® 


om. the old Chronicle, in that Lz 
e, he is not altogether ſo corre $® 

pa tr he hey never old us ſas 
a rare ſtory of one (p) dumeried, of" 
Daniſh Tyrant, who ſack'd. Readiny 
&c, His chief Author is Roger Hom 
= - Of. Walter Remmingford thif 

eader needs nofurther account thanlf® 
What has been already given of hm 
by his worthy (4) Publifher - No 
have I any more to ſay of R:ichardollf 
Chicheſter than what Joh: Pits hastoldl'% 
me (7), that he was a Monk of Wet 
:inſter, A.D. 1348. that he trave 
to ja of the Libraries of Eglant; 
and, out of his Collettions thence, 
compild a notable Hiſtory of thi 
Kingdom, from the coming in of the 
Sexors down to his own. time. 

Ras, Higden. (Monk of St. Ver 
burg's in Cheſter, where he dy'd very 


(p) Vid. 7ob. Spelm. Vit. Aifr. R. p. 13. (4) 1 
Gele, Hiſt. Brir. & Angl, yol. II, in Prefat p-8, $,10- 
(r) F. Pits, p. 428. 
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A, 
Fe torn ins was an indu- 


+ iighd 
y ee he knew: 
be pea lng, Che way to'give ac- 
zI&%nts of Men aid their. Labours at- 
adom, ' Te:is very evident that, on 
z Se Contrary, be falls foub on"FF3ll;- 
a of Malavesbury in pay 
ad yet that perſon ghe tb 
Shave deſerv'd a  Reſpet, and x! 'ufa- 
Bily better treated by all-our: other 
" Fſtorians. He is pleas'd+t6 ſtile his 
Work Polychronicon: And; if. you 
Fel the frſ Letters: of the ſeveral 
o a13 zapters that begin it, '' you read 
eſentem Chrowieantconpila if 'Ranl- 
Bjber Monachns Ceftrenfis, What he 


= & wrote relating to the times 'of the 


'f Britains and Saxons has been: lately 
(7) publiſh'd by Dr. Gale, 'who com- 
thends him for preſerving many Re- 
mains ont of ancient Chronicles, now 
wholly loſt or miflaid. (I have a Parch- 


— i 
———_——__— 


*Cs) Ita Job. Pits, p. $17, Verum Balens, Anno 
1363- (7) Hiſt, Brit, Vol, I. Fol, Oxon, 1691. 


menc 


(17 | 


we i Nb omncg ns 
what -the; Learned DNoAbr: made uſe; 


Man born, and ſome time - Vicar of 


xtou's Engliſh Edition, are the: 
ſo is alſo the Continuation down tg 


takes it upon himſelf, tho our famony 


iſa, : who (if. thegreat Man were, 
not.miſtaken). muſt have penn'd it 

near a hundred yearsafter his death. 

. Tin- . » John Vicar of -Tinmouth. (whence 
mmuthenſss. he. is always. call'd 1zmwthenſes, tho 
he was afterwards (z) Monk of St., 
Albans, A. D. 1366) was a .mighty 
Collefor of our Engliſh Hiſtories , 


- 


"() 7. Pits, p. $67." (x) Vid. Uſfrii Hiſt: Dogm: 


ad 10, Script, (x) 7, Pit;, p. $00, 
which 


of.). The reſt was firſt, tranſlated into,, . 
Engliby Jobn de Treviſs aG@oreih, Bl 


Publiſhers .and not: Trevi/a's. -- Andy | 


the year 1460... For Caxton exprelly: 


—_ » 


= [5 &FggF%Et — "- 


C2) « Seldem, fays 'twas the Work 0b 


Edit. ab Hem Wharton, P. 157, 439+ CO) In Profit, 


Berkeley int Gloceſterſhire) who 8h 
ſtrated; the whole with \ who py” 
of. his own, ſays my Author : But. Þ 
they (x) that know the: matter bet-.. I 
ter . have . obſervd aright -that the: 


ny ropaooens and, Additiqns in, | 


t 


( #79:) | 
Þ © aich he has-1cft digeſted. intothree 
' | {ry large} Volumes, whereof | there 
- now fair: Copics in} the Libraries 
O, Bfar Lembeth, &c. ' This Work 
gpleasd-to call Hiſtoria: Aurea, 
; for that: reaſon, 'the': Author 
rag is by (s) Leland named. 
aphus..” '\Qut of this large Maſs 
any notable Remarks have} been 
made by thelearned Men ofthis Age :. 
becauſe they. chiefly .relate to 
ty.;Feats and , Miracles of 
Bog # Saints, as well as his; other 
Works that; more profeſledly;itreat 
an that Subje&,-.we ſhall ; the. 
ther. canfideration of him to oO 
=. place.-- Bake, a £17 NT, 
o humour #t5.and os Matthew 
ſhall here place Matthew {aBene- of Weſt- 
mctine Monk) of - Weſt minſter,: who: miner. 
they tell us; flouriſh'd. in- the year 
2277- © *Tis:*more probable-that = 
hardly outlivd: the year :t307. 
Which he'(c)- ended his- Hiſtory, Lon 
&@wasafterwards (as we ſhall ſee.anon) 
\contmued: by: other hands. He was 


——— — —— —_ 


a) aſſert. Arth. & alibi. (5) Chap. 13: (c) vid. 
KH Wharton, Pref. al Ang]. S:c Cc. Par, I. Þ. 32, 33 


0 A 
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t 


x chovice:Taltetor of the. Flowers of bi P 


former Hiſtorians, -fron whence; and} 
_ the Title: of ohms | kein 
aſually ſtyVd F, HiechiefN 4 
nefaQor is: Matthew wp whom | 
accurately: tranſcribes, -that- he: c 
not be: perſwaded to leave him, 
whenbewgtmly treats of the 
lars of -his own Monaſtery: of OY" 
bans. 'Nay, he ſometimes refers: 
Paris's: very words) -to that Authods B 
Additamenta, \as to a Work ofhis own: th 


compoſure 3; / and hence- ſome have hy 


concladed that the whole, even that 
part which | precedes.-the- Conqueſt 
was bhorrow'd from .the ſame hand. 
But'T can hardly agree to that, finee 


rhe ſameheedlkeſs way of wan (uns Y | 


becowing the Accuracy-of M. P 


: 


. runs through both of 'em.- Hence fla | 
(d) Udde-Reges Cantiz nſque hodie. Ae« ui 
5kyngesvocantur;zwith a thouſand more i 

of the like, - 'Tis moſt likely (as has BY 
been already .obſerv'd) - that R.. de fic 


Wendover was a common Parentw Bi 


bork the Matthews; ' andthe mainof F © 
what--1s--publiſht under .. both their 
Names.came from that hand, There 


-— = FAY . F—_ _— — 


(d) Ad An, 483. 
Was 


e 


( I, ) | 

in Edicion of Weſt minſter's hiftory 

e that at''(e)-Fravcfors, but ab: 
wat ably corrpt and imperfe, efpes 
ally atrer the 'year 1245. the An- 
pr's punCtual Relation of the brisk 
avioar of our Kmgs and Nobility, 
a oGrion 'to the Encroachments 
'Roman'See, being wretchedly 
pled 'and * nope defer Uponithis 
—_ #y divides the- Hiſtory 
f) ſeveral Wotks, where- 
fet noe he calls' Hiſtoria ample, 
ich (ſays He) is that which was 

Wbliſh'd at (2) 'Z ordon; find; the 0» 

Hiftoriarum Flores, The Diſtin- 
7he had from Bale; tho thie &rp- 

7 ic jan be 'his own. This' Keport 
s to have had/ſome ſlender Foun- 
gion 3 'fince we are told that, > a- 
Tay Lord (#) C larerdon's'Ma- 
Ipts , there's another biſtorjcal 
rk which bearsthe Name of Flores 
brjarunr, which is very Afferent 
n the*Printed 'Copy, and 15 cons 
ur near forty years farther; - But 


ol x —_ 
* = - . 
+ 
” j - » 
4 
wat $a. P hay 


tw #7 mls na I 


he u 
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A 


cir 
re Þ fe) Fol. A. D. 1621. (Cf) F. Pirs. * Pp. 519, 

(f Fol. A D. 1570, (E) Catalrg. PR Tenni- 
— to. :. 


W.1 ' the 
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the Reader ought, to know thiat chew ff 
os nf MAINE Hiſtorians 


year _ ptr ning 


chiefly intended : t@ -continue * 
Work _ Matthew of Weſtminſter. The 
moſt.eminent (indeed) of his : 
tinuators was Adews Merimnth, {i 
Regularof S?. P«xl's, and an e 
Civihan,.,who, in the latter A 
his days, gave himſelf jr to. f 
ay * Hs muy 0; ag - 

ry, Hebeginsbis Work: (2) at 1 
c his: firſt part | reaches <P 
x343. (which, I ſuppoſe, makes 
Enlargement in_\my. Lord ay |: 
don's Copy) but .the ſecond canty 
nues the Story to (in all likeli 

the year |of his own Death) A, 
x380... 'Tis obſeryable that bis 


ſtory -.commences . at Michaelmas, #.Þ 
and; for, that reaſon, he. always,af ® 
"wa begins the New Year at that Y®# 


F. Stfs "i few. more, of an inferior Rank 
fort, Oe. — 


(5) $0 ſays Pits, p. 531. And yet Ex Chron. Ad. 
Fr h Bibl. Cotton, An. Dom? 3g0o. W, Petyt's 


Quotation runs in hys dncient Right of the Commons K+ 
P- 32. 
may 


(183) 
Fl probably be, reckoned a 5 


. Fran F 27 fo eb 


Maree ,r0 CERN written | - 
iþ Hiſtory abopt, the year 1380. 
\ Fuller ly .obſerves very, well. 
at. the exatt time when: wrote f 
xr. liv'd), is not known 5, « | 

g a Frenciſcan (and that, I lobe, 
nor very certainly known either) 
emuſt have flouriſhed after the year 
1326. when that Order firſt-/came 
© 7 regs. and, bei [op by 
bn Roſs, muſt come in ore 1480, 
& William de Packington, Secretary 
]' Treaſurer to the Black Prince-in 
Peſerigns wrote a Croniquein French 
om the Ninth: year of King Joby 
gown'to (his own time) 1380. out 
of which ſeveral Collections. bave 

f bee 1 made by & m ) Leland,:(n) Stow 
and others. enry ae Knygbton, 

at | ae of the Ghriaas of Leiceſter, whoſe 
3» ® Hiſtory may be ſaid to begin at 
k. Conqueſt, fince he has only a 


OO IT —c = 


16 — 
0) = Þ. $23- . (/) Worthies in Staffordſhire, 
p45 (m) MSS, Tom. 1. p.457. (n) Chron in 
R. Fob. Ed.1. &c. (0) De EventibrsAngliz Fol. Lond. 
1652. inter 10. Scrip, 

Y. O 3 ſhort 
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ſhort Abſtrat 6f the Saxon Aﬀairy 
im his firſt Book. It is continbed-* 
down'to the year 1395. + He fairly 
owns what he tranſctibes from Ra 
Higdez 3 * whom he imitates alfo in the 
Crotchet of making 'the fifteen feſt 
Chapters -of* his' Second Book pive 
his Name” in their Initial Letters ; 
thus: 


HENRICUS CNITTON © 


"Tis plain that neither Leland, Bale 
nor P3#s, had ever ſeen this Work; i 
An Encouragement to the induſtrious F 
Antiquaries of. this Age.to - continue. 
their Enquizies after ſuch Hiſtories/a 
" reſum'd to be irrecoverably, loſt; 

alf Lingins (a Franciſcan of Nom! 
wich abane the; year 1.390. ).is. allo, 
(p) faid to have compil'd a Hiſtory of 
this Kingdom, - from the coming, 1n of 
Brutus, down to his own Time. & 
* , T401.. The fifteenth Century: was, 
one of the moſt rude- and. ulliterate 
" Ages, and therefore we are..not to 
look for a large Harveſt of. Hiſtorians, 
in a Dearth and Scarcity of Perſons 
eminent 1n other .'parts .of LEG 


—_—_— A y Wa ED ———— R 


 — 


(p) 7. Fits, p. $55. 


Sir 


's (185 )) 
þ 


Froiſſart (ſometime. Canon 
| [= | Treaſurer of \iny in the 
rs of ). juſtly deſerves to 

y LES? as..havin g hrawod his 
at botit the beginning of 
contains a General Hi- 
b- the © Aﬀrits of France,” Spain, 
And ther parts of Europe, as. well as 
land; tho it chiefly inſiſtson thoſe 
5 this Nation. The , Author was a 
© Frenchwan born, but wasbrought up, 
: - 2s Youth, .in- the Court- of our 
t. o& Edward the Third 3 and, ma- 
ay ENG after, familiarly conv Jerſant 
{in King Richard the Seconds. He 
wrote in his. own Native Langnage 
2 zhich was alſo, in his Time, the ”) 
+Court-Language of England, The 
kr) Epoics that were taken of him in 
þ: (as well Manufcript as in (-) 
# iot) are generally. faulty and cor- 
© rupt in Names and Numbers; where- 
18s the Author himſelf, being perf-&1» 
$ poquelated, with the Exgliſb Court 
Cuſtoms, could not well miſtake. 
Moſt of theſe Errors are corre&ed in 
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- ww 3 FF<5 az ot 


» : 
bo 

S 
e- 
6 
5 


rey 


- ESR OS 


— — 


— 


” (4) See his Hiſt. Yol. IT. cap. 200. (1) Sel- 
den's Tit. of Hon. p, 635. C's) Fol. Pariſ, 3. Ve!, 3 55.5: 
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the; m_ ition, which was 
iſhed! ' Jobn' Bonrchier, _ . 
of Cale oK "Command -of+ To 
Henry the'Eighth, towards the Nei, us 
end of his Reign. 'His Acconne of {i 
matters ſeems to be plain and boneſts* 
and perhaps'none'givesa betterofthe* {ki 
Aﬀaits'.of Edward the Third, and' 
(bis unforteinate * Succeſſor): Richard B$ 
the Second;*: Sleidan epitomiz'd his 7; 
Hiſtory 1 in - @) Latin bat has not 4 
done it with thatimpartiality and fairs . 
neſs that might have been expeted'- 
from a Man of his great Name. Take" 
the Cenſure which our learned Hum | 
phry Lhuid long! ſince” gave of that. gd? 
piece and. its Author > (x) Due: Gal: : ” 
lico Nomini niminne faveret, A ; 
rum Nbbiliſſime Goſh ant Silentio pred 
teriit, aut, ab e diſſentiens, 'ali- 
ter, quam 4 Froifſardo? ſcriptum eſt, 
titeris commendavit. 

After hymn follow, down to the mids 
; dlecf the Century, a ſet of very or- 
" dinary Scriblers, ſuch as, - 1. Tho. Ot- 
ftrburn;"a Franciſcan Friar of ſome of 
our Engliſh Monaſteries about- the 
year - 1411, whoſe MS. Hiſtory is 


a Qarto Heydelherg, 158; (») Comment. Brit, 
DE\crip. fol. 27. 4 | 
FN (x) ſaid 


— 
} > 
: 


bl '& 


L- 


Txt is uſually quoted by the Name of 
Wkedburz Serior , to diſtinguiſh him 
From another little Chronicler of both 


SS... 

9 Bid to befin our publick Librar 
Oxford, 2. Tho. Radburn, Biſti6p 
of Se. Davids, (9) and Chancellor of 

EUniverſicy of Oxford, A. D. 1420. 


Ts Names, who was a Monk of 
8. Swithin's in Wincheſter, and' John 


Bfo's great Acquaintance, This lat- 


ter wrote two Books of our General 
EHiſtory 3 the one whereof he tiles 
( Breviarinm Chronicorum , which 
feoins at Brute, and;ends A. D, 12.24. 
if ter the Conqueſk, he copies moſt 
tom M: Paris, and is very. unbappy. 
in bis Chronological part. His ' a) 
iſtoris Major (as he calls his other 
York conſiſts of large* ColleQions 
ut of other common Hiſtorians, ſave 
only in, what relates to the Church of 
ncheſter. 3. Jobs Sherbirn, a Monk, 


tho wrote (b) Chronica I Qanreruſty 
rom the firſt comng in . of the Tr 


es, to the Reign © 


— 


Henry the Sixth, 


{« ) Monaſt. Angl. Tom. Il. p. 462. (») Godwin, 
& Praſul. in St. David. (7 ) MS. BibL Cotton, Nero, 
&. 17. (a) MS. in Bibt. Lambeth. & Coll. Ben, Can- 
tb. . (b) MS, inter Ccdd. D. Com. Clarendon. 

- 4 John 
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4: John Henfeld, a Monk of Bel =” 
Abby, who + an.(e) / 'F 


cad to Ai at the nn, z 
1434 
The Wal- Tho. Walk, 4s A Benedi fs 
Ggham, Monk of St, 9/0 (and. very pro- ; 
buy Regins RE of Hiſtory in 
tthe year 1440) 
g a better figure t 
ah he laſt ment _— $1: and accardi 
brevis and his Hype 
, have had the | 
Fi by p (f) 
7 poet His ſhort Hiſtory at 
the Concluſion of fry the Third 
where M. Paris ended his: 
77s might well ſcem to be Paris 
Gontinuator, were his Language an- 
ſwerable tohis matter. The account 
he gives is well enough, and we are 
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(c) 8vo. MS. in Bibl. D. Com. Carliol. (<7): Pits, 
p-607.  (e) Id. p. 625. (f) Fol. Lond: 1574 
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debred to him for many things not 
Frken notice of by any other Writet 
© of thoſe times. © Indeed, his Reignof 
| Silive "Edward the Second is 'w 
*/ Fhorrow'd from'Sir Thowas: de la More. 
7 $i Tpodigme: Newſtrie (as he calls 
" $H has a more'particular regard to 
* Withe ' Aﬀairs 'of. Normandy; | givi 
* $0 account (at large) of Nr Duke. 
- Bom, from the time it catne firſt into 
| the” hands' of Roo and his Daxer, 
#7 Co ”n to the Sixth year of Hexry the 
Fifth ; wherein the Reader will find 
ny Occurrences not elſewhere to 
pe met with. ' About the ſame time 
: Ewrote John Wethamſtede, the firlt (g) 
'Opx ſer of the ſtory of King Br»txs; 
and Nicolas C antelupws (the Cambridge 
Z F Hiſtoriographer) who isalſo reported 
- | to have —_— a (5) General Chro- 
| nicle of England. 
* The next Hiſtorian of Note was Job» 
| Jobo Herding, a Northern (3) Engliſh. Harding. 
mer, and an invetcrate Enemy to the 
Scottiſh Nation; againſt whom he 
'd Arms in ſeveral Expeditions. 
He colle&ed out of all our Hiſtories 
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(&) F- Stow's Pref. to his Chron, (>) Pits, p.63g. 
(9 1d. p. 653+ Bale, Cent. 8, cap. go-" 
- whatever 


to' Hen. V. | ; 
To the laſt '6f theſe he dedicated his. 
two'Books of Chronicles) in Exgliſh 


Rhime3 whereof the 'curions Reader. -- 


may: havea taſte in ſome of ' our: Moy |” 
dern (4) Writers. It appears he was 
living (tho very old) . in the year! 
1461. So'that Nic. Montacute (as 
bout that:time (1) Maſter of Eaters 
School;++ and a Colleftor of Exghfe 
Hiſtory)' may . be xr 'd his Co 
temporary as may alla; Roger Alba« 
»us, a (m) Carmelite.' of Loxdim; 
who drew up the Genealogies of ſome 
of our Kings. | 

William Caxten (of whoſe contis 
nuation of Treviſe ſomething has been 
noted' already) ſeems to challenge 


(b) Vid, Aifr. mag. vit. p. 63- (1) 7. Pits, p- 
656, 657, (m) Id. p. 644- 


the 


& o (9) Frulfus Temporupe . 
a portion of. this Wo ry ing tQ 
+ this Author, has been obſer 4-H 
” but he: now uſually, Goa the- N 
hot. the whole, which begins with he 


init jokabyring of : this Iſland, and 


Lends: (the laſt year of. Edward the 
fourth). 4. D. 1483. . The opportu- 
*nitics he had, of being acquainted 
+with the C urt-Tranſa ions of ; his 
own time, ay encourage his 138 
_er to hope for great matters 
? but bis fancy nes hve 
himinto an oath his 
/-aark 
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(Cn) F. Pits, p. 650, 671. (6) Fol.'Lomy. f5ts. 
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Hiſtory 3 | 
Parts, pr ON Induſtry, | He 
was born at Warwick, {(p)\aud bretl 
at Oxford. N Eogland d'' = = 
greateſt 5 an 7 
md kitge -Colleftions | out 'of 
rg Fong where he came, rel; * 
br fete the Hiſtory and- Antiquiries: 
Kingdom, he at laſt retir'dto 
ja s mp: (about a mile from: War"; \ 
he Yoo Banks _ 0eny where, | 
pent the Remainder Is 
and yd A. D-. 1491.. His Hiſtory's 
our ; igftill FUE extant 5 hook 
are many Collections iljoſtrating rhe- 
Antiquities of our [niverſities. Heres 
gpon he is frequently quoted by ons 
Gy Antiquary 5. who nevertheleſs 
not allow that his Judginent 6 
quall'd | bis Pains. * ;, 
" T5061. : The firſt Poſt jo the Six- 
 teenth Century is dye to Rob. Fa: 
" bias, . an; eminent Merchant, * ( and 
ſome time Sheriff LA IIReY he 


he OS nn 8” 
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\ Cp) Vid:Hiſt. & Antiq. Oxon Par. I: p; 77. 
(4) MS. Bibl. Cotrod, & Cell. Brn Cantabr. 
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| Laya 4 D. 1522+ Both' Bile and 

. F, ſubdivide his hiſtorical Writi 

' t many ſeveral Treatiſes ; 

bu it that which they call 
s Hiſ 


arum Concordantiz' is the 
all. This Chronicle 'is (+) 
ablifht , and "does indeed conſiſt 
f ſeven parts, whereof the fix firſt 
down his Story from  Brut#s 


- 
0 


3 | to Wiliew _ — and are 
5 || chiefly taken out © eoffry oft 
i {Monmonth ;” and the Seventh ' gives 


-an account of our ſevera] Kings'from 
the Conqueſt to Hexry the VII 'He 
3s very particular in the "Afﬀairs of 
"London, many good things” being 
\noted by him (which concern'' the 
"Government of that great - City) 
_ to be had elſewhere. He 
es the Names of- all the Bailiff, 
yors, and Sheriffs, with the chief 
C ranſattions in- their ſeveral Years ; 
t, in other matters, he is a great 
Follower of | R. Higden. He mixes 
 F all along the French Hiſtory with 
| the Eegds bi but in different Chap- 
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(1) Fol. Lond 1559. 


| Mo 7 > 
ters. He tranflates. his Authors yery 
literallyz whence Mo h's Phrafl 
of Ferro. & Flamme vaſtare is ren» 
der'd. (s),t0 waſt, with Ire and Fire, 
&-c.. In the beginning of his Seyenth 
part he obſerves Higder's method & 
making his, Years' commence at Mi. 
chaelmass, 'by which. the Reader. will 
underſtand how William, the Con- 
ueror. comes to begin his Reign.in. 
Fober 1067., Cardinal Woolſey 's, 
faid to have procurd all the Copies 
of this Hiſtory, that he could meet 
with,. ,to be burn'd 3 becauſe (ſays 
my-.(t) Author, who is. not infab. 
lible. either in his Reaſons. or. Rela-, 
tions) the Church's Patrimony was, 
thereby too plainly diſcover'd. , This 
Cardinal's . Menial . Seryant (. Joby 
Stziſh, ..Squiſes,, or if) is. (a) 
reported to haye:compil'd, a notable. 
Epitome. of. our . Chronicles abont 
the Year 1630., but I am not abk 
to dire the Reader where ro meet 
with jt. - Savvy > 


C5)V. 48, &c.: (t) Bale, Cent. 8. cap. 62, (4) 
Id, Cent. 9. cap. 19. & f. Pits, p. 709. 


Polyderc 
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u. Polydore: Virgil was the moſt accont; Popes 
plih'd Writer, for Elegancy and clears 72%: 
tels of Style, that this Age afforded, 
$ much the ( (a)ſevereſt Egemy he had 
acknowledg'd of him; and, 7a this 
alorie, hy forne have unreaſon- 
ly extoll's him. But there's fo little 
if the other more Neceflary Qualifica- 
tions of a Hiſtorian 7 ruth and 
Fair Dcaling) in all his (c) Twenty-ſix 
Books, that he has been juſtly condemn'd 
by our Criticks ; and 'tis no wondet 
that ſome of them have exprefs'd an Ins 
fignation ſairable to the Abuſes put ups 
#1 their Country.Sir Hexry Savil 1s/wars 
mer on this occaſion rban is uſual with 
tim.(d)Polydorw(lays I [talus, 
&7 in rebus noſtria Hoſj pes & (quod Caput 
of) negue in Republic ns Hs 
Sioqur wel Judicit, wel Ingenii,  pauc 
& multy delibans, *& falſa Plerumgue pro 
teris complexus, Hiftoriam nobis 
thm cetera mendoſam, titm exiliter 5) 
E jejund conſeripram. Sorne have fan- 
'd that the {vere CharaQter which 
ir Hewry is tere pleas'd ro give of this 
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jail 15s 1534 (&) Epiſt. Eviſt. Ded. ad 2 


ne P Author, 


( 1$6 
Hiory of th. EN Ang to the 
Hiſtor And that 
pon nay in that 

.. Sho darkly or ally repre by 
him, by reaſon of his being, unacquain- 
ted with the Eng/iſh: Tongue 5; which 
covld not- but very much obſtrut his 
Knowledge in Modern TranſaQiong, 
Ocher things, fay (e) they, have fallen 
from him- under a borrow'd Light and 
Colour , _ out of the ReſpeRt he had 
for Queen Mary, and his great Inclins 
tions ro ſerve the Intereſts of that Prin- 
cels, But docs not even this Apology 
carry a deal of InveQive in it 2 Sir Z/ 
Savil is far from being ſingular in the 
ſevereſt part of his Ceaſure. Some of 
our late ({) rien have agreed to it; 
and his mporary #umph pb. Lhad 
out-throws him a Bar or two, For, wiut 
think. you of theſe \c g) jy wy 1 
Nomins Britannici = tam non ſolum ob- 
fuſcare, ſed etiam Britannos ipſes me 
daci ffimus ſuis Calummiis infamare totis 
viribus conatur.— Homo Ignetus & Ex- 
terus.— Vir perfrite frontis — Iwoidil 
& odio tumens.— Ifamis [ Hlomunculus — 
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e) Vid, Mantif ad Deg. W/hnur Method. ec P« 14 
(f CY (6) Comment. Brit. 
Delcrip. Frag. fol. 6, 17, 19, 
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O01 ſwpudens. Nor ought any. thing of 
this to be attributed to an over-boyhinp 


wr ſaid to have (b) borrow'd-Books 
gut of the publick Library at. Oxford, 
without taking any Care: to:-reftorte 
them : Upon which the Univerſuy' (as 
they had good reaſon) declia'd lending 
ky more, till forc'd to « þy-a Man- 
date which he made a ſhift to-procure 
from the King. In other places he like» 
wiſe pillag'd the ( #) Librafics -at his 
pleaſure; and, at-laſt, ſear over a (4J 
whole Ship-load of Manuſcripts to Rome. 
And yet when this Publican himſelf left 
z4 (when there was no further oc- 
100 for his ColleQing the Papal Re- 
venues) King Edward the Sixth is faid 
to have diſmiſs'd him with ſeveral 
ome Preſents : Which-we are not 
look upon as a Reward, as a certain 
1) late Writer expreſles it ; but rather 
to-confider, that the young King being 
qbout to take his final leave of the Pope, 
ind all that belopg'd to him, reſolv'd 
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© Hiſt. Oxon. Lib. 2. p. 59. © S. Taylor's Gavelk. 
gy (&) Th. Gale, Praf. ad Hiſt. Aog!. Tom. L 
Ant. Harmer, p. 95+ . 
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of honeſt Humphrey's Welſh Bloadyi the 3»! 
r Matters he's accus'd: on be-true, +»; 


(188) 
mater courteouſly as was poſſi 


obuRe-- The other Hiſtorians: of his Time 
#4}, ®c. have beer much Eclips'd by the glaring 


Laftre of this Foreigner # infomuch that 
fome'of their Writings have hardly ever 
+ "frem-the Light. Job» Raftal, a Citizen 
and Printer in London (who marry'd Sir 
Fhomai Moor's Siſter,and died A:D.1 536, 
wroteialt (w) Engizſh Chronicle ; but [ 

"no! more where ito find it than 
anotirer 'of rhe fame Age; written by 
Richard Turpin 2 Leicefterſhire Gentle: 
man, and an Officer in' the Garriſon at 
Ealais ; "Which I find quoted by his 
(n) Countryman. The. Languet (who 
died 'at London in the twenty-fourth 
year of his Ape, A. D. 1545.) beganan 
Abbreviation of our ' Chronicles, but 
brought it no lower than the Birth of 
our Saviour. [ts third part,which chiefly 
relates to this Kingdom, was written by 
the Learned Tho. Cowper (afterwards Bt 
ſhop of Winchefter) and by him (o) pu- 
bliſhed. ' He calls it, as juſtly he may, 
#1 Epitome of our \Chronicles, and *tis & 
Meagre. one too, far_ſhort- of the Pers 
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(r:) Ath, Oxan. vol. L P: 38, & 7 Pits P- 726 
&) &urtor, Delcript, Leic, Þ. 153», (0) ato Lond, 
569. 
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ſprmances; of zhe-lare, Author on- other 
SabjeRs. , The: like fleadcr Abſtract of 
gur-Eng/cſb Hiſtory was, aboug, the tame_, . -; 
wme,. -penn'd, by, George Lily {$Son.af : 
Wiltamcihe FamousGrammarian)which, 
together with his thort Accoyant of the 
Wars betwixt the Houſes of, Zor# and 
Lancaſter , and his 

S, has had ſeveral (p | 
Somewhat bulkier is the Work of Ed: 
ward Hal, who was ſome time Recor: 
if 1 underſtand my (9) Author 
right) of Lowdoy,., where he died 4. D, 


, of aur 
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ry the. Eighth. If the Reader: des 
fires to know what ſort of 
were worn .in each Kiog's,Re 
how the Faſhions alter'd, this is an Hi- 
ſtorian for his purpoſe; but in, other 
Matters his: Information is not. very 
valuable. A great Borrower from this 
Hal was Rich. Graftqn, who (as (r) Bur 
chanay rightly obſerves) was a very 
leſs and unskilful Writer ; and yet 
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' he has*the Honbur done him tobe ſome. 

tinies quoted by Srow and others, 
R. Heolin-' Of: muthbetter Note are rhe Jjoynt 
ſread. Tabeurs bf W738. Harriſon and Ra. Hy 
linſFeid, Whoſe (-\) Chironicle has been 
well receiv'd; and Mill bears a good Port 
among 'dur' Books of thar kind. Theſe 
Authors '#&*r) yp to have been 
hotly Clerey- —_— 'tis-not certainly 
y ſpeht- the moſt 'of 
chi A6YS | $6 reurav carefal hve 
they" Becn'to befefirthe Publick, with 
Ot the” Tay of milling their own 
wth 1 & Poſterity: #olinſheal 


eget on owins the TOAD Aﬀiſtanee he 


:ſ6merime (it 

tte Reipn/ of © een Len Er) 7 

ald, 3nd ati efiinetit Antiqu 

-» RB Weptely trefited 'by pos 
Thority © thig, for forheTiſolencies which 
that Leartied Gentlemdn 'fuppos'd him 
. guilty of, in Relatiot-t0 the Kingdotn 
of Scortind* ' Whereas (in 'Truth) that 
Parc of che Book 'no' fer concerr'd 
r Mr- Holinſhead, "than #s the whole 
as ſheltered under His Name. Tn the 
ſecond Edition the ng Was. contis 


(1) Bal 00 ©67Þ 1587, Ne, ) Ath. Oxon, 
yol I. p. 18g. & 279. (#) PAY Re, (4 8vo Lond, 
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(191) 
nu'd(to the year 1586.) _ #ooker, 
alias Yowe/, of whom we ſhall have oc- 
eaſion to make ſome further mention 
hereafter. 


'* x601. Induſtrious Fobn Stow leads the Cent, 17 
Van in the preſent Century, which is 7, Srow. 


now brought near its Concluſion : And 


he well deſerves to be remember'd with 


Honour. He was a Member of the 
Merchant-Taylors Company in Londoy, 
and (as has been already obſerv'd) a 
ſpecial Benefactor to that City, in en- 
quiring afrer and preſerving its Anti- 
quities and Records, He travell'd (on 
{w) foot) through a good part of Ex- 
land, in ſearch after the Manuſcript 
iſtorians in the Libraries of our Ca- 
thedral Charches, and was very exa&t 
and Critical in his Colle&ioas. Having 
ſpent above Forty Years.in theſe Studies, 
he was put upon the CorreQion and 
Publiſhing of Wolf's Chronicle by 
Archbiſhop Whitgift ; and he had fairly 
tranſcrib'd his Work, and made it ready 
for the Preſs, when he died A. D. 1605. 
He always proteſted (and we may take 
his'boneſt word for 1t) that he neyer 
was {way'd by Favour or Fear in any of 
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(w) S$ce his Chronicle publiſhed by Howes, Pp» 81 I, 
P 4 his 
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is Writings; but that-he had impar. 
ns the beſt of his Knowledge, as 
liver'd.the/Fruth. This good Opinion 
the greateſt of our later Hiſtorians ſeeny 
to have of him, ſince even Sir [Francis 
Bacon and Mr. Camden (got to' mention 
others of a leſs Repute) have boldly ta- 
ken ſeveral things upon his ſingle Cre. 
dit, and-(fometimes) without being {0 
juſt as\toown their Benetactor. Upon 
his Death, the Reviſing and Continug- 
tion of his. Book was committed to Ed 
Howes, who \ays he beſtow'd thirty 
Years jn-bringing it into that good Qtr, 
der and-Method in which we (x) now 
ſec- it, :; He is, very Unfortunate, if (after 
fo great Pains) he be juſtly liable to che 
ſharp Sentence that ( y )\one has paſg'd 
upon him ; "That: he's a4 far ſhort of Mx. 
Stow in Goodneſs, as our Age is of the In- 
tegrity and. Charity of thoſe that went be- 
fore it, - [am abundantly. ſenſible of the 
Degeneraey of our-Age; and how Cor- 
rupt. our: Morals are, -beyond the Pre- 
cedents. of former Times : But how ap- 
plicable this grave Compariſon may be 
ro. Mr; Howes, I know -not : He:does 
' (z) Fol. Lond. 1631, (3) The. Fuller's Worthics, 
Þ- 220, 221,.in Londen, , | WE "80 
fo aur baticr wn Þ indeed 
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A S: 93) : 
indeed ome great things of. Kin 

| and King Charles ; and if thas bh 
a Faulc in him, *cis tranſgreſſing with a 
Mulcitude. Not long after Mr. Stow, 
died R. White (Fits he calls himſelf) 
Canon of Doway, who left nine (z) Books 
of our Eugliſh, .or rather Britiſh, Hiſto- 
ry, in 2 pretty clegant Latin Style: His 
buſineſs is to- aſſert the Rights of the 
Papacy in this Kingdom; and there» 


fore,having ſetled Religion by Auga/tive 
Oo Monk od ocher Beaarts eds 
his Story A. D. 800. 


Sam. Daniel, ſome time Groom of the 
Privy-Chamber to Queen Auze. He 
was a Perſon of great Wit, a notable 
Poet, and of an Afﬀable and Winning 
Converfation, His firſt and ſecond Parr 
of the Hiſtory of Evgland fell no lower 
- | than the end of d4 the Third's 
| Reign; but was penn'd in fo accurate 
{| and copious &'Style,that it took mighti- 
ly, and was read. with fo much Ap- 
plauſe, that it quickly had ſeveral (a) 
Impreſſions. It was afterwards ealarg'd, 
and (b) contiau'd to the end of King 
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Q 8vo Duac. 1602. (4) Fol. Lond.1618,162 —_ 
af Richard 


ol. Lond. 1638, Kc. 


. Qur next Hiſtorian of Eminence was $.Daviel 


| (194 ) 
Richard the Third's Reign, by Jobs 7; 
fel Alderman of Wincheſter, who has <. 
had the'Luck to have either his Lan- 
ape, Matter or Method, ſo well ap- 
5s. as thoſe of Mr.: Daniel. About 
che fare time Wil. Marty» (Recorder 
of Exeter) wrote his '(c) Hiſtory and 
Lives of the Kings of 'Bugland, from 
Pilim the Conqueror ro Henry the 
Eighth. This caine vceothmendedto 
the "World do: Yom Author's own Sons : 
But 1-canmot that ay other Fa- 
mily in the Nation-conM'ever diſcover 
fo thvehWorth and Beauty in the Bobk, 
85 they pretended to Revini. Upon 

| ſeedii68-Edition, it was enlarg'd (by 
R.B: Miſter of Arts) withthe Reignsof 
Edwayd' the Sixth, "Queen Mary and 
Queen Faber. TEL» | 

Fob Speed (who Yicd at Londen A.D. 
1619.) maſt'be-adke 'd to have 
had a Head the beſt diſpos'd towards 
Hiſtory -'of any of -our Writers; and 
would'certaſnly have ont-done himſelf, 
as far-as he —__ beyond the reſt of 
his iProfefſion, it the Advantages of his 
Edueation had been anfiverable.co- thoſe 
of his Natural-Genius, - But what could 
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be expeRted from a (e) Taylor? How-' 


ever, we may boldly fay that his Chro- 
nicle is the Fargeſt and beſt we have 
hitherto Extant : Ir begins with the firſt 
Ne Vnicn of ie Kod under King 
'Union of the Kin $ Ki 
Faves, to whom it is Dedicated. The 
fork (f) ay he ſpent.rtwice ſeven years 
m'compiling the Whole, he hitfelf owns 
Ne tnitde nivre Haſte than He ought to 
have dont; Urtd that He wal forced to 
fuſt a deal df His th tle Hands of 
his Friends atzd Journey-men. And the 
Frith of this Honeſt Acknowledgment 
and Confeſſion 'is obvious etrongh to a 
diſtertring Reader; who will find 
a*rmiptity Difference in the Style,as well 
as Matter,of ſeveral of the Reigns. Thoſe 
of King John and Henry the Second,were 
writeeti 'by Dr. Barcham (g), Dean of 
Bocking, a 'extridtis Antiquary, who has 
donietheth atiſvyerably to the good Opi- 
nion which Men'of Learning had of him. 
Several Renrarkabſes inthat of Henry the 
Fifth were Collected by (Þ) George (Ca- 
ftw) Earl of Totwes; as was his Catalogue 
of the Monafteries by (z) Wi/.Burton, &c. 
A 14s (OO Itp 1 Ro 
p-452+ (3) Si HSpeim.Concil, Toms Ip. 215 x4 
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Sir Rich. Sir Richard Baker (who died. in the 


Baker. 


Fleet, A. D. 1644.) | was, a, Perſon.of 
thole Accompliſhments. in Wit and Lan- 
guage, that his Chronicle has; been the 
beſt Read and Liked, of; any. hitherto 
publiſh'd ; which looks-.as. it almoſt 
every Body in the Kingdom, as well ag 
himſelf, believ'd it to. be Collefed with 
fo great Care and Diligence, that, if all 
other of our Chronicles were loft, this only 
would be ſufficient . to inform Poſterity 

all Paſſages Memorable or Warthy to 

known. His Method is New, and ſeems 
to pleaſe the Rabble :. But Learned Men 


will be of another Opinion ; for 'tis the 


fame with that of Suetonius, which is 


- juſtly complain'd of by (4) Mr. Dodwel. 


[o the (7) firſt and ſecond Editions we 
had nothing more than the Author's 
own Work, containing the Hiſtory of 
our Kings from the Rowax Government 
down to. the end of. King James the 
Firſt's Reign: But- afterwards it was 
(m) continu'd fo the. Reſtoration of 
Charles the Second, by Edward Philips; 
who (having the peruſal of ſome of the 
Duke of (#)A/bemarle's Papers) might 


(+) Przled. Camden. p36. (4 ) Fol. Lond. 1641. 
& 1653, (#1) Fol. Lond. 1660, 1671. (#) Ath.Oxpn. 
vol. I. p. 34. Wh 2 


have 
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have ſet that great Revolution in its true 

had not Ambition and Flattery 
carry'd him beyond Truth and his Copy. 
{Soon after theſe Additions were publiſh'd, 
the whole Book was examin'd by 7ho, 
Blovnt a Barriſter of the Inner-Temple, 
| Who (09) printed his Animadverſions 
upon it, and gave the World ſuch a Spe- 
cimen of its many and groſs Errors, as 
ought to have ſhaken its Credit. And 
yet (fo little Regard have we for Truth, 
if a Story be but handſomly told) the 
Chronicle has been Reprinted ſince that 
Time, and Sells as well as ever ; not- 
withſtanding that no notice is taken of 
the Animadverſions, but all the old 
Faults remain uncorreted. Mr. Blount 
himſelf ſpent ſome Years in writing an 
(p ) Engliſh Chronicle, which we may 
believe would (at leaſt) want thoſe Er- 
rors which he had defcry'd in the La- 
bours of other Men: But where'tis to be 
had I know not. 


There are ſome later Hiſtories, which Sir F. 


thing Curious in theſe Matters, that 
F need do little more than mention 
them. Such are, 1. Sir Winſton Churchil's 


M— —__. 
— D——_ 


3 © 8yo Oxon..16 72+ (?) Ath.Oxon, voLIE p.34- 
BEG A (q) Divi 


are ſo well known to all that are any C*rcb- 


ib, 8c. 
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g) Divi Britannici, which giyes the 
er a diverting View of the Arms 
and Exploits of our Kings, down to the 
Reſtoration in 1660. 2. Fr. Sandford 
r) Genezalagical Hiſtory of the Kings of 
irs and Monarchs of Great Britain, 
from the Norman Conqueſt to the year 
1677. with their ſeveral Effigies, Seals, 
Tombs, Arms,&c.3.Let me add Dr. Hoe/s 
(/) Medulla Hiſtoria Ang/icane,which, 
tho” only a very conciſe Epitome of our 
Hiſtory, is done with that great Judg- 
ment, that jt deierves a place amoag the 
beſt of our Writers on this SubjeR, 
There have been.ſome Additions made 
to this Treatiſe, ſince the Dottor's death 
ig 1683. which (whateyer Reliſh they 
may have with ſome Readers) are not 
to be laid to his Charge. Others, we 
hear,are now engaged an the bold Work 
of Compiling General Hiſtories of this 
Kingdom. The moſt conſiderable of theſe 
are Sir fobn Marſham, and James Tyrrel 
Eſq; and, if the former writes with the 
truc Spirit of his Farther, -agd the other 
with that of (Archbiſhop Uſer) his 
Grandfather,we have ggod caule to hope 
for great things from rhem both. 


(QFollonia67 5G FolLon1677(/) Broband.1679. 
* _ There 
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There are allo many Anonymous Hi- 4nony- 
ftorians, whoſe Books Ay To pig rg tt 


in ſeveral of our publick and private Li» fories 


braries,which ought to be referr'd to in 
this Chapter. 'Tis true, the Numbers of 
theſe might be leſſened, if they were 
view'd by proper Perſons, before their 
Titles were ſent abroad in our Cata- 
logues ; whereas we are now' told of 
Forty Nameleſs, Authors, . who (upon 
peruſal) prove only imperfett Copies of 
Pariu, Weſtminſter, Hoveden&tc. A few, 
we are ſure, are not of this kind, but ap- 
pear to be of good value in themſelves, 
tha' of an unkaown Authority. Such are 
three Manufcripts of good Eſteem in the 
Library at Lambeth, ſometimes quoted 
by (z) Mr Wharton; a Fourth, referred 
to by («) Archbiſhop Zſber ; a Fifth 
and Sixth by (w) Mr. Seldewn ; a Se- 
venth now 1n the Poſſeſſion of, my 
worthy Friend, Mr. ave of Leedes 
in Torkſhire, &c, To which we might 
add a large Serale of thoſe that bear 
only the Names of ſuch Monaſteries es 
they were gg in : But theſe may 
happen to be remember'd when we 

7) is notis ad wol. L 20g, 1aT, 
G Hi Egcel Brit 7s fe) HnpeÞ5, 
come 
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come more particularly to treat of the 


Regiſtersand Records of thoſe Religious 
Houtes. 


-CHAF-VI 


Of the Writers of P articular Lives 
of our Kings fince the Conqueſt. 


THE Hiſtorians that have been al: 
ready mention'd, in the fore- 

going Chapter , have uſually treated 
moſt Copiouſly of the Reigns of thoſe 
Princes that rul'd in their own Times ; 
and are to be moſt eſpecially conſulted 
in ſuch Tranſations as may be ſup- 
pos'd to have happen'd within the Com- 
paſs of their own View and Obſervation. 
Others have confin'd their Pens to the 
Hiſtory of this or the other particular 
Monarch ; and from them (if not ma- 
niteſtly under ſome Prejudices and 
Temptations either . to Invective or 
Panegyrick) we mnay expe the beſt 
and moſt comprehenſive Account, as 
far as their” Subje& carries them. Of 
theſe 1-ſhill give the Reader as full 
a Liſt as I'caa; following the __ 
on 
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fon down to the Union of the two 
Kingdoms. 


William the Firſts Conqueſt (or (a) William 
Acqueſt) of this Kingdom was a Revo- *5« Cov- 
lution that appear'd ſo Great and Glo. 7% 


rious, that *'tis a Wonder how we come 
to have ſo few Writers of his Story, 
whoſe Labours have continu'd to this 
day: For, 'tis plain, our Engliſh-mex 


have been as backward in paying this ' 


Complement to his Memory, as they 
were in acknowledging his Title. Among 
thoſe that have done it, William of Pos- 
fiers (Piftavienfts ) is the largeſt ; and, 
tho? a Foreigner, and under ſome ſeem- 
ivg Obligations to the King's Intereſts, 
has fo fairly acquitted himſelf, as to find 

ood Credit with the moſt of our Hi- 

orians. Archbiſhop Lanfraxc (6) is 
ſaid to have written his Life alſo; and 
he is obſerv'd to have been fo well af- 
ſeed towards the Engliſh Nation (tho' 
a Lombard himſcl:) and to have car- 
ry'd fo even berwixt their New Go- 
vernour and them, that 'tis very pro» 
bable he would likewiſe approve him- 
ſelf an unbyaſsd Author. There's a 


_—_— 


a) Vid. H.Spelm. Gloff. in yoce Congueſins, (b) Bate 
Elie 1.) Cent, 2, cap. 28. 
Q ſhort 
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ſhort Ahonymous Hiſtory of this Rtigh 
publiſh'd by Silas Taylor, in thie end of 
his (c) Treatiſe of Gavel-kind. He gueſſes 
the Azithor was a Monk of Battle- AbBey. 
Bit Ie no cogent Reaſon, in'the TriQ 
it elf, to'preſs ſuch a Perſiwaſion.. Tis 
= the Writer liv'd in the days gf 

exry the Firſt, and fo might be ſuffi. 
ciently ihform'd of the Truth of all he 
relates. There was fome time in the 
Library of Sir XFenelm Digby, a Many- 
ſcript Hiſtory of the Life and Death of 
the Conqueror, ſaid to have been writ. 
ten by Sir Walter Raleigh; but my 
(d) Informer reckons it amongſt ſome 
other Pieces, which he thinks unduly fa- 
ther'd upon that great Man. But, above 
all, Sir William Temple has lately given 
us the moſt excellent and Judicious A& 
count of this (e) King's Reign and Po- 
licy ; the old Laws he preſerv'd, and 
the now ones he enacted; his good Con- 
dud and Succeſs in his many Wars;-both 
in England and France ; ſeveral Inſtances 
of his Clemency and Wiſdom,&c. Upon 
all which he makes ſach RefleQions as 
become a Stateſman ; and a Perſon fo 


CY 


() -4to Lond. 1553. (d) Ath.Oxon. Vol. I. p.373 
(e) Introd, to Engl. Hiſt. 8vo Lond. 1695. 
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converſant in.the Manapgemertt 

lick Afﬀairs/av that Atee'k hos 
have been, - | 


. Williahs:the Second was Fs Uifor- William U. 


thitate {both ith: his Life and-Deith) than 
his Father ; and” has alfo' bed fo Un- 
hippy, as 'to hive none th'afitrfipr the 
erving his Memory; 'in Ipecial 
Kory, thc T have yer a of. 


Henry the Firſt'(tho' he reign'd mach Hem7 | 


niger than 'his Brother; 'acid Founded 
feveral REligiots Houles ta this Realm) 
met with che*fike Treatment ;* Unlefs 
we reckoti Walter de Mapez's Book De 
Nagis Curialium, ro be ſomething of that 
Kirid ; ſeeing a great many witty things, 
teliring tothe Hiſtory ot this King, are 
quoted out of it by (f) Mr:Camden. 
That Atthor”' Was Arch-deicon'-6f Ox- 
ford, 4nd z Merry Good Fellow, in the 
Kel n of Fenty the Second. 

ng Srephen's Memoirs were colle- Stephen. 
Od by > Ricki Prior of Hexham; whoſe 
Book is like to be preſerv'd 'as lohg as 
the thoſt durabſe'sf our Evgiſh Records, 
tMaving had the Honour to make a part 
bf the noble Edition of our (2) Decem 


. ” ) Kemains, p.m; 260, 262, 264. (4) Fol.Lond. 
52. 


Q 2 Scriptores. 
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Scriptores., Mr. Selden (h) quotes ano» 
ther Ananymous Writer. of his Life, who 
feems to be a voluminous Author. 

Henry the Second's long Conteſts , 


with the -haughty Archbiſhop Becker, 


gave occaſion to vaſt Numbers of Wri- 
rers to. e on both ſides : So that 
we have. ſeveral Pictures drawn of this 
King, who is repreſented ſometimes as 
a God, and elſewhere as a Devil, ac- 
cording 8s. the Author favour'd the 
Court of England or Rome. Gilbert Fe- 
koth (i), Bilhop of London (who died 
before the end of this Reign,A.D.1 187,) 
was the carlicſt Stickler for the Ring 
againſt the Archbiſhop,and wrote ſmart- 
Iy in Defence of the Prerogative Royal, 
and againſt the Papal and Prelatical 
Ulurpations of thoſe Times. Will. Ste- 
phens (or Fitz-Stephens, the London Ar 
Ganays, 6 (&) ſaid to be another Wri- 
ter of this King's Life ; but I ſuſpe@ the 
Truth of the Story. Stow and others 
quote him ſometimes as writing i the 
Reign of Henry the Second; and that's 
enough for Pits to conclude rhat he 
wrote his Life.Prior Richard of Hexham 


—_— om 


(b) Tit. of Hon. p. 537, $57, &c, (i) ZPitp.250 
252+ (+) Id. p.257. 
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is (7) brought in for another ; as is alſo 
Oxfordius (m) Biſhop of Norwich, 

his laſt was ſometime Dean of Salu- 
bury ; and was certainly ſent by King 
Henry to Rome, to gi e the Pope a true 
Account of Becker's Behaviour. But 
whether he did really draw up a Jour- 
nal of his Embaſſy, with an Apology 
for his Maſter, I cannot” afſuredly 1n- 
form the Reader; tho' Hefor Boethius 
pretends to have ſeen it, and recom- 
mends it as a Treatiſe highly worth the 
Peruſal. Three of Gyraldus Cambrenfis's 
many Hiſtorical Books are likewiſe (#) 
reported to be written on this Subjed : 
And Mr. Wharton (os) mentions a Mg- 
nuſcript Hiſtory of the ſame Reign by 
Benedifius. Some (p) lay rhat the Lite 
of this King, as we now. have it in 


Speed's Chronicle, was. compoſed by: 


Dr. Barcham, Archbiſhop . Baxcreft's 
Chaplain; -and penn'd chuefly in Con- 
futation of one Bo/tox (a Papiſt) who 
had newly enlarg'd too far in the Juſti 
fication of Becker's Inſolent Carriage to 
his Prince. : Theſe are moſtly the King's 
Friends ; and ſuch as engaged on the: 

1) 1d. Id. p. 265. (n) Id. p. 281, 
(6) Angler L169. (3) HARA Amt. Oxom 


par. II. p. 241. Q3 behalf 


was tobe faidg:vn [the other hand, far 
good/Saint Thimas,mult be learn'd from 
thoſe: thatrhave recarded. the Attions, 
Sufferingsnd: Miracles, of that wortby. 
Roman Saint/arid Martfr:ti An Account 


( 206 J 


behalf ofoyr:Enghfs Mogarchy. What. 


whereaf hall be given :in.'their- proper 
(q) _ $24 


tolfd by 


and the: 


Kichard 1. + Richar the: Furſt's 
pedition\intathe Holy: Landgain'd him, 
ſo much Repute; that he's as highly ex» 
'the:Monkiſt Writers : of | that 
following Apes, as his Father is 
reproach'd:fori:-his Perſecution. of their 
Sc. Thameas, i. i The: chief /Remarkables in 
his Life (bat: part of it eſpecially which 


x. 


"75 5307 . 
Meritorious Ex- 


was ſpent inithe: Levast,)/ are largely 


treated /0n:by Rich- (7): Diviſienſts, (i. . 
afithe Deviſes in Wiltſhire}.a) Monk of 


Mincheſtery Walter (ſ\) Conftantienſe, 


Biſhop-of. Lixcolz, who, — 
him.m'fome'oÞ his Travels; :W:4. (2) 
Reregrinus; ib. gall'd from the Peregri- 
nation he alſo made in. Attendance an 
this King $ and Rich. (ic) Canontcus ( Aur 
aſtine Canan' of St. Trivity: in- Landon). 
another 6f bis. Retinue: : Fof. 4capys (ar; 
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of Exeter) had the like Curioſity; fol 
low'd the Fortunes of his Prince in the 
Holy War; and, at-his Return, cele- 
brated his Acts in: « Book- which he. 
thought fit to call Aztiocheidos 7 Tis 
ia- Heroick Verſe ; and in a (») Style 
and Strain of Poetry,much beyond what 
one would expect to meet within the, 
Writings of that Age. John Leland 
(who thought himſclt as great\g Maſter 
and” Judge in Poetry as Hiſtory) ſays 
of this Author, inks was (x) Poeta: 
Britannus omnibus: Numeris Elegantiffir 
mas; and calls his Book Opus Inmor- 
zale, His Lite is allo ſaid-to have-been 
written by '( x) Stephens Langton -(Archi» 
biſhop of Canterbury) and (2) Alex- 
ander de Hales the Famous man; 
But we have; not .{o particu res 

ons /where to look for theſe as fort 
(4) Anonymous Manuſcript td the lame 
purpoſe, | in'the Library of Magdalexe 
College 10 Oxford, - 'The Learned: (5) 
Dr, Gale has obliged: us with one of the 
hrgeft :of -rhis King's Journals; taken 
by//one- Jeoffrey Vineſauf (or; de Fino 
Salvd) whom: tie takes to:be the fame 


: (») Camd.. Remains, p.m. 317. (x) Afſert. Arth. 
fol. 3b. (5) 7: Ptvs, p. 304. (4) ngrs (a) 1d. 
P+ 824. (6) Hiſt, Angl, Scrip. 5. Fol. (1537. 
id F Q 4 Man 
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Man with the foremention'd Walter 
Conſtantienfis, who ſometimes (he ſays) 


is alſo call'd Walter Oxonienfis. He like- 


wiſe believes that Richard of the Deviſes 

and Richard the Canon were the ſame 

Perſon: +S$o that inſtead of having our 

Store enlarged by what he has done for 

ob we have loſt ſome of our former 
ock. © 


K. Fobn. = Fohu's Unhappy Reign was not 
" 


bje@ſo taking as that of his Bro- 
ther - 'and therefore has not been en- 
quired into by ſo many Curious Au» 
thors:” c 


Forda or Fordeham (who | 


is ignorantly confounded with Jobs For- 
don the'Scortiſþ Hiſtorian, by (c) Jobs 
Pits) was the firſt that attempted it ; 
and, being this King's "Chaplain, had 

portunities enough of knowing the 
Truth, if he was a Perſon of ſuch un- 
byaſs'd Honeſty as to reveal it. Gyra/dus 
Cambrenfis, living alſo at the ſame time, 
is (4) faid to have likewiſe penn'd his 
Story ; and we may believe it will dif- 
cover that warmneſs of Temper which 
runs through all -that Author's Wri- 
tings. Some of the Learned Men'of 


—_— 


(c) 7.Pits, p. 277. Vid. Stillingf. Orig. Brit. p.249- 
(a) . Pies, p-381, PETTY 
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the preſent Age, have thought the Ex- 
traordinary Freaks of this Prince worth 
their Conſidering ; and have therefore 7.0 
beſtow'd good Pains in ColleRing and 16.0 
Methodizing the moſt Notable Tranſ- 14: þ 
aRions of his Reign. Of theſe, Dr. Bar- | q | 
cham's Hiſtory is (as we have already | 
obſerv'd) publifh'd in Speed's Chronicle ; "| 
and is ſo well done, that an Induſtrious i'll 
(e) Antiquary gives this Character of 
it, That ir ſhews more Reading and Fudg- 
ment than any Life befides in that Hi- 
flory. And another (f) witty Author 
fays, Tis the King of all the Reigns of 
that Book, for profound Penning. The 
Voluminous (g) Wig. Pryxne has alſo 
carefully and largely inform'd us of the 
publick Occurrences of this Reign, as 
well as the two next following, 1n or- 
der to the Aſſerting and Vindicating of 
the ancient Sovereignty of our Eng/;/h 
Monarchs , | againſt all Foreign In- 
croachments and. Innovations what- 
ever. 

Henry the Third's long Reign might zen 1 | 
ſeem to afford Matter enough to em- 


a - - 4. ZE ib 46ers. MK 7 4 Coogee. mt... 2nd At. DAM. - = 
' - - 
: ” _- i 


ploy one Man's Pen ; and-yet {till the 


| (6) Anth. 4 Wood. Ath. Oxon. vol. I. p. 10. (f) Tho. 
Fuller's Worth. p. 276. in Devonſh. (g) Hiſt.of K. Zobn, 418 
K. Hen, LL. and K. Ed. L. Fol, Land. 1670, ; 14h; 
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Diſturbances given him , in the latter 
end of his time, by S:Monfort an4 the 
other Barons) ſo few memorable things 
happen'd'in fo many years,” that ic has 
not | hitherto been very 'nicely enquir'd 
into. In a late Edition of the learned 
(h) Sir Robert Cotton's Remains, . the Tas: 
ble of the ſeveral Diſcourſes reckonsithe; 
laſt of the Sixteen The Life \and Reign of 
Henry the Third, compil'd in a Critical 
way: But:the Reader, to his! great Dif- 
appointment, will meer wiwh'no- ſuch: 
thing in the Book : Perhaps it is to/ be 
had in a former Edition of chat Treatiſe, 
as publiſhed by - James Howel. 
Edward the'Firſt was a'brave and Vi- 
Ctorious Prince, and his Atchievements 
in Scotland deſerv'd* to be'Recorded by 
ſome Perfon of Abilities fuitable to fo 
Noble an Undertakiog. To this pur- 
poſe he carry'd Robert Baſton, (4) Prior 
of Scarborough, with him into. that King- 
dom, to deſcribe his Batrels, and (par- 
ticularly) the Famous Siege of Szerling. 
This was done in pretty Elegant He- 
roicks: Byt the Author, being the next 
year unfortunately ' taken Priſoner 'by 


. (h) 8vo Lotid. 1679. (7) Bate (Edit. 1.) Cent. 3. 
ral. 127. Pits, p- 399. But, the Story keak 
by. An. Wood. Hiſt. Oxon. par. I. p. 10T. 


othe viſe 
the 
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the Scots, ' was: (by the oyer-poweri 
Commands and Severitics of R. Bryce 
oblig'd to recant all ; and to extol the 
Scotch Nation as highly as he had lately 
magdify'd the. Evg/eſh. Wil, Riſhanger 
(who was Hiſtoriographer-Royal during 
this Kiog's whole Reign)- compos'd a 
ſpecial Treatiſe of the Annals of Edward 
the Firſt ; whereof] preſumethree other 
FraQs of the ſame Man's Writing (cq- 
titu'd by (&) F. Pits and others, De 
Jeanne Baileolo Rege; Super | Eleftione 
Regis Scoterum ; and De Jure Regis An- 
glorum ad Scotiam) are only ſo many (e- 
veral Parts. 


Edward the Second's Misfortunes are £4ward 11. 


very honeſtly, without either Flattery 
or: Contempt, written by Stephen Eiton 
or Edes, a (1) Canon Regular of Warter 
ia Yorkſhire, ſometime about the Year 
1320, His Life was more accurately 
penn'd in French. by Sir Thomas de la 
More, who. was. Knighted by (1m) Ed- 
ward-the Firſt, was Counſellor to Ed- 
ward the Second, and liv'd to the be- 
ginniog of Edward the Third's more 
proſperous Reign, It was firſt Tran- 


(©: Pits, p. 40 __ Id. p. 410. (Mm) $o fays 
Pits; Pr any OY othernaile ſee Stow, 
P- 233» 


ſlated 
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ſlated into Latin by (») Walter Baker, 
or Swinburn, Canon of Ofney near Ox. 
ford; and has been frequently publiſh'd 
in Emgliſh by our general Chroniclers, 
In our Ape, Sir Henry Carey (Lord Viſ- 
count Faulkland) wrote the (0) Hiſtory 
of this unfortunate Prince ; with choice 
Political Obſervations - on him and his 
unhappy Favourites, Gave/ton and Spex- 
cer. e was alſo an Hiſtorical Poem 
written about' the ſame time (tho it 
appear'd' abroad much Wo ſooner) on 
the ſame ſubjet, whoſe Author was 
Rich. Hobert, a younger Brother to Sir 
Henry , who himſelf made ſome addi- 
tional Obſervations that are (4) of good 
Tſe and Ornament to it. 

Edward the Third reign'd long and 
proſperouſly ; and yet I cannot aſfared- 
ly inform the Reader of one Writer who 
has ſingly treated on thoſe Glories and 
Succeſies that atteaded- him, I doubt 
whether Walter Femmingford's Chro- 
nicle of this King be as certainly Extant 
as that larger Hiſtory of his which has 
(in part) been publiſh'd by Dr. Gale : 

or, tho” (r) Bale and Pits aſſert it, 


(a) Stow's Chron. p. 217. (0) 8vo Lond. 1680. 
P Lond. 1629. (q) Ath. Oxon, yol. I, p. $o1. 


(/) Le- 


(7) Bale, Cent. 5. Cap. 71. Pits, p. 456. 
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(/) Leland mentions no ſuch thing, 
It it be, *cis not likely that it can eſcape 
the diligent and curious Enquiry of the 
foremeation'd worthy Perſon ; who has 
encourag'd us to hope for his ſending 
abroad a great many more of our old 
Manuſcript Hiſtorians. The like Scru- 
ples I have upon me as to ſome other 
Res Geſte of this King, which are faid 
to have been written by Robert Bale, 
ſometime Recorder of Londen. And yet, 
Fobn Pits (t) avers, that; in his time, 
ſuch a Treatiſe was kept (as a choice 
Rarity) by the Citizens of London, in 
their publick Library ; together with 
ſome Hiſtorical Pieces of the fame Au- 
thor's Penniong, which. more immedi- 
ately related to that City. The victo» 
rious Acchievements of the Black Prince, 
falling ail withia the Compaſs of his 
Father's Reign, make up a good Share 
of its, Story : And theſe were colle&ed, 
and (« ſeparately treated on in French, 
by Wil. Packington, who was Secretary 
and Treaſurer to that Hero, and con- 
ſtantly attended him in the Wars. The 
Engliſh Hiſtorian will obſerve, that in 
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(/ſ) De Viris Wuſtr, MS, (#) Pag. 654. (*) F+ Pits, 
P- 53%» 
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this and many of the following Reigns, 
this Kingdom was ſo conſtantly engaged 
againſt the United Policies and Forces 
both of France and Scorland, that 'twill 
be convenient for him' to conſult the 
Accounts given by the Writers of thoſe 
Nations, as well as our own ; eſpeci- 
ally, fince the Teſtimony of an Enem 
(if to the Advantage and Honour of our 
Country) is of double value with that of 
a Friend. 

Richard the Second's good Snccels in 
treland, was fo far out-balanc'd by the 
other (more unlucky) Adventures of 
his Reign, that IT have not heard of any 
who have thought it worth their while 
to write his Lite ; except only a- poor 
—_ of John Pits's Creation, That 
Author (w) fays, That one Sir Fohn 
Gower (a Torkſhire Knight, and Corem- 
porary with the Famous Chancer) died 
in the Year 1402. leaving behind. him 
a deal of Monuments of his Learning, 
and (amongſt the reſt) a Latin Chro- 
nicle of King Richard the Second. There 
was indeed one Mr. Jobs Gower, a noted 
Poet, who liv'd about the time hemen- 
tions. This witty Perſon took the Li- 


(w) Id. p. 575. 
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berty, that has always been allow'd to 
Men of his Profeſſion, to make Free 
with his Prince; and Mr. (x) Stow 
(or, his Continuer, Howes) has done 
him the Honour to Tranſlate the Elegy 
he made on this King's untimely Death, 
which (it may be) contains the whole 
Chronicle. There's an Ingenious Trea- 
tiſe lately written and publiſhed by 
(y ) Sir Robert Howard, which (in the 
Title-page) is ſaid to be the Z;ſtory of 
the Reigns of Edward and Richard the 
Second : But the Author himſelf ſeems 
to have more rightly named it Refle- 
tions pon ſome elect Paſlages in them, 
His Deſign is to give a Proſped of the 
Hazard and Madnels- of a Prince's fol- 
lowing the Miſguiding Meteor of Arbi- 
trary Power : And, by comparing the 
Muadventures of theſe two unhappy 
Kings, with the Triumphs of their 
Proiperous Predeceſlors, to ſhew what 
(z) Glory and Safety Wiſe and Vertuous 
Princes have obtaind, and what Ruin 
the Cruelty and Folly of others have 
broweht upon Themſelves and Subjetls. 
Tiiis be has done 1n a Well-penn'd Po- 
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(x) <!1w5s Chrun. p.325- (3) 8vo Lond. 1690. 
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litical Eſſay , which will very much 
advantage our Engliſh Hiſtorian, - in 
ing him 'a Right Notion of many 
otherwiſe) dark Occurrences in thoſe 
Reigns. 

Henry the Fourth's ſurprizing and 
pompous Acceſſion to tie Throne, was 
a more proper Subje&t for a Poet to 
Defcant upon, than the Melancholick 
Reign of his Predeceſſor : And there- 
fore we may the more readily believe 
(what the ſame Author tells us) that 
the toremention'd Northern Bard wrote 
his Panegyrick. Pits alſo (a) ſays, 
that Rob. Maſcall, Biſhop of Hereford, 
was employ'd in ſeveral Embaſſies du- 
ring the Reigns of this King and his 
Succeſſor ; and that (dying at Ludlow, 


in the Year 1417.) he left, among, 


other things, a Treatiſe De ſuis Lega- 
tionibus. Sir Fobn Hayward, King Fames 
the Firſt's Hiſtoriographer at Che/ſey, 
wrote Henry the Fourth's Life among 
others; and had the Repute (in thoſe 
days) of a good clean Pen and ſmooth 


Style, tho' ſome have ſince blamed him, 
for being a little too (b) Dramatical. 


—_—_ 
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(a) 7. Pits, p. 598. (6b) Ath. Oxon, yol.l. p.824- 
Henry 
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Henry the Fifth was a moſt Heroick Hemy V; 


Prince; and his ſingle Victory at Agen- 
court might have afforded Matter for 
more Volumes than (as far as I can yet 
learn) have been written on his whole 
Reign. *Tis (aid that his Exploits were 
carefully Recorded by Peter (c) Baſſet, 
who was of his Bed-chamber, and an 
Attendant on him 1n all his Triumphs : 
But what the ſame (4) Perſon writes 
of another (Anonymous) Author who 
tranſlated Zivy's Hiſtory into Engliſh, 
and. alfo wrote' the Life of Z7enry the 
Fifch, is fach Stuff as is common with 
him. - The Truth 4s, His Life was writ- 
ten at large by one who call'd himſelf 
Tatns Livius ; who, by that name, des 
dicated it to King Henry the Sheth, and 
is ſtill quoted by Stow and others, We 
have, to this day, two good Copies of 
his Work; one in Sir John Cottor's Li- 
brary, the other in that of Bennet Col- 
lege. Out of theſe, carefully collated, 
a:third was prepared for the Preſs by 
the (e) worthy Publiſhers of the Decem 
Scriptores ; which (with ſeveral other 
Hiſtorical Treatifes, ſome whereot have 
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(© F. Pits, p.616.” (d) 1d. p. 824. (e) See Wh. 
Kennet 5 Life of Somn. p.6 5,66. 
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been printed) was afterwards purchas'd 
by that Indefatigable Promoter of all 
foris of Learning, the late Pious Biſhop 


Fell. This "I reatile is abundantly quoted 
by our General Chroniclers: But no Þ} | 
piece of Hiſtory relithes io well at the ÞF , 
ſecond hand, as it does when we have | ; 
it from irs firſt Author. It were there. Þ} | 
fore to be wiſh'd, that the good Pre. Þ y 
hate's Fxecutors would do Him and Þ þ 
Themfete+ (as well as the Publick)ſo &| x 
much. kar as to Print it; together Þ «, 
with the like valuable Manuſcripts which Þ x1 
have thus fallen into their hands. What Þ} *, 
was done by Sir George Carew (Earl of Þ} þ, 
Totnefs) has been already oblerv'd : to & þ 
be remitted into F. Speed's Chronicle; &} 1; 
where the Reader will meet with ſome | m 
Remarks becoming a Statelman, a Ge» Þ an 
neral and a Scholar. uſ; 
Henry the Sixth was as Good as his || Pe 
Father was Great, being as Converſant 
in the Holy Scriptures, and Buoks of | t© 
Devotion, as the other was in Arms and Þ th; 
Feats of Chivalry: And yet I do not } Re 
find that all his ſtri&t Piety gain'd ſo Þ Fs 
far upon the Monks of his Time, as | Fa 
that there was any great ſtruggling F} 
among chem, who ſhould moſt effeQu- F . 
ally recommend him to Poſterity. Arch- Þ Þ-6: 


biſhop 
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biſhop (f) ©ſter tells us of one Fohn 
Blackman, a Carthuſian, who was pars 
ticularly intimate with him, and has 
left a Colletion. of the many good 
things he had taken notice of, jn the 
moſt Secret Paſſages of his Life. 7hs; 
Walkngham (who alſo hv'd in his Time) 
took a - Journal of his Reign; out of 
which is compoſed that which ſome 
have entitul'd his (g) Afta Regu Henrici 
Sexti. Had the Pope favour the Ar- 
tempt which was afterwards made at 
the Enſhrining or Saioting of this King, 
'ris very likely that his Legend would 
have out-grown -his Hiſtory, and have 
been penn'd by more Writers than his 
Life : Since the Roman Saints are com- 
monly moſt Active after their Deceaſe, 
and the Wonders of their Relicks are 
uſually much greater than thoſe of their 
Perſons. 


Edward the Fourth can hardly be ſaid r46.1V, 


to have enjoy'd ſo: much Quiet, during 
the Twenty Years of his ſappos'd 
Reign, as to have fſetled the Houſe of 
Fork in the Throne : So that even the 
Favourers of Juſtice, and his Caufe, 


= 


| -(f) De Script. & Sacr. Vernac: p. 1714 (6) F+ Fits; 
P- 630, 
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have not known what Account to give 
of -the Times; or how to Form a Re- 
gular Hiſtory out of ſuch a vaſt Hea 

E.Rubbiſh and Contufion. Mr. Hab. 

ington has given us as fair a Draught 
as.rhe thing would . bear: Art leaſt, he 
has Copy'd this King's Picture as agree- 
ably ,as could 'be ;expe&ted from one 
ſtanding at {o great 'a diſtance from the 
Qriginal 


r4w. V. -. Edward the Fiſch had the Narme-of 


a King for ſome tew Weeks; and pur- 
chas'd the Complement at far too high 
2 Rate. His Acceſſion to the Throne, 
the "Tower and the Grave (all within 
the Compals of little more than two 
Months) are largely and elegantly de- 
ſcribed by the Famous Sir 7homas Moor, 
Loxd Chancellor of Exg/and ; who has 
ſuflteiently ſhewn how a ſhort and dole. 
tul Tale may be improv'd into a com- 
pleteHiſtory, by 8. Perſan of good Skill 
 atd-Judgment. This: Treatile has met 
with ſuch a general Acceptance, as that 
-not-offly finds: Atmifliba (by whole- 
{ale,) inte all our_late Chronicles; but 
has: atfo-bren (hb) feparktely printed , 
Without. any other-- Alteration than a 


- 
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ſmall change of the Eug/iſb Orthographby, 
according to the Ulage and Mode of 
the preſent Age. The ſhort Epitame 
of this and the three following Reigns, 
that was written (z) and publiſh'd by 


Wl. Fleetwood, Serjeant at Law, is fo 


thin a piece (and reters fo peculiarly to 
the TranſaQions in the Courts at Weſk 
minfter) that it has been rather look'd 
on as a Table or Index to the Year-books 
of thoſe Times, than any Hiſtorical 
Treatiſe. | | 


Richard the Third's ſhort and unfor- Rich.1IL 


tunate Reign, had its (4) 7ragical Hi- 
Rory begun by Sir Thomas Moor, who 
did not bring it to ſuch a final Conclu- 
ſton, as he had done that of his Nephew 
and Predeceſſor. Neither Bale nor Pits 
take notice of any ſuch thing : | But 
Poſfſius ſeems to have ſeen and perus'd 
it.. (/) ©f oe (lays he) perſequitur 
qaibus Sceleribus ite ad Regnum perve- 
werit; ita quomodo id geſſerit non expo- 
nit: Ale nec ed parte quam habemus wlti- 
mam manum accepit. Preterea Elegan- 
tis Latini Sermonis ab aliis ejuſce wirt 


operibus long? wincitur, Which laſt 


«(9 Elenchus Annalium RR. Edve. IV. &c. 12% Lond. 
1597- (&) 8voLond. 1651. (!) De Hiſt, Lat. lib.Ill, 
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words muſt refer to Sir Thomas's Life 
of this King; and not to that of Z4 
ward, which indeed might ſeem to be 
an Introduction to this, and would an- 
{wer all the former part of Yoſſus's 
Story : But King Edward's was only 
written in Engliſh; whereas Richard's 
was in both Languages, and (as appears 
from (m) Stow's account) Was more c0- 
piouſ]y treated on in Latin. Great Ad- 
ditions have been fince made by a 
more Candid (#) Compoſer of his An- 
nals z who endeavours to repreſent him 
as a'\Prince of much better Shapes (both 
of Body and Mind) than he had been 
generally eſteem'd. Various are the 
Cenſures which have paſs'd upon this 
Work. I ſhall only trouble the Rea- 
der with that of Dr. Fuler : (ov) Hi 
Memory (fzys he, ſpeaking of King Ki- 
chard) has met with a Madern Pen, who 
bas not only purg'd but prau'd it to the 
beighth; and pity it is that [o able an Ad. 
wocate bad not a wore meriting Perſon to 
by Client. 


—_— 


(m) St1w's Chron. p. 458. (n) G. Buck's Hift. 
of. Rich. III. Fol. Lond. (e) Worthies, p. 282. 10 
Narthamptonſh. 
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Henry the Seventh, having moſt for. Hen IT. 
| tunately and wiſely united the Houles 


of Tork and Lancaſter, continu'd his 
Reign as proſperouſlly as it began ; and 
is juſtly eſteem'd one of the moſt Poli- 
tick Princes that ever fat on the Engliſh 
Throne. It appears Sir Thomas Moor 
had once ſome (p) faint Thoughts of 
writing this King's Life, whilſt he was 
in hand with thoſe of his immediate 
Predeceſſors: But I know not whether 
he ever liv'd, or not, to digeſt them, 
Sir James Ware has Induſtriouſly Col- 
leated and (q) Publifhed fuch Occur- 
rences of this Reign, as relate to the 
Afﬀairs of Ireland: And a Poetical Hi- 
ſtory of the whole has been (7) printed 
by Ch. Aleyn. But this good Work was 
the moſt effetually undertaken and 
compleated by the Incomparable (/) Sir 
Francis Bacon, who has bravely ſur- 
mounted all thoſe Ditiiculties, and pals'd 
over thoſe Rocks and Shallows, againſt 
which he took {uch Pains to (z) cau- 
tion other leſs expericnc'd Hiſtorians. 


(p) Stow's Chron. p. 459. col. 1. (4) In Append, 
ad Diſquiſit. de Hibernua, 8yo Load. 1558. (r) 8yg 
Lond. 1638. (/ſ) Fol. Lond. 1675. & apud 70h. 
Speed int Chron, (#) De Augment. Scicnt. lib. 2. 
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He has perfe&ly put himfelf into King 
Henry's own. Garb and Livery , giving 
as (pritely a View of the Secrets of his 
Council, as it himſelf had been Preſi- 
dent in it. No trivial Paſlages, fuch 
as are below the Notice of a Stateſman, 
are mix'd: with'iuis Sage Remarks: Nor 
is any thing of Weight or Moment 
{lubber'd over with that careleſs. Haſt 
and Indifferency which is too. common 
in other Writers. No Allowances are 
given to the Author's own Conjecture 
or Invention ; where a:httle Pains and 
Conſideration will ſerve to fet the Mat- 
ter in its proper and true Light. No 
Impertinent Digreſſions, nor fanciful 
Comments, diſtraft his Readers : But 
the whole is written in ſuch a Grave and 
Uniform Style, as becomes both the Sub- 
x& and the Artificer. 


#2. vt, 4Zenry the Eighth was a Prince of 


great Vertues and Accompliſhments , 
and as great Vices: So that the plea» 
ſing Varieties that were uy his Life and 
Reign, might have tempted many more 
Writers, than we know of, to engage 
in the Compoſure of fo entertaining 
an Hiſtory, Edmund Campian wrote 
2 Narrative of the moſt remarkable 
Paſſages relating to his Divorce of 


Queen 
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Queen Matharine, which is printed 
at the end of Nich. (4) Harpesfeild's 
Church-Hiſtory , and is wrinen with 
the true Spirit and Heart (as well as 
Eloquence) of a Jeſuit. Fran. Godwin 
(Biſhop of Landaff, who will be re- 
member'd at large amongſt our Ercle- 
ſiaſtical Hiſtorians) compil'd alſo rhe 
(w) Annals of this and the two follow- 
ing Reigns: Whereof (x) one of our 
Criticks gives th:s juft Character, That 
his Book is penn'd, Now magis faccintt4 
quam laxdabils brevitate. The Author 
was a perfect Mafter of the Zatin 
Tongue, and wrote in that Language : 
But his Annals were tranſhted into 
Engliſh (and ſo have been frequently 
publiſh'd) by his Son Morgan Godwin 
LL. D. Sir Robert Cotton had drawn 
together forme Notes and Collections 
as Materials for a future Hiſtory of 
this King's Reiga':: But theſe fell vnfi- 
niſh'd into the hands of John Speed; 
who has taken Care to preſerve them , 
as orderly as he could, in his Chro- 
nicle. I ſuppoſe that which was writ- 
ten in Greek Verſe by George Etheridge, 


— 
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(#) Fol. Duaci, 1622. (w) 4to & Fol. Land; 1516, 
1628, &c. (x) Deg. Whenr, Method, p. 144- 
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ſometime Regius Profeſſor of that Lan, 
guage in Oxford (and by him (y) pre- 
ſented ro Queen Elizabeth) was in- 
tended only tor the Ule of Her Majeſty 
and its Author; and, for that reaſon, 
has ever continu'd in Manuſcript, & 
ſub Nofibus Attics. Above all, Ed- 
ward Lord Herbert of Cherbury may be 
truly ſaid ro have written the Life and 
Reign of King Henry the Eighth ; ha- 
ving acquitted himſelf with the like 
Reputation as the Lord Chancellor Ba- 
con gain'd by that of Henry the Seventh. 
For, in the Politick and Martial Part 
this Honourable Author has been ad- 
mirably Particular and Exa&t, from 
the b<ſt Records that were Extant :; 
Tho', as to the Eccleſiaſtical, he ſeems 
to have look'd upon it as a Thing out 
of his Province, and an Undertaking 
more proper for Men of another Pro- 
feſſion. The Oxford Antiquary (2) 
tells us, That he had ſeen four thick 
Volumes (in Folio) of Colleftions,which 
this Lord has furniſh'd himſelf withal ; 
as Materials neceflary for the firm ere- 
Ang of ſo noble a Structure, Qut 


_ _ —yL 


(5) Vid. Hiſt. 8& Antiq. Oxon, Lib. I. p. 289. & 
Lib. IT. p. 235. (x) Athen. Oxon, Vol. IL p. 15. 
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c> theſe, and other Helps,” he (at kft) 
finiſh'd his excellent Hiſtory ; che Ori- 
ginal Manuſcript whereof he was pleas'd 
to beſtow on the Univerſity of Oxford, 
in whoſe Archives it ſtill remains. It 
has been frequently Printed, and the 
ſeveral Impretſions as greedily bought 
up: But the (a) laſt Edition is indeed 
(what is always Pretended) the Beſt and 
moſt CorreCt. 


Edward the Sixth. The moſt Con- Edw.VL. 


ſiderable TranfaQions of this Reign, 
are (it may be) as well Regiſter'd by 
the Young King himſelf, as any other 
Hiſtorian, in the Diary written with 
his own hand, and ſtill preferv'd in 
Sir Fohn Cotton's Famous Library ; from 
whence our Learned Biſhop Burnet 
tranſcrib'd and (65) publiſh'd it. There 
was a Notable Diſcourſe, touching the 
State of the Times in this King's Reign, 
written by (a Perſon admirably well 
Skilfd in the Antiquities and Laws of 
_ Dr. Gerard Langbaine, Pro- 
volt of Quees's College in Oxford ; 
which he publiſh'd, by way of Preface, 
to Sir Jobn (c) Cheet's True Subje& to 
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(a) Fol. Lond. 1682. (6) In Append. ad Vol. IL 
Hilt, Reform. (c) 4to Oxon. 1641. 
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ebe Rebel. ' As for Sir John Hayward, 
He is the fame Man ia his (d) Life 
of Edward the Sixth, that we have 
already obſerv'd him to' be in that of 
Henry the Fourth : Only, his Style is 
here ſometimes too Sharp and Pun- 
gents eſpecially when he comes to 
give Characters of the Nobility, Mini- 

ers of State; &'c. where an Intelligent 
Hiſtorian ought no more tobe Clownith, 


that he needs turn Courtier when he 


Converſes with Plowmen. 


Q.Mary. - Queen” Hary's Reign had Blemiſhes 


Q. El:- 


za&beth. 


19 it, which have diſcourag'd ſome ſort 
of Writers: from attempting its Story ; 
tho''T cannat but wonder that others 
have not thought themſelves oblig'd 
to- endeavour to Repreſent it as Ad- 
vantageouſly ito Poſterity as Art can 
doit. 

_Queen Elzzabeth, in a long and Pro- 
ſperous Reign,” gave the World very 
ample Proots of'her Sex's being | Capa- 
ble of Government, and .the moſt. 
Jant Atchievements. Her blaſting the 
ionging Hopes of Spain after an Uni- 
verial Monarchy in Temporals, and 
putting a-final Period to -that -of 


SI 
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in Spitituals, together with her Per- 
ſonal Endowments, were ſuch Extra- 
ordinary Glories as tempted a great. 
many -Artiſts' to try how fairly chey 
were able to: take the Features of fuch 
an Original in all Points of Soveraignty. 
Her Eftabkſhment of the Reformation, 
and Executing the Laws npon ſome 
few Turbulent Perſons ' of- the Rowsſh 
— whetred the Style of that 
rty. againſt her ; and (particular! 
—_ / Tho. Uber, a oaerf 
Doctor of the ' Sorbon, to write a Hi- 
ſtory of the (+) Martyrdom ( as he 
terms *), of the Men of. his Order. 
The Life and (f) Martyrdom of Mary 
Queen of Scots, was allo written by 
Rob. Turner, ſornetime Scholar to Fd. 
Campian, who#! was afterwards DoQtor 
of Divinity at Rome, and Secretary to 
Ferdinand Arch-duke of Auſtria. Some 
of her better Subjets have” furniſh'd 
us with more agtceable Accounts of 
the chief Paſſages in her Reigo. Sir 
Henry UVntou has drawn up a Journal 
of his Embafly 'in France, giving a full 
Regiſter 'of | his Commiſſion, Inſtru- 
Qtions, Expences, Sc: - & Manuſcript 


a (e) 8vo Paris, 1586. 'O FE Pits, y. 799- 
Copy 
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Copy whereof is now in the Publick 
Library at Oxford. Heyward Towne: 
ſhend , an Eminent Member of the 
Houſe of Commons, preſerv'd'the De- 
bates in Parliament of her laſt four- 
teen Years; which, long after the Au- 
thor's Death, were publiſh'd under the 
Title of (g) Hiſtorical Coletions, Erc. 
But this, - as vaſt an Undertaking as it 
ſeems to be, is only a part of that more 
Comprehenſive one of Sir Symonds 
4'Ewes; whole Journal ok Both Houſes, 
during her whole Reign, was ſoon 
after given us in (þ) Print.. Her Wars 
with Spain , the ſeveral Engagements 
of her Fleets at Sea, with their many 
Succeſsful Expeditions, Ge. have been 
well deſcribed by Sir WiJ:am Monſon , 
who bore 'a high Command in moſt 
of them, and has ſhewn ſuch a Judg- 
ment in Maritime Afairs, - as well qua- 
lify'd him for ſuch Poſts-of Honour. 
His Book bears the Title of (z) 4 Par: 
ticular and Exatt Account of the laſt 
Seventeen. Tears of Queen Elizabeth's 
Reign, both Military and: Civil: The 
former kind being the Wark: of Sir 
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William, and the latter Mr. Towneſhend's, 
Out of all theſe, and many other good 
Helps, Mr. Camdex compos'd his moſt 
Exquiſite Hiſtory of this Queen; which, 
as Dr. Smith ſhews in his (&4) Life, 
was undertaken by the ſpecial Dire 
ions and Command of the great Lord 
Cecil, It has had many Editions, and 
in ſeveral Languages ; tho” 'tis pity it 
ſhould be read in any other than its 
Author's Polite Original Latin. Dr. 
Fuller (1) obſerves, that one of its 
Engliſh Tranſlations ( for it had ſeve- 
ral) was done out of French by Abra- 
ham Darcy; who underſtood not the 
Latin , and has therefore committed 
many Miſtakes. Hugh Holand (one 
of Camden's ( m ) Scholars at Weſftmin- 
fter, and a Papiſt) is faid to have writ- 
ren this Queen's Life as well as his Ma» 
ſter's: But 'tis only (if it be at all) an 
Emgliſh Manuſcript, and very probably 
not worth the ſeeking. Sir Robert 
Naunton's Chara&ter of her Court and 
Favourites has been lately publiſh'd with 
Sir Francis Walſingham's (n) Arcana Au 
vica; and a ſhort Syſtem of her Policies 


— 


— 


'(%) Vid. Cand. Vit. Epiſt. Praf. p- 57. (7) Wor- 
thies, p. 94- in Margin. (m) Ath. Oxon. Vol. L p. 458. 
(n) 8vo Lond. 1654+ 
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larth been offer'd to our preſent Sove- 
reigy ," and the late 'exccHent Queen, 


by the Ingenious (0) Edmund Bohwn Eſa; 


Avthot of many other Treatiles of good 
Value...” 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE 


Univerſal Engliſh Dictionary, 


Pxplainng the Senſe and Etymology of all Engliſh Words ; 
with Selett Phraſes, ſhewing the Force, Significancy, 
Conſtruction, and different Acceprations of every Word, 
the native and borrow d Graces, and all the remarkable Pe- 
culiarities of the Engliſh I4om, And in particular, contain- 
ing an Explanatory Account of all diffculs and wnuſual 
Words, whether ſuch as are obſolete or not yer univerſally 
receiv'd: With a full and diſtinct Interpretation of the 
Terms, Phra(es and Expreſſions us'd in all Sciences and Arts, 
as in Divinity, Logic , Metaphyſic, Natural and Moral Phi- 
loſophy, Medicine, Anatomy, Pharmacy, Chymiſtry, Surgery, and 
the Natural Hiſtory of Animals, Plants and Minerals, The 
Terms of the Law, Statute, Common, Canon, Civil, Feudal 
and Municipal, The Terms uſed by Mathematicians in A- 
rithmetic, Geometry, Algebra, the Doctrine of Conic Settions 
and other Curve Lines, Trigonometry Plain and Spherical 
Optics, Dioptrics, Catoptrics and Perſpettive, Aſtronomy, A 
4 Dialing , Surveying, Gauging, Meaſuring, &c, Mu. 
fic Theorerical and Practical, with the Names of the Inſtru- 
ments, The Terms and Expreflions uſed in the Arrs of 
Grammar, Rhetoric and Poetry ; Painting, Sculpture, Print 
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Advertiſement. 


ing; Architeure, Fortification and Gunnery ; the Art of 
Har, at Land and at Sea; Naval Terms, the Names of the 
Parts and Furniture of a Ship, and of all ſorts of Arms and 
Military Engines. The proper Words and Phraſes of Mer- 
chants, Huobandmen, Gardiners, and moſt ſorts of Tradeſ- 
men ; and the Terms that belong ro Horſemanſhip, Hunting, 
Hawking, Fowling and Fiſhing. The Names of Exotic Pro- 
ductions of Nature and Art: mention'd in the Relations of 
Travelers; with a particular Deſcription of the Coins, 
Weights and Mzaſures, us'd both at home and abroad, The 
whole digeſted into an Alphabetical and the moſt natural 
Order, the Derivatives and Compounds being ranked after 
the Primitives; and enrich'd with many Thouſands of 
Words that were never inſerted in any other Dictionary, 
Vluftrared with Figures curiouſly Engraven on Copper Plates, 
repreſenting all the parts of a Human Body, of a Horſe, 
Ship, Fort, and ſeveral other things that cannot be well un- 
derſtood without ſuch a Help to the Imagination, par- 
ticularly Geometrical Figures, &. To which is added, a 
Collection of the Words and Phraſes thar are peculiar ro rhe 
ſeveral Counties of England, 

Some of the Parts done, and the whole revis'd by 
7. Mitchel M. D. 


A larger and more particular Account of the Deſign and 
Method of this Great and Uſefull Work, with a Specimen, 
will be ſpecdily publiſh'd, 


